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Second 
impeachment 
confirmed by 
House

New COVID-19 strain spreading in U.S.

A new variant of  the 
COVID-19 virus, first 
spotted in the United 
Kingdom in September 
2020, has made its way to 
the U.S.

  The new variant called 
B.1.1.7 spreads more eas-
ily and quickly than other 
variants, but there is no 
evidence that it causes 
more severe illness or in-
creases the risk of  death, 
according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

The new strain was 
first spotted in Colorado, 
with California and Flor-
ida identifying the strain 
in their states in late De-
cember. Texas, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, New York 
and Connecticut reported 
cases in the weeks follow-
ing.

In December, Repub-
lican Governor Ron De-
Santis told Floridians 
they should not expect 
any additional lockdowns 
or mask mandates during 

the pandemic, saying 
such measures were “to-
tally off  the table”.

“The lie of  the lock-
down was that if  you just 
locked down, then you 
can beat the virus. Then 
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House votes to impeach Trump

Former-President of  
the United States Donald 
Trump is currently facing 
a second impeachment 
for his alleged role in the 
insurrection of  the Capi-
tol building. 

Democrats with the 
support of  a handful of  
Republicans voted to 
process with Trump’s im-
peachment trial.

“House Democrats 
filed a single article of  
impeachment on [Jan. 
11] against Trump for 
‘incitement of  insurrec-
tion’ following the vio-
lent siege that left one 
Capitol police officer and 
four others dead and left 
members of  Congress 
and their staffs fearing 
for their lives,” an ABC 

News article said. 
ABC News also out-

lined the impeachment 
process as beginning in 
the House of  Represen-
tatives and moving to the 
Senate. Trump’s second 
impeachment is currently 
moving to the floor of  the 
Senate where he will be 
convicted or acquitted of  
the charges. 

The article of  im-
peachment details one 
charge against Trump.

“In all this, President 
Trump gravely endan-
gered the security of  the 
United States and its 
institutions of  Govern-
ment. He threatened the 
integrity of  the democrat-
ic system, interfered with 
the peaceful transition of  
power, and imperiled a 
coequal branch of  Gov-
ernment,” CNN report-
ed. 

The legitimacy of  
Trump’s second im-
peachment is being ques-
tioned by some experts 
since the trial will occur 
after Trump leaves office. 

“Though the Consti-
tution dictates [Supreme 
Court Chief  Justice John 

Roberts] would preside 
over an impeachment tri-
al of  a president, as he did 
during Trump’s first trial, 
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At least 24 states have identified the new strain of COVID-19 which is easier to transmit and easier to catch, but the threat level seems to remain 
the same. 

why are people having 
to lockdown two or three 
times then?” DeSantis 
said.

According to the 
CDC, Washington, Or-
egon, Wyoming, Utah, 

New Mexico, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Tennes-
see, Illonois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and New Jersey have also 
all identified this new 
strain, and is expected to 

New strain 

has swept the 

country in a 

matter of months

spread.
Currently, 24.9 mil-

lion people are infected 
with COVID-19, and 414 
thousand people have 
died, with no sign of  a 
decrease in either.

Nebraska has 186,255 
total positive cases of  
COVID-19 and 1,948 to-
tal deaths.

it doesn’t address the case 
of  a former president – 
another question that has 
left constitutional schol-

ars divided,” USA Today 
said. 

The impeachment trial 
is currently scheduled for 

sometime in February, 
and the resolution has no 
projected date.

Trump is currently the 
only U.S. president to be 
impeached twice and the 
third to be impeached at 
all. The other impeached 
presidents are Andrew 
Johnson and Bill Clinton, 
both of  which were ac-
quitted of  their charges. 

“In all this, Presi-
dent Trump grave-
ly endangered the 
security of the 
United States and 
its Government. 
He threatened the 
integrity of the 
democratic sys-
tem, interfered 
with the peaceful 
transition of pow-
er, and imperiled 
a coequal branch 
of Government.”

CNN
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Biden signs slew of orders

Despite 

warning from 

FBI, few protests 

were seen

Just hours after his 
inauguration, President 
Biden signed 17 executive 
orders, memorandum 
and proclamations to dis-
mantle several Trump ad-
ministration policies.

    Biden’s first ac-
tions are mostly aimed 
at reversing or erasing 
Trump’s pandemic re-
sponse, environmental 
agenda, immigration pol-
icies, etc.

One of  Biden’s first or-

COVID-19 vaccine information shared

U.S. capitals report few protests
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This Week’s 
Weather 
Forecast

Wednesday
1/27

Thursday
1/28

High: 19
Low: 8

High: 30
Low: 17

High: 45
Low: 31

High: 37
Low: 25

High: 33
Low: 30

High: 37
Low: 26

High: 37
Low: 26

Friday
1/29

Saturday
1/30

Tuesday
2/2

Monday
2/1

Sunday
1/31

At the time of  students’ 
mandatory COVID-19 
tests, they should have 
also received a paper de-
tailing information on 
COVID-19 vaccines from 
the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) in an article titled, 
“Facts about COVID-19 
Vaccines.”

As it stands, no cur-
rent vaccine being man-
ufactured in the United 
States contains traces of  
the live virus and should 
not infect anyone with 
COVID-19.

The COVID-19 vac-
cine may cause symp-

After a protest in 
Washington, D.C. end-
ed in the storming of  the 
Capitol building and left 
five people dead, the Fed-
eral Bureau of  Investiga-
tion (FBI) warned offi-

toms such as a fever, but 
it is important to know 
that these symptoms are 
normal and shows that 
the body is building pro-
tection, which may con-
tinue for a few weeks un-
til immunity is achieved.

“Vaccination works by 
teaching your immune 
system how to recognize 
and fight the virus,” the 
CDC said. 

Receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine will 
not cause an individual 
to test positive on a vi-
ral test, which measures 
current infection. How-
ever, it is possible to test 
positive on an antibody 
test since they focus on 
identifying past infec-
tions and the degree of  
protection an individual 

cials to prepare for more 
protests at state capitols 
around the country.

Most, if  not all, of  the 
protests were planned to 
take place on Sunday, 
Jan. 17, and while there 
were small protests in 
a few states, it was rela-
tively quiet with few inci-
dents being reported.

Oregon, Texas, Ohio 
and Michigan all saw 
small armed protests at 
their respective Capitol 
buildings, but aside from 
that, Sunday was mostly 
quiet.

Many states fortified 
their Capitol buildings 

may have against those 
infections.

The CDC recom-
mends anyone who has 
had COVID-19 in the 
past should still get the 
vaccine, mainly because 
re-infection is possible. 

“Experts do not know 
how long someone is pro-
tected from getting sick 
again after recovering,” 
the CDC article said.

Although many peo-
ple only experience 
mild symptoms, nobody 
knows exactly how the 
virus will affect any giv-
en person, even if  they 
are not within a high-risk 
group.

