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Coronavirus relief package passed

Doane’s risk dial stays at moderate level

Professor’s research continues
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As a physiologist, Tes-
sa Durham Brooks, As-
sociate Professor of  Biol-
ogy, aims to understand 
processes through a scale 
of  life starting with mol-
ecules all the way to an 
entire organism.

Particularly what in-
terests Durham Brooks is 
genes and environment. 
To learn more about this, 
she focuses her research 
on plants. 

Durham Brooks uses 
plants specifically be-
cause genetically, they 
are easy to manipulate. 
Plants are asexual, mean-
ing they can reproduce 

by themselves, creating 
genetically identical off-
spring. They also are 
forced to stay where they 
are and deal with the en-
vironment they have been 
given. 

The first of  her three 
ongoing projects is to 
look at the “impact of  
hemp conditioned soil on 
corn growth.” This proj-
ect, being carried out by 
a student, is to determine 
if  hemp can be a rotation 
crop with corn. 

Farmers are looking to 
know what the benefits of  
growing hemp can be. So, 
this research is designed 
to determine if  hemp can 
positively impact corn 
growth.

The project required 
soil from hemp fields and 
a control soil. Then the 
chemical makeup of  the 
soil and the plants was 
examined, as well as the 
growth properties of  the 
plant.

Another project that 
Durham Brooks is work-
ing on is determining 

how roots and microbes 
interact. This statewide 
project funded by the Na-
tional Science Founda-
tion (NSF) is concluding 
its fifth year of  research. 

“Our job was to de-
velop a way to watch 
the plant make different 
compounds to talk to 
the microbes in the soil,” 
Durham Brooks said.

They grow seedlings so 
that they have access to 
the roots. They can then 
measure what chemicals 
the roots are producing. 
From there, they can see 
where in the roots chem-
icals are released and 
determine in which sit-
uations roots release the 
compounds. 

The third project 
Durham Brooks currently 
has going is to take those 
compounds released by 
the roots in her second 
project and see how the 
microbes react to the 
compounds. 

Both of  these projects 
use imaging to help gath-
er results. There are var-

Durham Brooks 
studying 
genes and 
environment

Bill passed 

with no 

Republican 

support
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On March 10, the 
House of  Representa-
tives approved President 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion Coro-
navirus relief  package 

The most recent Cam-
pus Risk Dial update sent 
out on March 12 stated 
that there were two new 
positive COVID-19 cases 
in the past week, accord-
ing to an email sent out to 
all students by University 
Communications.

As of  this publication, 
the risk dial remains at a 
moderate level as it has 
for the past few weeks. 

To help facilitate in 
stopping the spread of  
COVID-19, Greek Life 
students participated in 
saliva-based testing. On 
March 3 and 4, active and 
prospective Greek mem-
bers interested in partic-

with a close vote of  220-
211, and Biden signed 
the package into law on 
March 11.

No Republican in the 
House voted in favor of  
the bill, and Democrat 
Rep. Jared Golden of  
Maine voted against the 
bill, citing changes in the 
legislation from the Sen-
ate.

“[The Senate] did not 
go far enough, and other 
changes-- like removing 
the minimum wage in-
crease or providing a low-
er unemployment bene-

fit-- undermined policies 
that I support,” Golden 
said.

The legislation will 
send direct payments of  
$1,400 to eligible Amer-
icans, extend unemploy-
ment benefits and expand 
child tax credit among 
other things.

Additions to the bill, 
like an increase of  the 
federal minimum wage, 
an increase of  the amount 
of  money provided in un-
employment benefits and 
expanding who is eligi-
ble for direct payments, 

were all removed by the 
nonpartisan Senate par-
liamentarian Elizabeth 
MacDonough according 
to NPR.

The bill will also 
give billions of  dollars 
to schools and to fund-
ing the distribution of  
COVID-19 vaccines, test-
ing and other supplies.

Despite these propos-
als, Republicans almost 
unanimously opposed 
the plan, while Demo-
crats were able to push 
the bill forward without 
bipartisan support.

“The Senate has nev-
er spent $2 trillion in a 
more haphazard way or 
through a less rigorous 
process,” Senate Minori-
ty Leader Mitch McCon-
nell said.

Rep. Jason Smith, (R-
Mo.) told NPR “it’s the 
wrong plan at the wrong 
time,” stating that if  the 
bill was focused on giving 
people direct payments 
and COVID-19 vaccina-
tions, there would have 
been more bipartisan sup-
port.

The White House and 

ious imaging tools that 
Durham Brooks uses. 
She also uses computers 
to take measurements of  
the images, known as im-
age processing. 

The goal is to “de-

cipher the language 
between roots and mi-
crobes,” according to 
Durham Brooks. This 
research helps to improve 
soil health which is be-
coming an increasingly 

worrisome problem for 
future agriculture. 

With many of  her proj-
ects, such as the plants 
and microbes project, 
Durham Brooks has had 
to develop her own meth-
ods because there are no 
instructions on how to 
measure and do many of  
these tasks. 

“The biggest challenge 
is [that] my research is 
very question-oriented, 
not method-oriented,” 
Durham Brooks said. 

Despite the challeng-
es that research poses, 
Durham Brooks enjoys 
the collaboration aspect 
of  research. She said she 
has collaborated with al-
most every part of  the sci-
ence department because 
“there is so much to gain 
from working across dis-
ciplines.”

“It’s hard. I’m not 
saying it’s easy because 
you are trying to learn 
each other’s language, 
but it’s super rewarding,” 
Durham Brooks said. 

ipating in Weeks of  the 
Greeks had to get tested 
for COVID-19. 

According to Rachel 
Czerny, Director of  Cam-
pus Wellness, there were 
275 students that got test-
ed. Less than 1 percent of  
students tested positive. 
Those who tested positive 
isolated for 10 days, and 
any close contacts had 
to be quarantined for 10 
days.

“This strategy allowed 
us to mitigate risk and 
help all students partic-
ipating in Weeks of  the 
Greeks do so safely,” 
Czerny said.

Despite getting test-
ed before Weeks of  the 
Greeks, students are still 
expected to follow mask-

ing and social distancing. 
Some events are also be-
ing held outdoors or vir-
tually to minimize risk. 

Czerny attributes the 
“increased capacity for 
testing” for the lower 
number of  COVID-19 
cases this spring semester 
compared to those of  the 
fall semester.

“While all of  the pre-
vention measures we are 
asking students to take 
can seem daunting, they 
are the very tools that 
allow for our normal tra-
ditions like Weeks of  the 
Greeks to continue to oc-
cur safely,” Czerny said.

The low number of  
cases has also allowed the 
library to open up more 
space for student use. The 

lower level of  the library 
will be open for quiet 
study. There will also be 
study rooms open in the 
upper and lower level of  
the library.

In addition to the 
openings in the library, 
outdoor patio furniture 
is set up and ready to use 
outside of  Lakeside, resi-
dence buildings and aca-
demic buildings.

Despite the decrease in 
cases and increase in vac-
cinations in the Doane 
community, students are 
still urged to wear a mask 
around others and inside 
all university buildings, 
practice social distanc-
ing, practice good hand 
hygiene and stay home 
when feeling unwell.

COVID-19 Update

As of March 12, there has been two new
positive COVID-19 cases.

 
The risk dial remains at a moderate level.

 
The library has opened more space for

student to use, and outdoor patio
furniture is set up and ready to use due to

the decrease of cases. 
 

Students are still encouraged to wear a
mask, practice social distancing, practice
good hand hygiene and stay home when

feeling sick.

congressional Democrats 
cited public opinion polls 
which showed support 
for the legislation, includ-
ing support from a ma-
jority of  Republicans in 
some of  the surveys.

The same day Biden 
signed the bill into law, 
March 11, he delivered 
his first prime-time ad-
dress to the nation to 
mark the one-year anni-
versary of  the COVID-19 
pandemic entering the 
US.
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Members of Chi Delta sorority pose on bid day before handing out bids to their poten-
tial new members. 

Greeks 
welcome 
new 
members

Order 

aimed at 

expanding 

voting rights

Executive Order signed

Weeks of the Greeks begins

This Week’s 
Weather 
Forecast

Thursday
3/18

High: 46
Low: 28

High: 50
Low: 32

High: 56
Low: 43

High: 60
Low: 47

Friday
3/19

Sunday
3/21

High: 58
Low: 40

Wednesday
3/17

High: 40
Low: 31

Saturday
3/20

High: 58
Low: 42

Monday
3/22

Tuesday
3/23

President Joe Biden 
signed Executive Order 
14019 on March 7 to ex-
pand Americans’ access 
to voting information, 
registration and partici-
pation. 

Sections one and two 
of  the executive order de-
tail the purpose of  such 
expansion. Biden refer-
ences past legislation that 
allowed more Americans 
to vote. He also men-
tioned the shortcomings 
of  the present-day vot-
ing process, including 
discrimination, unequal 
access to registration doc-
uments and the spread of  
misinformation.

The third section of  
the document outlines 
methods in which local 
and state governments 
should address this issue. 
Biden said efforts should 
be made to circulate rele-
vant and informative ma-
terials, make the process 
of  registering to vote on-
line more accessible and 
give Americans a com-
prehensive understanding 
of  how to register to vote. 

Biden also said local 
and state governments 
should assist individuals 
in registering to vote if  

The Weeks of  the 
Greeks kicked off  as bids 
came in on March 13. 
Groups have been pre-
paring for this all year, as 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has drastically changed 
the way that new pledges 
and current members are 
participating in activities 
over the course of  this 
school year.