Messenger RNA 
(mRNA) vaccines are 
the only vaccines au-
thorized for use against 

with large numbers of  
National Guard troops 
after the FBI warned that 
armed protestors could 
target capital cities across 
the country in response 
to Biden’s inauguration 
on Wednesday, Jan. 20.

According to the New 
York Times, at least 19 
states deployed National 
Guard troops with sev-
eral states shutting down 
statehouse grounds and 
delaying legislative ses-
sions in response to the 
FBI warning.

Governor Pete Rick-
etts said he was not very 
concerned about the po-

COVID-19 in the United 
States as of  now. These 
vaccines’ only purpose 
is to relay information to 
cells on how to prepare 
the proteins needed to 
trigger immune respons-
es to a virus, which pro-
tects the body from infec-
tion if  the real virus were 
to enter.

“COVID-19 mRNA 
vaccines do not change 
or interact with your 
DNA in any way,” the 
CDC reported.

 All of  the information 
included in this article 
was provided to students 
on Jan. 16 and 17 at the 
time of  their COVID-19 
tests. For updates from 
the CDC, please visit 
their website at www.
cdc.gov. 

tential danger he and 
other officials might face.

“The Capitol will be 
open to the public, and 
we will be taking ad-
ditional precautions,” 
Ricketts said.

Michigan banned fire-
arms from its Capitol 
building in anticipation 
of  rallies, but Ricketts, 
a firm supporter of  the 
Second Amendment, 
did not believe such ac-
tions were necessary 
and urged Nebraskans 
to be “thoughtful” about 
bringing guns to Capitol 
protests.

“Everyone should re-

member that we have a 
pandemic going on, to 
protest peacefully, and 
also be thoughtful that 
there are people who are 
nervous when you bring 
your guns out. So be 
thoughtful about that as 
well,” Ricketts said.

There were a hand-
ful of  Trump supporters 
quietly walking around 
the Capitol carrying flags 
on Wednesday, Jan. 20, 
but nothing beyond that 
as state lawmakers met 
for the last day of  bill in-
troduction, according to 
KETV.

ders was related to com-
bating the Coronavirus.

Biden appointed Jef-
fery D. Zients as the offi-
cial COVID-19 response 
coordinator, required 
social distancing and 
masking on all federal 
property by all federal 
employees, rejoined the 
World Health Organiza-
tion and appointed Dr. 
Anthony Fauci to be the 
head of  the US delega-
tion to the organization’s 
executive board.

Another section of  
plans are aimed at immi-
gration policy.

Biden’s administra-
tion increased funding 
to the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program which 
protects immigrants 
brought to the US as chil-
dren from deportation, 
undid the Trump execu-
tive order that pushed ag-

gressive efforts to locate 
and deport unauthorized 
immigrants, ended the 
ban that prevented trav-
el to the US from sever-
al countries that have a  
predominantly Muslim 
and African population 
and halted construction 
of  Trump’s border wall 
along the US/Mexico 
border.

Biden also signed a 
letter to rejoin the Paris 
climate accords, revoked 
the Keystone XL pipe-
line’s permit, undid de-
cisions to reduce the size 
of  several national mon-
uments, reinstated tight-
er standards to vehicle 
emissions and reestab-
lished a group to work on 
the social cost of  green-
house gas emissions.

In relation to LGBTQ 
and civil rights, the ad-
ministration ended the 
1776 Commission, a 

Trump-era policy that 
historians claimed dis-
torted the role of  slavery 
in the US among other 
things, revoked an exec-
utive order from Trump 
that limited the ability 
of  federal institutions to 
hold diversity and inclu-
sion training and rein-
forced Title VII of  the 
1964 Civil Rights Act 
that requires the federal 
government to not dis-
criminate on the basis 
of  sexual orientation or 
gender identity, another 
Trump administration 
policy.

Several steps are being 
taken to provide assis-
tance to those affected 
by the economic impact 
of  the Coronavirus. The 
Biden administration 
extended a federal mor-
atorium on evictions and 
asked several govern-
ment agencies to prolong 

a moratorium on foreclo-
sures on federal mortgag-
es that was enacted in re-
sponse to COVID-19 and 
paused federal student 
loan interest and princi-
pal payments through the 
end of  September.

The final actions are 
related to the Feder-
al government itself, as 
Biden established ethics 
rules for those who serve 
in his administration and 
ordered all his appointees 
in the executive branch to 
sign an ethics pledge with 
the goal “to restore and 
maintain trust in the gov-
ernment” and froze all 
new regulations started 
by Trump to allow his ad-
ministration time to eval-
uate which ones it wants 
to move forward on.

For more information, 
visit The White House 
website whitehouse.gov.

Biden takes 

steps to undo 

many Trump-

era orders

COVID-19 Vaccine
What you need to know

No current vaccine being manufactured in
the United States should make anyone sick.
During the time before immunity is
achieved, a person may contract COVID-19.
The vaccine will not cause
someone to test positive. 

If a person has
already had COVID-

19, it is still
recommended that
they get the vaccine.

3newsdoaneline.com

Last Friday, Jan. 15, 
Lincoln Senator Anna 
Wishart (Nebraska Dis-
trict 27) introduced a 
new bill that would al-
low Nebraskans to have 
access to medical mari-
juana. 

After the Nebraska 
Supreme Court rejected 
the initial push in 2020, 
Senator Wishart did not 
give up when the gover-
nor was outspoken on 
his anti-marijuana agen-
da. Wishart had over 
190,000 signatures from 
Nebraska voters sup-
porting this movement. 

“There’s no such 
thing as medical mari-
juana. It’s a drug. And 
the long-term plan for 
the big marijuana indus-

try is to make it available 
in a recreational way. 
We have a methodolo-
gy for drugs becoming 
safe and effective and 
being legal. It’s called 
the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration,” Gov. Pete 
Ricketts said. 

Wishart described 
in an interview with 
KETV7 how the peo-
ple she has met have 
inspired her to contin-
ue fighting for medical 
marijuana. 

“All of  these Ne-
braskans deserve the 
right to access a plant-
based medicine that has 
evolved with humans 
for over 10,000+ years. 
None of  them should be 
treated like criminals in 
our state,” Wishart said. 

Sen. Wishart has 
worked on the pro-mar-
ijuana agenda for four 

Push for medical marijuana continues 
SARAH DALY

Communications
Manager
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Joe Ricketts has 
launched a news outlet, 
Straight Arrow News, 
out of  Omaha, NE.

According to Ricketts’ 
website, he is originally 
from Nebraska where he 
started TD Ameritrade, a 
financial services compa-
ny. Ricketts now lives in 
Wyoming, but his son, 
Pete Ricketts, currently 
serves as the Governor 
of  Nebraska.

The Omaha World 
Herald reported that 
Straight Arrow News is 
aiming to be a nonparti-
san news source despite 
Ricketts’ politically con-
servative background. 

“Ricketts expressed 
confidence and said 
he will be building in 
‘safeguards’ so that his 
startup will truly deliver 
news without bias or po-
litical spin,” the Omaha 
World Herald said. 

These safeguards 
have been created be-
cause Ricketts has 
launched a different 
news platform in the 
past, and he knows what 
to expect in terms of  fi-
nancial security and of  
the company’s integrity.

“He launched 
DNAinfo, a news web-
site that provided local 
coverage in Chicago 
and New York, in 2009. 
He later bought Go-
thamist, another New 
York-based news site, 
and then merged the 
two,” the Chicago Tri-
bune said.

DNAinfo was shut 
down in Nov. 2017 
when staff  began union-
izing and the company’s 
financial viability was at 
stake, according to the 

Chicago Tribune. 
The Omaha World 

Herald said Ricketts’ 
platform will initial-
ly focus on national 
news, but it may widen 
its scope in the future. 
The Omaha World Her-
ald also said Ricketts is 
confident that Straight 
Arrow News will gen-
erate a profit while also 
remaining unbiased. 

Straight Arrow News 
is now live and can be 
accessed at straightar-
rownews.com.

years now. With many 
Nebraska supporters, 
Wishart has already be-
gun the ballot initiative 
to put medical marijua-
na on the November 
2022 ballot. 

Senator Justin Wayne 
of  Omaha and Dis-

“Ricketts ex-
pressed con-
fidence and 
said he will 
be building in 
‘safeguards’ so 
that his startup 
will truly deliv-
er news without 
bias or political 

Omaha World Herald

trict 13 has begun the 
push for legislation 
that would legalize 
recreational marijana 
for adults 21 and over. 
Once approved by leg-
islators, this would be 
on the ballot for Ne-
braskans in the 2022 

“I have the over-
whelming support 
of Nebraskans on 
my side. I also feel 
confident we will 
see some move-
ment on the fed-
eral level as well 
which will put even 
more pressure on 
Nebraska”

Senator Anna Wishart
Nebraska Senator for 

District 27

election cycle. 
New Senator Terrell 

McKinney, represent-
ing District 11, also 
introduced a bill on 
Jan. 15 to decriminal-
ize marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia. 

“I have the over-

whelming support of  
Nebraskans on my 
side. I also feel confi-
dent we will see some 
movement on the fed-
eral level as well which 
will put even more 
pressure on Nebraska,” 
Sen. Wishart said.

Courtesy photo | Joe Ricketts official website

Ricketts 
strives for 
unbiased 
news

An email was sent 
from the Registrar’s 
Office on Jan. 20 to all 
students notifying them 
of  their rights under 
FERPA for the spring 
semester. The Family 
Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act [FERPA] 
is related to students’ 
rights when it comes to 
their education records. 
It ensures that students’ 
educational records are 
confidential and accu-
rate at all times.

There are four main 
aspects under FERPA 

that students need to 
understand according 
to the registrar’s email. 
The first one being that 
students have the right 
to look over and re-
view their educational 
records within 45 days 
after Doane University 
receives a written re-
quest for access to said 
records. This essentially 
means that if  a tran-
script or something is 
requested, students will 
be able to view it within 
45 days before it is sent 
to whomever requested 
the records.

The second aspect of  
FERPA is the right that 
students have to chal-

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

lenge their educational 
records. If  a student tru-
ly believes and has a val-
id reason to believe that 
their educational re-
cords are inaccurate or 
violating their privacy 
rights, they can request 
an amendment to their 
educational records or 
challenge their records.

The third aspect of  
FERPA is one that pro-
tects the confidentiality 
of  students’ records and 
states that a student’s 
signature is required in 
order to release things 
such as transcripts. 
There is a list of  infor-
mation referred to as 
“directory information” 

FERPA policy reminder sent out to students
that Doane University 
has the ability to share 
that can be found in 
the email. Although 
they have the ability to 
share it, there is a likely 
chance that it will not 
just be handed out to 
anyone who requests it.

“While the above di-
rectory information can 
be released, Doane Uni-
versity is very cautious 
and releases limited 
information to internal 
and external constitu-
encies,” according to 
the email from the reg-
istrar’s office.

Students do have the 
right to block the uni-
versity’s ability to share 

this directory informa-
tion. In order to do so, 
students need to notify 
the Registrar’s Office 
by Wednesday, Jan. 27 
and fill out the required 
forms.

The fourth and final 
aspect of  the FERPA 
policy is that students 
have the right to seek 
justice if  they believe 
that Doane is incor-
rectly following these 
policies. If  they believe 
there is an issue with 
Doane’s compliance, 
students need to con-
tact The Family Policy 
Compliance Office with 
complaints of  failure to 
follow all policies be-

fore mentioned. 
FERPA is important 

to understand because 
it is designed to protect 
students’ educational 
records and their pri-
vacy. If  they have any 
questions or would like 
to have FERPA ex-
plained further to them, 
students should contact 
the Registrar’s Office or 
view Doane’s FERPA 
policy on the registrar’s 
web page:

http://www.doane.
edu/about-doane/of-
fices/registrar/faq/fer-
pa.



4 life & culture
Auditions welcome all students

Artisan Mark looks to the future

TikTok works to 
protect young users
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The Doane Theatre 
Department held audi-
tions on Monday, Jan. 18 
for three upcoming pro-
ductions via Zoom.

This was the first time 
auditions were held over 
Zoom, as last semester’s 
general auditions were 
socially distanced. How-
ever, according to Co-di-
rector of  Theatre Robin 
McKercher, the auditions 
were held over Zoom to 
keep everyone safe, espe-
cially with the new strain 
of  COVID-19.

“I just want to make 
sure the students are 
safe,” McKercher said.

While this was the first 
time that general audi-
tions for the upcoming 
performances were held 
over Zoom, the Theatre 
Department has been do-
ing auditions over Zoom 
for recruiting purposes. 
Doing the auditions like 
this allows the Theatre 
Department to branch 
out to other states.

Doing the auditions 
through Zoom on Jan. 
18 may have its challeng-
es as Assistant Professor 
of  Theatre Joel Egger 
notices the “loss of  ener-
gy” exchanged in a room 
during auditions. Howev-
er, it also provides unex-
pected benefits.

As an actor, Egger has 
had to learn acting for 
the camera before so he 
appreciates how the pan-

demic is forcing students 
to learn that out of  neces-
sity. 

“One thing as an act-
ing coach at Doane is 
that I see all of  these stu-
dents are getting a real 
immediate crash course 
experience by acting for 
the camera. Students are 
learning how to self-tape 
and frame themselves,” 
Egger said. 

For McKercher, Zoom 
feels more intimate and 
gives a close up on the ac-
tor where they would not 
be able to during a social-
ly distanced audition.

Even though the audi-
tions were on Zoom both 
McKercher and Egger 
felt that there was a good 
turnout.

McKercher attributes 
the good turnouts over 
the past auditions to let-
ting students be involved 
in the process. During the 
season selection process 
most years, it is a group 
of  students and two fac-
ulty members that make 
the decisions. Accord-
ing to McKercher, when 
students get to pick the 
shows that are done, they 
are more likely to want to 
be involved. 

“I feel really strong-
ly about empowering 
students here. I want 
to give the students as 
much voice as possible. 
So that’s why we usual-
ly have a good turnout,” 
McKercher said.