Social distancing and 
room capacity have got-
ten in the way of  many 
activities on campus, 
with Greek activities be-
ing heavily impacted due 
to the amount of  socializ-
ing that is involved.

needed and improve mul-
tilingual support.

The executive order 
also addressed an update 
to Vote.gov, better oppor-
tunities for employees to 
vote, accommodations 
for Americans with dis-
abilities, ensuring that 
stationed military mem-
bers can vote, more in-
formation circulating 
individuals in federal 
custody and protecting 
Native Americans’ right 
to vote.

Tim Hill, Professor 
of  Political Science, said 
Biden’s executive order 
is positive for all Ameri-
cans, even if  it will not do 
as much as he hopes. 

“In this case, Biden has 
taken what steps he can, 
which is good, in a small-
‘d’ democratic way, as far 
as it goes, but can’t com-
pare to the reforms of  
HR1 [House Resolution 
1]  and HR4 [House Res-
olution 4],” Hill said. “If  
those were to become law, 
they would fundamental-
ly transform voting access 
in America.”

HR1, the “For the Peo-
ple Act of  2021,” refers to 
an act that would enforce 
restrictions on corruption 
in elections and voting. 
The act was passed in the 
House of  Representatives 
on March 8 and is cur-
rently being deliberated 
in the Senate. 

HR4 would require 
two appointed members 
of  the House to meet with 
a Senate committee in 
order to inform the Pres-
ident that the two bodies 
are ready to receive any of  
the President’s input on a 
given issue. This bill was 

motioned, and agreed, to 
be reconsidered on Jan. 3. 

Voting on HR1 and 
HR4 has mainly been 
split between Democrats 
and Republicans, an event 
that has caused both reso-
lutions to remain largely 
stagnant to date. 
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 Rush Chair for Omega 
Psi Theta Madison Hick-
ok has had her hands full 
with the changes that 
Greek Life has made 
over the past couple of  
months.

 “It was harder to 
get people interested in 
Greek Life because we 
couldn’t host as many 
events in the beginning 
of  the year,” Hickok said.

Rush Chair for Sigma 
Phi Theta Nathaniel Nel-
son said he also thinks 
that this year has been 
noticeably different from 
the last. 

“Usually, all the groups 
are out walking around 
with each other, and there 
are more connections be-
tween groups. However, 
now it kind of  feels like 
everyone is more seclud-
ed which definitely isn’t 
a bad thing, but it’s just 
a little different,” Nelson 
said.

While trying to stay 
safe this school year, 
some groups have had 

trouble getting people in-
terested. 

“It was harder to get 
people interested and ex-
cited about things that 
were only being held on-
line. Some groups defi-
nitely had better turnouts 
than others,” Hickok 
said.

Moving past bid day, 
Nelson said he believes 
that his group has not 
stopped their progress in 
growing themselves even 
amid the Coronavirus 

pandemic. 
“We have very similar 

numbers to past years, 
but I think, like most oth-
er groups, we had a slight 
decrease in the numbers 
of  people who rushed,” 
Nelson said.

Nelson and his group 
are all trying their best to 
make their new members’ 
experiences the same as 
what they had in previous 
years. 

“We definitely want 
our new pledge class to 

have as close to a normal 
Greek Week as possible 
while following all the 
COVID-19 guidelines,” 
Nelson said. 

Hickok agreeed with 
Nelson about making 
sure that everyone is stay-
ing safe this year. 

“The top priority is 
making sure everyone is 
staying safe and follow-
ing the guidelines, along-
side making sure this is 
an experience that is still 
worthwhile and memora-

ble,” Hickok said.
All Greek groups 

are excited for the new 
members to experience 
the Weeks of  the Greeks 
while still keeping every-
one safe and healthy.

 
 

 

 

 

Key Points of Executive Order
14019

Expansion of Americans' access to voting
information, registration and participation

Local and state governments should address
the issue of the shortcomings of the present-

day voting process
Circulate relevant and informative materials
Make the process of registering to vote online

more accessible
Give Americans a comprehensive

understanding of how to register to vote
Local and state governments should assist
individuals in registering to vote if needed

Improve multilingual support
 

 

“It’s a shame this has 
become a partisan issue; 
we all stand to gain when 
people feel empowered to 
participate in the demo-
cratic process,” Hill said. 

Biden’s executive order 
was made after HR1 and 
HR4 were filibustered by 

members of  Congress. 
By signing an executive 
order, Biden did not need 
Congress’ approval, but 
his motion has limita-
tions imposed upon it. 



3newsdoaneline.com

“We need to 
take care of 
one another 
and be aware 
of when those 
we care about 
may need 
help.”