The auditions are also 
open to any students, not 

just students in the The-
atre Department.

“We feel very strong-
ly that anybody on cam-
pus can audition for any 
roles on the show. There’s 
no glass ceilings that say 
only theatre people can 
do this show. We want 
anybody and everybody 
to come over and give 
it a good All-American 
try and get in the show,” 
McKercher said.

McKercher also makes 
sure that there are enough 
roles for all types of  peo-
ple, making sure that the 
female to male ratio is 
equal and that it is also 
colorblind as they hope 
for a diverse cast. 

The auditions con-
sisted of  four directors 
for the three upcoming 
shows this semester. 

The first production is 
“Lonely Planet” directed 
by senior Mason Morrill 
will be the first show and 
it will broadcast around 
the end of  February. 

“The Theory of  Rela-
tivity” directed by McK-
ercher with sophomore 
Boston Reed as the musi-
cal director will be broad-
cast at the beginning of  
May. This is a piece about 
students, relationships, 
and “how their lives are 
connected.”

“My Boat Did Final-
ly Break” is an devised 
piece by Egger that will 
be shared on Youtube at 
the beginning of  April. 
The title is in regard to 
“weathering the storm” 

and breaking the boat so 
that you can “set your-
self  free and realize you 
had more strength within 
you.”

Egger said that the na-
ture of  a devised piece 
is that it comes from the 

Opening their doors 
last September, just in time 
for the pandemic to hit, 
Artisan Mark Coffee and 
Goods has faced several 
challenges since then.

In the beginning of the 
pandemic, Artisan Mark 
was forced to shut down 
from March to June, as 
many of their college-aged 
employees were sent 
home, and there were still 
so many questions and 
uncertainties surrounding 
the Coronavirus.

Since then, Artisan 
Mark has had to close 
down on several occasions 
for days at a time due to 
quarantines. They have 
also established a mask 
mandate, enhanced clean-
ing procedures and re-
duced hours. 

Owner of Artisan Mark, 
Elayne Woods-Jones, ad-
mitted business has been 
slow recently and said it’s 
hard to pinpoint one ex-
act cause, as the pandemic 
has affected all businesses. 
Woods-Jones said coffee 
sales usually go down in 
January due to many New 
Year’s resolutions, as well.

However, despite these 
challenges, Woods-Jones 
said she remains optimis-
tic and sees these challeng-
es as a way to get creative 
rather than discouraged. 

Recently, Woods-Jones 
has focused on working 
on the goods that they sell. 
Right before Christmas, 
she said they did well sell-

ing goods because Crete 
does not have a lot to offer 
in terms of boutique shop-
ping. 

In addition to their 
coffee and goods, Woods-
Jones is looking to estab-
lish a small-event venue 
in Artisan Mark. When 
the pandemic is over, Ar-
tisan Mark will be able 
to accommodate 50 to 60 
people in a “nice, more in-
timate atmosphere.”

Woods-Jones said it is 
perfect for events like brid-
al showers, sorority or fra-
ternity rush parties, etc. In 
fact, she feels as though she 
designed the shop to “be 
appealing for [college stu-
dents] to come and hang 
out,” listen to music and 
enjoy free wifi. 

In recent months, 
Woods-Jones has had to 
be creative to compensate 
for business being slow but 
remains hopeful for the fu-
ture of Artisan Mark.

With business be-

TikTok has become 
popular for today’s youth, 
but internet safety within 
the app has become a con-
cern. 

Many companies have 
become concerned about 
data privacy violations, 

and the U.S. military has 
banned TikTok from gov-
ernment-issued phones. 
The most prominent safety 
concern, though, has been 
child grooming and possi-
ble pedophilia. 

TikTok has made chang-
es to its policy in reaction 
to these concerns.

Within the app store, 
TikTok has a 12+ mark-
ing that prevents children 
under 13 years-old from 
seeing the app in the App 
Store or Google Play store 
if they have age restrictions 
on their device. 

According to the TikTok 
website, in the U.S., users 
under the age of 13 are 

Local business 
continues to 
push through 
challenges

ing slow, it would seem 
that another coffee place, 
Scooter’s Coffee, opening 
up just weeks ago in Crete 
would become one more 
obstacle in the midst of 
what already seems like 
many.

Woods-Jones said she 
was aware there was a 
Scooter’s moving into 
Crete, yet she said she was 
not concerned for her own 
business. Despite the fact 
that they both sell coffee, 
Woods-Jones does not see 
them as competition.

“Scooter’s and us, we 
offer two completely dif-
ferent things. [Scooter’s] 
whole thing is to get stuff 
out the door as fast as they 
can,” Woods said. “Where-
as we offer a higher quality 
product and also a differ-
ent experience. We 
don’t want people to 
rush out the door. We 
want them to sit and 
stay. We want people 
to enjoy their coffee 

and have a conversation 
with people.”

Woods-Jones said Ar-
tisan Mark and Scooter’s 
offer different experiences. 
Artisan Mark is for those 
who want to enjoy the at-
mosphere as well as a cup 
of coffee, and Scooter’s is a 
great place to pick up a cup 
on the way out of town. 

Feeling as though they 
offer a different product 
than Scooter’s, Woods-
Jones said she believes 
the new business is great 
for Crete. In fact, she said 
she expects more fran-
chise businesses to move 
in sooner or later due to 
the growing community in 
Crete.

“I think that Scooter’s 
is good because the more 
amenities that Crete has, 

the more people are going 
to want to come here, and 
that is especially going to 
filter over. It’s good to have 
choices,” Woods-Jones 
said.

However, she urges the 
public to make sure they 
continue to support local 
businesses so people con-
tinue to have that choice in 
business.

As for the future, 
Woods-Jones said she re-
mains optimistic and looks 
forward to holding more 
events in Artisan Mark. 
She also looks forward to 
becoming a “staple for the 
community” and for Do-
ane students, as Artisan 
Mark can be a welcoming 
place that students can en-
joy.

allowed to register for an 
account with strict guide-
lines and additional safety 
provisions. This includes 
restricted content such as 
the inability to post their 
own videos and no com-
menting privileges. 

Younger users are also 
not allowed to have fol-
lowers or maintain a per-
sonalized profile. Users 13 
to 15 years-old are also not 
allowed to use the direct 
messaging feature within 
the TikTok app.

TikTok recently intro-
duced “Family Pairing”. 
This feature allows parents 
to link to their child’s ac-
count and control many 

aspects including 
screen time, direct 
messaging, who can 
see the child’s con-
tent or liked videos, 
who can comment on 
their child’s videos, 
etc. 

TikTok partners 
with a handful of 
organizations such 
as ConnectSafely, 
Online Safety Insti-
tute and the Internet 
Watch Foundation to 
make sure users are 
protected and enjoy-
ing the app. 

group that is put together. 
That group comes from 
the audition, Egger’s 
LAR class, and across 
campus. 

Students part of  the de-
vised piece do not have to 
just be performers. Egger 

is looking for writers and 
people to share ideas as 
part of  their group. 