Myron Parsley
Mental Health Counselor

Doane Crime Log

• 03/3 Larceny/Theft: Theft from motor 

vehicle - Campus Property: Parking Lot 

B

• 03/3 Larceny/Theft: Theft of property - 

Campus Property: Padour Walker

Courtesy photo | Flickr.com
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Doane Safety Office reported incidents in 

their public crime log. Incidients reported 

between March 1 through 14 include:

Dr. Joseph Stothert, 
husband of  Omaha May-
or Jean Stothert, was 
found dead on March 5 
inside the family’s home 
in Southwest Omaha, 
Neb.

Stothert was a critical 
care surgery specialist 
who worked with the 
Nebraska Medical Cen-
ter and was a practicing 
physician for more than 
47 years.

According to KETV, 
police were called after a 
gunshot was heard from 
the house. Upon arriv-
al, police found Stothert 
dead with what they be-
lieve to be a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound.

The Stothert family 
released the following 
statement: “It is with 
great sadness today that 
we share the tragic loss 
of  Joe Stothert with 
family, friends and our 
loving community. Joe’s 
dedication and affection 
for everyone he cared for 
serve as a bright light of  
human kindness for all 
of  us to follow. Our fam-
ily asks for your prayers 

at this very difficult time. 
We will need them. We 
also ask for privacy so our 
family may grieve and re-
member an extraordinary 
and caring husband, fa-
ther and grandfather.”

Myron Parsley, one of  
Doane’s mental health 
counselors, commented 
on the situation saying 
we, as a society, need to 
do more to address men-
tal health concerns.

“I think the stigma 
of  talking about mental 
health has lessened, but it 
still exists,” Parsley said. 

Parsley said he also 
believes the stigma that 
surrounds men and their 
mental health can be a 
significant roadblock for 

Mayor’s husband dies in home

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

Fraternity 

chapter 

closed due to 

alleged hazing

Alleged hazing results in death

A college student at an 
Ohio university has died 
after an alleged hazing in-
cident involving a frater-
nity event.

Stone Foltz, a 20-year-
old sophomore at Bowl-
ing Green State Uni-
versity, was rushed to 
the hospital on March 8 
following an off-campus 
event hosted by the uni-
versity’s Pi Kappa Alpha 
fraternity the night be-
fore. Foltz was allegedly 
hazed to drink “copious 
amounts of  alcohol,” ac-
cording to the Foltz fami-
ly attorney Sean Alto. 

Foltz was rushed to the 
hospital after members 
of  the fraternity dropped 
him off  at his apartment 
and his roommates dis-

covered him.
Upon his arrival at the 

hospital, Foltz was listed 
in dire condition, where 
he would stay until his 
death.

“The international Pi 
Kappa Alpha fraternal 
organization identified 
Foltz as an ‘unreported 

new member’-- a pledge-- 
and said it was ‘horri-
fied and outraged’ by his 
death,” the New York 
Post reported.

The fraternity chapter 
at Bowling Green State 
University has since been 
suspended and had their 
Greek letters removed 

from the off-campus fra-
ternity house. According 
to a university spokesper-
son, the reason for this 
was because the fraterni-
ty is no longer recognized 
as a student organization 
at the university.

As of  the date of  this 
article, the case remains 
ongoing with further evi-
dence needed for a deci-
sive conclusion.

Jake Elswick, Doane 
Vice President for Enroll-
ment and Student Expe-
rience, said it is always 
distressing to see another 
incident such as Foltz’s 
death.

“Hazing is explicitly 
banned for all student 
groups at Doane, and al-
legations of  hazing are 
taken extremely serious-
ly,” Elswick said.

To Doane, hazing is 
seen as any intentional 
action that endangers a 
person’s physical or men-
tal health or safety, espe-
cially for any initiation 
to student groups. Other, 
more subtle forms of  haz-
ing are recognized as de-
ception or isolation with 
verbal abuse or threats as 

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

them to seek assistance.
“Men are often social-

ized to not show emotion 
or [taught] that showing 
emotion is a weakness. 
This can be an obstacle 
for men to seek help for 
mental health issues,” 
Parsley said.

According to the 
American Foundation for 

Suicide Prevention, mid-
dle-aged, white men are 
the most likely to commit 
suicide, and in 2019, men 
died by suicide 3.63 times 
more often than women.

As it can be difficult 
to identify if  someone is 
in need of  help, Parsley 
offers this piece of  ad-
vice: “... we need to take 

care of  one another and 
be aware of  when those 
we care about may need 
help. Be willing to ask if  
they are alright. It can 
make a difference in help-
ing them to seek resourc-
es. Know that help is 
available if  you or some-
one you know is strug-
gling with mental health 

issues.”
If  you or anyone you 

know is in need of  help, 
go to https://suicide-
preventionlifeline.org/ 
or call the suicide pre-
vention lifeline at 1-800-
273-8255. Both services 
are free, confidential and 
provide 24/7 support for 
people in distress.

a short list.
“Just this past week-

end, we hosted a training 
session with new Greek 
group members to identi-
fy what hazing looks like 
and how students can 
report hazing,” Elswick 
said.

Along with the training 
sessions, in partnership 
with the Campus Advo-
cacy, Prevention and Ed-
ucation (CAPE) Project, 
Doane hosted bystand-
er intervention training 

and will also continue to 
monitor and follow up 
with new members of  
Greek Life throughout 
Week of  the Greeks.

Elswick also added 
that any student who 
feels they are a victim 
or witness of  hazing can 
reach out to him, the 
CAPE Project office or 
the Dean of  Students. It 
is of  utmost importance 
for students to be both 
safe and enjoy their col-
lege experience.

Hazing
What is hazing?
 Any intentional action that

endangers a person’s physical or
mental health or safety, especially for

any initiation to student groups

Who do I contact if I am
a victim or witness of

hazing?
Students can contact Jake Elswick,

Doane Vice President for Enrollment
and Student Experience, the CAPE

Project office or the Dean of
Students.
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New event coming to campus
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Doane’s Relay for Life 
leadership team is host-
ing a live game show to 
fundraise for the organi-
zation on March 19 at 7 
p.m. The event will be 
live-streamed on Doane’s 
YouTube channel.

The top three fundrais-
ing teams, Delta Kappa 
Pi, Gamma Phi Iota and 
Sigma Phi Theta, have 
been invited to send two 
representatives from their 
group to participate and 
possibly win prizes.

Nick Knopik, Assis-
tant Director of  Leader-
ship and Service and ad-
visor of  the Relay for Life 
leadership team, said all 
students, faculty, alum-
ni and Crete community 
members are encouraged 
to watch.

“We have invited the 
top three fundraising 
teams to send two mem-
bers to participate in 
three games: 60 Seconds 
to Win It, Family Dispute 
and Do You Want to be 
a Millionaire?” Knopik 
said.

The game show will 
be hosted by senior Nik 
Schnebly and junior Ri-
ley Spicer, who will be 
“giving a sneak-peek at 
what to expect for Relay 
for Life 2021,” according 
to Knopik. 

“Tuning in to the game 
show on Friday is a great 
way to learn more about 
Relay 2021 and hear 
about what the students 
on Doane’s Relay for 
Life leadership team have 
planned for Relay week 
in April,” Knopik said. 

Representatives from 
the top three teams have 
not been announced, and 

Knopik said it will be a 
surprise for the people 
who tune in. 

The week for Relay for 
Life is April 12 through 
April 16, and Doane has 
already raised $3,500 of  
the $20,000 goal. 

“Doane has an incredi-
ble record of  success with 
Relay for Life, ranking as 
one of  the top three uni-
versities in the nation in 
funds raised per capita 
each year for over a de-
cade,” Knopik said. “The 
students, faculty, and staff  
at Doane have shown tre-
mendous support for Re-
lay, and we would love to 
see that support continue 
this year.”

Students can register 
for Relay for Life at bit.
ly/doanerelay. With any 
questions or concerns, 
please contact Knopik at 
nick.knopik@doane.edu.

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

With the semester 
closing in on the usual 
time for Stop Day, new 
regulations are being put 
in place in order to keep 
students safe. Because of  
this, Stop Day will look a 
little different this year.

An email sent out on 
March 5 from Student 
Congress relayed this 
year’s new Stop Day 
guidelines and regula-
tions.

These rules are contin-
gent on how the current 
environment on campus 
changes in relation to 
COVID-19 cases.

All food will be 
pre-packaged, which stu-
dents will need to take 
back to their rooms to 
eat.

The six-foot social dis-
tancing guideline is high-
ly encouraged right now 
in order to avoid a spike 
in COVID-19 cases on 
campus so that Stop Day 
does not get canceled.

“Stop Day will be can-
celed if  an outbreak oc-
curs on campus. We ask 
students to be safe and 
follow protocols to en-
sure we get a Stop Day 
since we did not get one 

last year,” Haley Miller, 
Student Congress Presi-
dent, said.

Stop Day Eve is can-
celed this year. Instead, 
an email announcing 
Stop Day will be sent out 
on the morning of  the 
designated day.

COVID-19 guidelines 
will be followed at all 
times. Everyone must 
wear a mask and social 
distance throughout Stop 
Day.

“Students should ex-
pect social distancing and 
masking to be enforced at 
all events [and] be asked 
to use hand sanitizer pri-
or to participating,” Mill-

Stop Day makes 
adjustments

er said.
Students should also 

avoid participating in 
Stop Day activities if  they 
feel sick in any way, espe-
cially if  they are experi-
encing symptoms similar 
to COVID-19 symptoms.

Most activities will 
be held outdoors to help 
facilitate social distanc-
ing guidelines. However, 
there may be a need for 
limits on capacity due to 
safety guidelines. 