Any students interest-
ed in being part of  My 
Boat Did Finally Break 
can email Joel Egger at 
joel.egger@doane.edu.

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Theatre
Auditions

Students interested in "My
Boat Did Finally Break", a

devised theatre piece by Joel
Egger, should email

joel.egger@doane.edu.
 

All students welcome, even if
not performers. 

 
Writers and content

producers are also needed.
 

Annual Production Sale
Saturday, February 6, 2021

12:30 CST at Upstream Ranch

Selling 300 bulls & 40 bred heifers
•Volume discounts

• First breeding season guarantee
• Free delivery

Go to upstreamcattle.com for videos and sale catalog
upstreamranch@gmail.com

Upstream Ranch
45060 Upstream Rd
Taylor, NE 68879

Broadcast on DV Auctions 
and Superior Click-To-Bid. 

Hereford cattle bred and developed in the 
Nebraska Sandhills since 1955 for the 

commercial cattleman.

App creates 
restrictions to 
secure their 
platform
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Weekly 
Horoscopes

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):  Keep a close 

eye on the ones you care about this week. They may be 

facing silent struggles.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):   You may be feeling 

isolated this week physically and mentally. Take some 

time to do something nice for someone else.

Aries (March 21 - April 20):   This week may be full 

of  unexpected twists and turns. You may even surprise 

yourself  in how you react.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21): You have been spend-

ing a lot of  time in your comfort zone, Taurus. Use this 

week as an opportunity to get out of  that zone.

Gemini (May 22 - June 21): This week may be full of  

challenges. Do not forget what a long way confidence 

and a good attitude can go.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):  While you may have 

been feeling the need to get out and travel, remember the 

things nearby that are important to you. 

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  You’ve been feeling really 

outgoing recently, like you are beginning to find your-

self.  Do not forget who helped you along the way.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  Remember this 

week that not everything will go your way in life. You 

not only have to accept that but embrace it. 

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  Communication 

may not flow as easy as it always does for you this week. 

Be cautious with how your words come across.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21):  You may have 

been making some significant mistakes recently. Re-

member that it is okay to ask for help and admit fault.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  Things 

may be going well in your life right now. It is okay to let 

people know that you are in a good place. 

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20):  Be adventur-

ous  this week. That may seem out of  character but be 

open-minded where it could lead.

New routers installed

Graphic  by Kylie Hughes | The Doane Owl

Tiger

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

Upon returning to campus for 
the Spring semester, students no-
ticed new wireless Internet rout-
ers in Doane’s buildings. 

Students expressed frustration 
about the slow Internet connec-
tion towards the end of last se-
mester, but now, students feel 
confused about the sudden pres-
ence of new routers.

Junior Henrique Sakoda said 

one of his roommates came back 
from break and had a router in-
stalled in his room. 

“I don’t know why they put 
more routers throughout the plac-
es, but I think it’s because there’s a 
lot of Zoom calls, and they’re try-
ing to make a better Wifi connec-
tion,” Sakoda said.

Junior Sam Coy said he was not 
informed that new routers were 
going to be installed in his suite. 
He said he felt like it was an in-
vasion of privacy to have routers 

installed in his room without being 
advised about it. 

“I feel like they should have at 
least told [my roommate] because 
it’s in his room, and they left dust 
and stuff on his desk,” Coy said. 

Both Sakoda and Coy shared the 
attitude of wanting an explanation 
for the routers’ installation.

“Maybe they can send us an 
email or something explaining why 
it was necessary, just to be aware,” 
Sakoda said. 

February full of events
JOSE  VILLALPANDO

News Editor

Based on the Doane calendar 
and from recent emails, there are 
multiple events and activities that 
students can look forward to on 
campus throughout the month of 
February.

Starting on Feb. 1 and lasting 
until Feb. 12, students can visit 
Nyrop Hall to view a display for 
Black History month highlight-
ing national, Nebraskan, and Do-
ane movements throughout the 
Civil Rights Movement.

Then, beginning on Feb. 2, 
the CAPE Project will be hosting 
zoom sessions at 12 p.m. every 
Tuesday throughout the month. 
These sessions will consist of dis-
cussions on the dynamics of a 
healthy relationship.

Feb. 4 and 18 will be “Thought-
ful Thursdays,” where students 
can experience some stress relief 
through a 40-minute yoga session 
and 20-minute MindStrong con-
versation period led by a SWAT 
student. These sessions will be 
held in Cassel or the Perry Cam-
pus Center from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

On Feb. 10, students and fac-
ulty can look forward to their first 
scheduled day off.

Feb. 11, junior Sarah Daly will 
be performing her Junior Recital 
on the Doane Music Department’s 
Facebook page live from the Com-
munications building, from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m.

Finally, on Feb. 25, SWAT will be 
giving out information on safe sex, 
free condoms, dental dams, and 
lube in Perry Campus Center from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. as a part of a 
Condom Club giveaway.

Find out what activity is best for you next time you have a

day off in the cold.

activity?
Would you prefer an

activity indoors or

outdoors?

Indoors! Why

go out into

the cold?

Planning on relaxing or

getting things done?

What is your

Snowday

Outdoors, of

course!

Might as well

be productive!

Relaxation. I

need a break!

Use the day

to get

caught up

on work.

Are you looking to get

that adrenaline going?

No way!

You would

enjoy building

a snowman

with friends.

Always!

Hanging out with

friends or going solo?

Looking to keep your

brain engaged?

It's just me

today.

I'm with

friends 24/7!

I have the

day off

from class,

no thanks.

For sure!

Binge

watching

Netflix sounds

great.

Try some

arts and

crafts for the

day.

Find a

good hill

and hop on

a sled.

Have a

snowball

fight.

Time-
out
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The Doane Owl strives to 
inform, enlighten and enter-
tain students, staff and fac-
ulty while maintaining high 

journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly under the authority of  

the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. It is 

available every Tuesday of  the 
academic year on www.doane-
line.com or by requesting an 
attachment to an email from 

owl@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Abrianna 
Miller, Joey Winton, Kylie 
Hughes, Jose Villalpando, 
Kendall Meyer and Cassie 

Kessler.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.
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New COVID strain is daunting
With the death count of  

COVID-19 only rising, the 
news of  a new strain that is 
easier to transmit is quite the 
downer.

Over four-hundred-thou-
sand Americans have died 
from the virus, and more than 
twenty-five-million people 
have been diagnosed with the 
disease. 

While it is easy to brush 
these numbers aside as mere 
statistics, this new strain 
should signal to our leaders 
that now is not the time to be-
gin loosening restrictions.

The threat of  this new 
strain should not be taken 
lightly just because the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines are be-
ing distributed.

Each vaccine requires two 
doses, and you must wait for 
at least two weeks before you 
can get your second dose.

Even then, the vaccine 
takes time to become fully ef-
fective, and in that time, our 
leaders need to enforce strict 
mask and social distancing 
policies.

While it is certainely worth 
celebrating the fact that a suit-
able virus was manufactured 
so fast, we cannot abandon 
all safety measures.