A sign up form for 
Stop Day activities will 
be sent out to students in 
order to help plan for the 
space needed for each ac-
tivity.

LIVE

60 SECONDS TO WIN IT

F R I D A Y  M A R C H  1 9 T H  /  7  P M
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DOANE UNIVERSITY RELAY FOR LIFE PRESENTS:

JOIN THE STREAM TO WATCH THE TOP RELAY
FOR LIFE FUNDRAISING TEAMS COMPETE IN:

game

sho
w
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DOANE UNIVERSITY
DOANE UNIVERSITY
RELAY FOR LIFE

DO YOU WANT TO BE A MILLIONAIRE?

family DISPUTE: Fast Money

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

The Xanadu magazine 
has been a part of  Do-
ane’s history since 1956. 
Xanadu was created by 
students in the Doane 
English Department and 
has been published every 
spring since then. At its 
core, Xanadu is a literary 
journal seeking student 
and faculty submissions.

Traditionally, the mag-
azine is printed, but this 
year, it will be posted 
online. This allows more 
opportunities for student 
submissions. 

“This year, especial-
ly, we are able to take in 
more submissions due 
to the fact that we have 
gone online, where in the 
past, we have been only a 
printed magazine,” soph-
omore PJ Ramsey, Co-
Art Chair, said.

Students of  all majors 
and all faculty members 
can submit fine arts piec-
es. Examples include, 
but are not limited to: 
paintings, photography, 
digital art and printmak-
ing. New this year is the 
opportunity for videogra-
phy submissions. 

Xanadu staff  is now 
hosting campus-wide 
Write Out Louds, along-
side Xanadu Scholars 
events and Death Cafes. 

If  students are looking 
to submit written pieces 
to the magazine, Xana-
du staff  encourages them 
to share those pieces at a 
Write Out Loud. Write 
Out Louds will start 
during Worldview Week 
in March. 

The first Xanadu 
Scholars event will be a 
presentation by Professor 
Dan Clanton, editor of  
the new “Oxford Hand-

book of  the Bible and 
American Popular Cul-
ture.” 

Xanadu will be offer-
ing instructional work-
shops for writers across 
Doane’s campus. The first 
workshop will be held lat-
er in March as part of  the 
annual Pre Health Boot 
Camp designed for stu-
dents looking into careers 
in medicine or health 
care. Contact Phil Weitl 
to set up a workshop for 
students in your specific 
program. 

Students and faculty 
can submit works until 
April 7 to xanadu.maga-
zine.submissions@gmail.
com. 

With any questions, 
contact Xanadu Edi-
tor-in-Chief  Jean Che-
valier at jean.chevalier@
doane.edu or Xanadu Di-
rector Phil Weitl at phil-
lip.weitl@doane.edu. 

New Xanadu 
seeking entries

Courtesy photo | Phil Weitl
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Weekly 
Horoscopes

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):  Be mindful 

of  what you say this week, Aquarius, many people are 

awaiting what you have to say.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):   Confusion and 

misunderstandings are possible this week. Keep along 

the path you’ve chosen. Great things come from per-

severance.

Aries (March 21 - April 20):   Although there seems 

to be many detours, riding the tide along these detours 

is much easier than trying to swim against the current.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21):   This week may be 

full of  many roadblocks for you, Taurus. Make sure to 

take these opportunities to further look into the path 

ahead of  you.

Gemini (May 22 - June 21): You may be feeling a 

little burnt out on the project you’ve been working on, 

now is the time to begin another and back and forth 

as you please.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):  Even with many things 

getting thrown your way, Cancer, you’ll retain the 

strength to flow around these obstacles and continue 

toward your goal.

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  Be mindful of  your tem-

per this week, Leo. Small things may begin to start 

piling up, and once that happens an eruption of  emo-

tions may follow.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  “Irritations are 

the mother of  innovation,” or so they say. This week 

will prove that saying to you. Be open to the irritations 

it may provide.

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  You’re coming 

up on a fairly sensitive time, Libra, be sure to allow 

yourself  to feel yet not take some things too seriously.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): Sometimes 

things in life tend to not have any real significance. Be 

sure to keep that in mind as you’re going about your 

daily business. 

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  Now’s 

a good time for some organization in your life. This 

could be the difference between a week of  bliss and 

a week of  stress. An unexpected guest may make an 

appearance.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20): Before you 

continue building up your tower of  success, check the 

foundation for any cracks. 

Courtesy graphic | Leah Rediger

Short films showcase skills

After spending weeks learning 
the ins and outs of  filmmaking, 
students taking one of  four film 
production classes are beginning 
to demonstrate their knowledge 
in short film projects.

Each of  these four film produc-
tion classes, taught by Bethany 
Burr, Visiting Assistant Professor 
of  Video Production and Digital 
Media, have a slightly different 
short film assignment at various 
points in the semester. 

There are two sections of  Burr’s 
Basic Video Production class that 
are currently working on one of  
their short films. The film project 
for this class is a short narrative, 
which, according to Burr, is a dra-
matized fictional story. In doing 
so, students have the opportunity 
to work on projects that are not 
dependent on dialogue but focus 
on visual storytelling instead.

The students in her Screenwrit-
ing and Film Production class are 
working on a semester-long film 
project. These projects involve 
dialogue, multiple characters and 
are dramatized stories. 

In Burr’s fourth class, Digital 
Media and Storytelling, students 

are working on a non-narrative 
filmmaking project.

Each class is assigned different 
variations of  short films through-
out the semester. In addition to 
that, each short film is different 
as students are allowed to choose 
their own topic and make their 
own film.

“Students get to choose their 
own content. I teach them the 
technical tools, storytelling struc-
ture and the skill sets that they 
need to make these projects, but 
they do get to choose the content. 
So, it’s really important to me that 
students make projects they’re pas-
sionate about,” Burrr said.

Burr described herself  as the 
producer of  the short films, but the 
students act as the directors.

“I give them all the necessary 
sort of  education and information 
they need in order to be successful 
in their projects,” Burr said. 

In addition to the work behind 
the screen in these short films, 
there is also the work in front of  
the screen. This has provided a 
perfect opportunity to collaborate 
with the Theatre Department, as 
it would give theatre students an 
opportunity to act for a camera in-
stead of  an audience. There were 
also roles in some projects that 
were open to the student body, as 

advertised in an email sent out 
by the Performing Arts.

“To me, it just seemed like a 
great opportunity, a win-win sit-
uation, for students to learn how 
to be directors and for theater 
students to have the opportunity 
to be directed in a film setting,” 
Burr said. 

However, putting the short 
films together has led to some 
challenges. Burr said it is already 
difficult to get everyone in the 
right location and capture the 
right shots, but adding masking 
and social distancing has posed 
even greater obstacles.

Yet, Burr remains optimistic. 
She acknowledged that these 
films will not be like films in the 
past, but production is about 
“creative problem-solving.” 

“We aren’t making films in 
a vacuum; we’re making films 
right now. So, it’s a sign of  our 
times,” Burr said.

Despite all the challenges, 
Burr said she looks forward to 
seeing the results. Though only 
being at Doane for under a year, 
she recognizes that Doane stu-
dents are “uniquely creative and 
uniquely passionate.”

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

Students’ worldviews to be represented

EMMA RYAN
Staff  Writer

Passport offers prizes
Student Experiences helped 

organizations on campus host 
another Tiger Wellness Day on 
March 9. 

“Approximately 750 individu-
al students participated through-
out the day, and about $300 was 
raised for Relay for Life,” accord-
ing to Jenna Jelinek, Director of  
ESE Engagement and Outreach.

Throughout all three of  the 
Wellness Days, students have 
been able to earn stickers for 
their Wellness Day Passports by 
attending events for each of  the 
nine dimensions of  wellness: 
physical, emotional, occupation-

al, financial, environmental, cul-
tural, intellectual, spiritual and 
social. 

After all of  the Wellness Days 
are completed in April, students 
can turn in their passports for a 
chance to win prizes.

“Students will have a chance 
to turn their passport in for raf-
fle tickets for large items. Every-
one who participated will also be 
able to win some different Doane 
swag,” Jelinek stated.

Some of  the big prizes include 
a 43-inch TV, an iPad Mini, an 
iPad, Galaxy Watch, Galaxy 
Buds Live, Echo Dot, Nintendo 
Switch Lite, AirPods, Amazon 
gift cards and much more. 

Each student will be able to 
choose which prize they put their 

raffle tickets toward. 
The next Wellness Day is 

April 19. Students can look for-
ward to hearing more details 
about April’s Wellness Day at 
the beginning of  next month.

“We had even more students 
participate in our second Well-
ness Day, and we are excited to 
make the third and final day even 
more exciting. We are so thank-
ful for our campus and student 
partners. We wouldn’t have been 
able to have such a great day 
without everyone’s help,” Jelinek 
said

With any questions regard-
ing Tiger Wellness Days, email 
Jelinek at jenna.jelinek@doane.
edu. 

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

The Office of  Religious and 
Spiritual Life is adding a new 
event to their calendar: World-
view Week, which will take place 
from March 22 to March 26. 

Leah Rediger is the Director of  
the Office of  Religious and Spir-
itual Life and the Programming 
Coordinator for the Division of  
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(DEI). She said the term “worl-
dview” was adopted to better re-
flect the array of  beliefs and per-
spectives of  students, staff  and 
faculty on Doane’s campus. 