Currently, at least half  of  
the states in the U.S. have 
reported the new strain of  
COVID-19, and while the 
numbers are currently low, 
it can only be assumed that 
more cases will pop up in the 

coming weeks. 
This, paired with hundreds 

of  thousands of  Americans 
traveling, no doubt helps fuel 
the spread of  the new strain.

The surge of  travel over 
the Christmas season and the 
New Years season is certaint-
ly responsible for some of  the 
increasing cases.

This could have all been 
avoided had states placed 
strict bans on travel beyond 
the state, and while the holi-
days would have been lonely, 
the lives it could have saved 
surely outweighed the cost of  
a blue Christmas.

While it is perfectly accept-
able to miss friends and fami-
ly, risking the safety of  others 
by traveling anywhere beyond 

your state, and even beyond 
your city, is not.

States that have begun to 
relax their health guidelines 
need to be wary and make 
sure they are keeping their in-
habitants safe and healthy.

Midwestern states, like 
Nebraska, have been hit by 
the virus but have not been 
nearly as bad as other places 
due in part to the population 
distribution. But the potential 
of  this new strain to spread 
makes places previously un-
touched by the virus more 
vulnerable.

 At the end of  the day, we 
want as few people to die as 
possible, and this new strain 
looks to be a major source of  
death and saddness.

Maybe this provides the 
perfect opportunity to reex-
amine what we want to see 
out of  our normality.

Throughout history, it has 
become apparent that major 
crises, especially pandemics 
and epidemics, lead to major 
change. 

In terms of  epidemics and 
pandemics, there is a medi-
cal element and a social ele-
ment. The medical element 
involves treatment, research, 
prevention, etc., whereas the 
social element of  a pandem-
ic involves the sudden chang-
es to everyday life.

Looking at a more recent, 
large-scale global epidem-
ic, the HIV/AIDS crisis led 
to many long-term changes. 
For example, due to this epi-
demic, there are now needle 
exchange programs to help 
reduce the spread of  HIV 
through intravenous drug 
use, according to the Nation-
al Institute on Drug Abuse. 
In addition to that public 
health change, there were 
major social changes as to 
how such a stigmatized virus 
was perceived.

The COVID-19 pandemic 

At the very beginning of  
the pandemic, it was often 
talked about what happens 
“when things get back to 
normal.” 

It was originally thought 
to only last a short couple of  
weeks. Then people hoped 
by the end of  summer, they 
could be back to eating in 
restaurants and partying 
with friends. Yet, as the pan-
demic stretches into almost a 
year, that idea is getting fur-
ther and further away. 

It is becoming clear that 
the idea of  “normal” will 
never be the same.

Positive change in the world

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Show stops me in my tracks

The second, and final, 
special episode of  “Eupho-
ria” aired early on HBO 
Max this past Friday, and I 
can honestly say it was so 
much better than expected. 

I would describe the con-
cept of  “Euphoria”, but I 
wouldn’t do it justice. Just go 
watch a trailer. 

This special episode fol-
lowed Jules during a therapy 
session. I feel like the episode 
added so much more depth 
to an already-deep show. 

The cinematography of  
“Euphoria” is generally im-
pressive, but this episode 
was beyond amazing. One 
scene in particular stands 
out to me: Jules is in therapy 
and gets emotional about her 
past. The camera captures a 
close image of  Jules’ eyes 

while scenes from past epi-
sodes flash over her eyes.

Jules’ character devel-
oped beyond comprehension 
during the episode. Not only 
did she revisit her trauma 
from past episodes, we got 
to see the story of  her mom. 
And on top of  that, the pro-
ducers were able to parallel 
Jules’ mom and Rue. Game. 
Changer.

Since the scheduled sea-
son two was postponed be-
cause of  the pandemic, I was 
elated when I found out they 

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief
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is already demonstrating the 
foundation of  some major 
changes that are soon to fol-
low.

There are small chang-
es we are seeing like large, 
blockbuster movies, such as 
the recent release of  Wonder 
Woman 1984, being released 
simultaneously to theaters 
and streaming platforms, ac-
cording to Variety. This could 
very well point to a future 
where more and more mov-
ies will skip the theaters and 
go straight to streaming. 

Due to all of  the limita-
tions, people have had to get 
creative, and those creative 
changes may begin to stick.

Schools may continue to 
incorporate more virtual as-
pects to them, even after stu-
dents are allowed to go back 
in person full-time. 

There are also much bigger 
changes, such as the fact that 
many people during this time 
realized what was important. 

The days of  living in a so-
ciety where healthcare work-
ers who put their lives on 
the line yet go unrecognized 
are over. This pandemic has 
shown the public what super-

heroes healthcare workers 
really are. 

This pandemic has also 
highlighted that there are 
specific populations who are 
disproportionately affected 
by many health conditions, 
not just COVID-19. After 
living through this pandem-
ic, we cannot just turn a 
blind eye to these problems 
anymore.

In whatever ways this 
world and this country does 
change after the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is evident life 
will not completely go back 
to normal. However, these 
changes do not have to be for 
the worse. We should be tak-
ing all that is learned in the 
past year and change for the 
better.

Instead of  pushing for so-
ciety to go back to normal, 
we should really be evaluat-
ing why we want “normal” 
so bad when we have the per-
fect opportunity to improve 
that idea of  “normal.” 

Therefore, as changes 
are made by this pandemic, 
people should be more open 
minded to the positive im-
pact they could have.  

were releasing two special 
episodes. Rue’s episode was 
great, but the intentional de-
tail and camerawork in Jules’ 
is unmatched.

Rosalía released a song 
with Billie Eilish specifically 
for this episode of  “Eupho-
ria”. Saying that I cried for 20 
minutes after the song played 
is an understatement. I was a 
mess for an embarrassingly 
long amount of  time. 

“Euphoria” has been a 
monumental part of  my 
growth as a person, and Jules’ 

story did not disappoint. 
I one-hundred percent 

recommend watching “Eu-
phoria” if  you can. Nothing 
has ever made me reconsider 
societal norms and look at 
the reality of  youth’s lives in 
the modern day. 

Even if  you’re not inter-
ested in a thought-provoking 
program, “Euphoria” defi-
nitely has the entertainment 
value of  your favorite classic 
show. 

- STAFF EDITORIAL - 
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Bells

Snow days

S’mores 
Poptarts

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Shamwow! 
guy

Godzilla

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

Ever since I had been 
introduced to the world 
of  desserts, the full-heart-
ed debate between cake 
and pie has been ev-
er-present. But which of  
these is really the ultimate 
dessert, and what makes 
them so near and dear to 
an individual’s heart? 

Is it the extremely ver-
satile nature of  fruit pies? 
Or perhaps it is the piece 

de resistance of  any cele-
bration that is cake?  

Personally, I would 
choose a nice, warm 
piece of  apple pie any 
day of  the week. That be-
ing said, I wouldn’t miss 
the opportunity to snag a 
chocolate lava cake from 
Applebee’s either. 

For me, the deciding 
factor that makes me 
choose pie over cake is its 
simplicity. It doesn’t need 
frosting, sprinkles or a 
special event in order to 
be brought out and eaten. 

With cake, it seems as 
though a special occasion 
is needed. The absence of  
this event makes having 
cake seem weird. How-
ever, I think that an event 
can also aid cake, as it 
can make a special event 
even more special, such 
as a wedding. 

I can admit that no 
matter how hard I try, I 
will most likely not have 

a wedding pie. It doesn’t 
have quite the same ring 
to it. 

Speaking on the ver-
satility of  these two des-
sert dishes, pie has an 
assortment of  ways it 
can be produced, from 
your standard apple pie 
with vanilla ice cream 
to, surprisingly, cheese-
cake. You read that right; 
cheesecake is, in fact, a 
pie. 

This doesn’t mean 
cake does not have ver-
satility like pie, however. 
Cakes can become deli-
cious, decorative art piec-
es. Cake is also the only 
dessert I’ve ever had that 
can encompass a vegeta-
ble, for example, a carrot, 
and still be fantastic. 

But even so, on any 
given day, I will choose 
pie over cake in its sim-
plest form, specifically 
apple with a scoop of  va-
nilla ice cream.  

Pie takes the cake

Missing “The Office” 

If  you’re like me, you 
have that go-to tv show. 
It’s perfect for back-
ground noise, a good 
laugh or just about any-
thing else you could think 
of. 

For me, that show is 
the American version of  
“The Office”. The char-
acters are realistic, the 
plotlines are intriguing 
and Michael Scott creates 
environments that are so 
awkward they are funny. 

Jim and Pam may not 

be the perfect couple, but 
I would be lying if  I said I 
never cried over their sto-
ryline. 

What I love about 
“The Office’’ is that it 
goes deeper than the 
script or characters. A 
couple aspects of  “The 
Office” that I think el-
evate this show are the 
camera work and the idea 
of  writers being charac-
ters in the show. 

What is absurd is the 
fact that Netflix and CBS 
decided to remove “The 
Office” from the stream-
ing platform. Though it 
is accessible on the new 
streaming service Pea-
cock, loyal Netflix users 
are upset. 

Netflix has created a 
reputation for removing 
content after it becomes 
increasingly popular. 
Though there are count-
less examples of  this, the 
most recent is the remov-
al of  “Friends”.

As a subscriber to 
many streaming services, 
I find that we are being 
pulled in many direc-
tions. Why are networks 
creating streaming ser-
vices? 

It seems redundant, 
and eventually, we will 
be paying for each chan-
nel separately. Are people 
really wanting to pay for 
each channel they watch? 
It seems just as produc-
tive to go back to cable 
TV. 

Removing beloved tele-
vision shows from Netflix 
is not good in my book. It 
would make sense if  the 
show was not very popu-
lar, but “The Office” was 
well-loved. Netflix is go-
ing to start losing users 
if  they become an only 
“Netflix Original”-based 
platform. 

Bring back my Michael 
Scott! Looks like I will be 
buying more DVDs; that 
way, big companies can’t 

Keanu Reeves, Holly-
wood’s wholesome ac-
tion friend and most ex-
cellent actor, is by far one 
of  the best things to hap-
pen to Hollywood. This 
week’s Hot Takes will be 
focused on ranking the 
movies Keanu Reeves 
stars in (the ones that I 
consider noteworthy at 
least).

Before I begin, let me 
just say that Reeves is 
one of  the nicest people 
on the planet, and this 
ranking is in no way an 
attack on him or his act-
ing because he is too pure 
for this world and for me 
to scrutinize him.

Each movie is graded 
based on the quality of  
the movie, rewatchability 
and how well Reeves is 
used in the movie.

Quality of  the movie 
is pretty straightforward; 
it’s graded on how ob-
jectively solid the plot, 
acting, visuals, etc. are, 
as there are some movies 
that, when compared to 
others, fall flat.

Rewatchability, most 

simply put, is how many 
times you could watch 
the movie before you 
got tired of  it. A movie I 
could watch ten times has 
a higher score on the list 
than a movie that I could 
only watch two or three 
times in a row.

Finally, the use of  
Reeves is graded on how 
iconic or quotable Reeves’ 
role is in the movie, how 
good the dialogue is, how 
other characters bounce 
off  of  him and his per-
formance. If  it feels like 
he is playing a character 
(again, through no fault 
of  his own), the movie is 
not ranked as high when 
compared to a movie that 
makes you feel like it’s 
just a film crew recording 
Reeves in his day-to-day 
life.

S Tier- These movies 
are fun, funny, bombas-
tic and overall just a joy 
to watch. Everything 
from the script, to the ac-
tion, to the plot perfectly 
compliments Reeves and 
plays to his strengths as 
an actor-- not to mention 
they’re endlessly rewatch-
able.

A Tier- While not as 
objectively good as the 

movies above, these mov-
ies still have a lot to offer 
and allow Reeves plenty 
of  room to shine.

B Tier- The movies 
in this tier are fun for 
the most part, but they 
don’t fully utilize the 
acting chops Reeves has, 
or they are not as objec-
tively good. That being 
said, there are still plenty 
of  reasons to like these 
movies, but when com-
pared to the ones above, I 
can’t justify putting them 
in any tier above or below 
this one.

Hot takes; Keanu is the bee’s Reeves

JAMESON OFFICER-
THURSTON 
Staff  Writer

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

C Tier- These mov-
ies suffer from a lack of  
a good plot, a well-de-
veloped script and/or 
less-than-stellar visuals. 
Reeves mostly seems 
like an afterthought, and 
there is too much wrong 
with the movie itself  to 
allow Reeves to make 
something good out of  it.

F Tier- Not even God 
or Reeves (yes, I know 
I just said God twice) 
could fix these stinkers. 
There is nothing here 
to love, and it’s a shame 
Reeves is associated with 

these movies in any way, 
as it is a blemish on his 
career. That being said, 
he still gives it his all, and 
that’s why I love him.

Keanu Reeves is a gift 
to us from the heavens 
and must be protected 
at all costs. His movies 
might vary in quality, but 
one thing I think we can 
all agree on is that he is 
one of  the most whole-
some people to ever live.

*Note: All rankings 
are final and no amount 
of  hate/convincing will 

change my mind

S Tier: (The best)- John 
Wick 1-3, Speed

A Tier: (Second Best)- 
Bill and Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure, The Matrix

B Tier: (Average)- 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula, 
Point Break, The Matrix 
Reloaded

C Tier: (Below Aver-
age)- The Matrix Revolu-
tions, 47 Ronin, Johnny 
Mnemonic

F Tier: (Garbage)- 
Constantine, Replicas

Again, let me say: no 
amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind 
so please save yourself  
the time and energy, you 
have better things to do 
than argue with a college 
kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic 
you want me to make a 
ranking of ? Email me at 
joey.winton@doane.edu 
with the subject line Hot 
Takes and I might write 
about it!
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A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton
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Track wins big

The Men’s Basketball 
team defeated Dordt on 
Saturday, ending a nine-
game losing streak that 
dates back to Dec. 12. 
The team played their 
final home game of  the 
season and were able to 
get the win in an 83-69 
game.

Not only was the win 
over a good team like 
Dordt, but it also gave the 
team hope of  securing 
the last spot in the GPAC 
tournament with four 
games remaining.

The first half  was back 
and forth, with Doane 
going on an 8-0 run, and 
Dordt answering with a 
14-2 run towards the end 

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia Coordi-

nator

Cheer Team competes at invite

ANDREUS ABNER
Staff  Writer

Amid COVID-19 
restrictions, the Men’s 
and Women’s Track and 
Field team have only 
been improving this sea-
son with only two meets 
under their belt this year.

Doane traveled to 
Concordia University 
who hosted the Polar 
Dog Invite on Jan. 22. 
The Doane Track teams 
grabbed 12 event wins 
between the two teams. 

On the Women’s 
side, senior Mackenzie 
Brandl won the 200m 
dash with a 26.31, rank-
ing her eighth in the 
NAIA. 

Junior Annika Pin-
gel placed second in 
the 1000m with a time 
of  3:06, which took her 
up to ninth place in the 
NAIA. 

As for the field events, 
freshman Sarah Theiler 
came in first for high 
jump, clearing a height 
of  1.51m.

The Men’s team start-
ed off  strong on the track 
as freshman Christopher 
Vincent  recorded a time 
of  7.11 seconds in the 
60m dash, earning him 
first place. 

Sophomore Kalen 
Dockwiler set a meet re-
cord and took first place 
in the 1000m run with 
a time of  2:33. Dock-
wiler’s time is currently 
the third fastest in the 
NAIA. 

Winning the 5000m, 
senior Alec Wick set the 
meet record with a time 

of  15:18, ranking him 
13th in the NAIA. 

Freshman Zach Turn-
er also came up with a 
meet record time, clock-
ing in at 8:10 in the 60m 
hurdles. His performance 
pushed him into second 
place in the NAIA. 

Finishing off  the track 
events, the 4x400m relay 
team, consisting of  se-
nior Logan Hammond, 
sophomore Jordan 
Tasler, Turner and fresh-
man Carter Reckling, 
took first with a com-
bined time of  3:24, earn-
ing eighth in the nation. 

The Men kept their 
prowess in the field as 
well, with Reckling tak-
ing first place in high 
jump as he marked a 
height of  1.90m. 

Freshman Connor 
Floyd took first in the 
pole vault due to clear-
ance attempts and mark-
ing a 4.78m, making him 

tied for second in the 
NAIA.  

Junior Sergio Arcos 
grabbed a win on the 
runway as he stole first 
place in long jump mark-
ing in at 6.67m. 

With another strong 
performance on the run-
way, senior Tanner Sand 
won the triple jump 
with a mark of  14.06m, 
placing him ninth in the 
NAIA. 

For the throws, senior 
Matthew Campbell won 
the shot put with a mark 
of  15.58m; he remains in 
seventh place nationally.

The Track team will 
compete on Jan. 29 and 
Jan. 30 in the Fred Beile 
Classic, their last home 
meet for the indoor sea-
son. The two-day meet 
will be split up with 
the Men’s and Wom-
en’s heptathlon on Jan. 
29 and track and field 
events on Jan. 30.

On Friday, Jan. 22, 
Doane’s Cheer and 
Dance Team competed 
in the Doane Invitational 
Cheer and Dance com-
petition against Hastings 
College and have their se-
nior night.

This being the first 
competition of  the year, 
the team was anticipating 
finally getting the chance 
to perform somewhere 
other than practice. Soph-
omore Kiersten Ander-
son was looking forward 
to getting another chance 
to compete this year.

“I think I [was] most 
looking forward to get-
ting back on the mat 
and competing with my 
team,” Anderson said. 
“I really loved having 
the opportunity to com-
pete last year and I am 
fortunate enough to do it 
again.”

In the days leading 

up to the competition, 
practice had been key 
in order to master every 
part of  their routine. Se-
nior Brandie Schmitt had 
been preparing with the 
team so that it all came 
together on Friday.

Men’s Basketball dominates Dordt
Kiersten Anderson

Sophomore

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

“We have been run-
ning our routine full 
out for the last few days 
to make sure we can 
complete each skill in 
our routine successful-
ly,” Schmitt said. “We 
also have been wear-

ing our masks at every 
single practice for the 
entire practice to make 
sure that if  anyone gets 
COVID on the team we 
will not be exposed by 
wearing masks.”

For this competition, 
the team was ready to 
demonstrate all their 
hard work that they have 
dedicated for the last se-
mester. Friday was a day 
that they could perform 
this for people outside of  
their normal practices.

“I hope that we show-
case everything that we 
have worked so hard on 
and leave the mat feel-
ing proud of  the routine 
and all the hard work we 
have put forth to prepare 
for this competition,” 

The Tigers end 
a losing streak 
with a score of 
83-69

of  the half. Dordt held a 
42-37 lead at halftime.

An 11-0 run and a 
14-2 run in the second 
half  gave the home team 
the advantage, as they 
were able to hold onto 
the lead and get the win.

Senior Jaxon Harre 
led the team with 19 
points, while also being 
tied for the lead in re-
bounds with seven. Se-
nior Anthony Laravie 
and junior Tyler Sullivan 
both equalled Harre’s re-
bound count.

Laravie contributed 
14 points in the contest, 
with junior Joe Burt add-
ing 13 points.

The Basketball team 
will play their final four 
games away from home 
as they look to clinch the 
final spot in the GPAC 
tournament.

Their next game will 
be against Jamestown in 
North Dakota on Jan. 
31. Tip-off  is scheduled 
for 1 p.m.

The team supports freshman Megan Wiley at the top of 
the 1-1-1 cheer pyramid.

Athlete of the Week
Zach Turner
Track & Field
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Junior Joe Burt played 33 minutes and scored 13 points off of transitions.

Schmitt said.
Due to the COVID-19 

guidelines, Hastings’ 
family and friends were 
not able to be at the com-
petition. Only a few Do-
ane family members and 
students were allowed to 
watch the competition in 
person.

“It will be weird as 
other teams’ families 
are not allowed to come 
to the competition but I 
am really excited that my 
parents are able to come 
to senior night which is 
on Friday,” Schmitt said. 
“I am thankful that Do-
ane has worked to allow 
family and some Doane 
students to come to this 
competition so we are 
able to have a crowd to 

support.”
Despite the new 

guidelines, the team was 
still looking forward 
to performing for their 
families and making 
their teammates proud.

“I think the best part is 
going to be able to show 
my family and friends 
how proud I am of  my 
team and of  myself,” 
Anderson said. “I am 
very excited to have all 
of  the people I am close 
with there to see me do-
ing the sport I love.”

Hastings ended up 
narrowly winning the 
invite with a grand total 
68 points. Doane came 
up in second place with 
a total of  67 points.