Rediger said “interfaith” is 
commonly used to reflect the 
beliefs and values of  individu-
als of  all Religious, Secular and 
Spiritual Identities (RSSIs). The 
term “worldview” has recently 
surfaced, though, to include even 
more individuals.

“‘Interfaith’ is still the word, 
but in some spaces, we try to use 
‘worldview’ because it is more 
inclusive of  everyone, including 
those who don’t identify with a 
faith,” Rediger said. 

The first event scheduled for 
Worldview Week on March 22 is 
a giveaway at the Beige Desk. Stu-
dents can stop by from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and pick up some Doane 
and interfaith gear. The giveaway 
will also occur on March 25. 

Reverend Eduardo Bousson, 
chaplain at Nebraska Wesleyan 
University, will speak on March 
23 via Zoom from 7 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Bousson will be discussing 
his faith while also highlighting 
the importance of  interfaith con-
nections. 

“It’s an opportunity to have 
that conversation about what it 

means to be deeply committed to 
your faith, especially if  you are a 
deeply committed Christian, and 
also be involved in engaging with 
people who have different beliefs 
and values than you,” Rediger 
said. 

March 24 will feature “Ask an 
Atheist,” a national movement to 
have an open conversation about 
different spiritual beliefs. The 
event will run from 12 p.m. to 1 
p.m. on Zoom.

“Sarah Zulkoski, [Director of  
Grants and Foundations Rela-
tions], [is] the new advisor of  the 
new Secular Student Alliance. So, 
she’s doing an open hour [to] ask 
anything you want about any-
thing having to do with atheism, 
agnosticism and secularism,” Re-
diger said. 

Worldview Week will continue 
on March 25 with Write Out Loud 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Lakeside. 
The event will be co-presented 
by the New Xanadu. Write Out 
Loud will give students the op-
portunity to share their writing 
about their own worldview with 
attendees. Students should come 
prepared with a piece already 
written so they can share it with 
the rest of  the group. 

Write Out Loud will be led 
by Jean Chevalier, Editor of  the 
New Xanadu. The first six stu-
dents who email Chevalier at 
jean.chevalier@doane.edu and 
sign up for the event will receive 
care packages. 

The last event on March 26 
from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. is ti-
tled “World Religions: A Crash 
Course” and will be on Zoom. 
Rediger will provide an overview 
of  the world’s five major religions 
and answer any questions to-
wards the end of  the event. 

“I’m going to sit down and 
[give] a really quick whirlwind 
overview of  the major beliefs and 
practices of  the five major world 
religions: Christianity, Judaism, 
Islam, Buddism and 
Hinduism. So, [an] 
overview of  the five 
in five minutes or 
less each,” Rediger 
said.

The goal of  
Worldview Week 
is to help individ-
uals become more 
comfortable with 
talking about dif-
ferent faith sectors. 
Rediger highlighted 
that many people 
think they have to 
be scholars of  their 
own spiritual identi-
ty in order to have a 
conversation about 
it. She said that is a 
misconception, and 
the point of  inter-
faith conversations 
is to promote a con-
nection with some-
one who perceives 
the world different-
ly. 

“You don’t have 
to be an expert in 
your own religious, 
secular or spiritual 
identity in order to 
have an interfaith 
conversation,” Re-
diger said.

Crete students 
received an email 
from the Office of  
Religious and Spiri-
tual Life on March 
15 containing the 
Worldview Week 

graphic and the Zoom links to attend events. 
If  students have questions about Worldview Week or 

would like to learn more, please contact the Office of  Re-
ligious and Spiritual Life at religious.spiritual@doane.
edu or Rediger at leah.rediger@doane.edu. 
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CLASSIFIED AD-
VERTISING works! 
Place your 25 word ad 
into thousands of  Ne-
braska homes for $225. 
Contact your local news-
paper or call 1-800-369-
2850.

SOCIAL SECURI-
TY Disability Benefits. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
Strong, recent work his-
tory needed. Call to start 
your application or ap-
peal today! 866-563-0161 
[Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 
224 Adams Ave Scran-
ton PA 18503]

A F F O R D A B L E 
PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 

155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

PROTECT YOUR 
yield from soybean white 
mold and SDS! Ask your 
seed dealer for Heads 
Up® Seed Treatment. 
Cost effective, Proven 
results. headsupST.com/
plant 21 or 866-368-
9306.

G U A R A N T E E D 
LIFE Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. 
Policy will only be can-
celled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167.

HIGH-SPEED Inter-
net. We instantly com-
pare speed, pricing, avail-
ability to find the best 
service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/
month! Quickly compare 
offers from top provid-
ers. Call 1-888-326-3360.

H U G H E S N E T 
SATELLITE Inter-

net - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/month! Get 
More Data. Free Off-
Peak Data. Fast down-
load speeds. WiFi built 
in! Free Standard Instal-
lation for lease custom-
ers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

TWO GREAT new 
offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the 
new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung 
Galaxy 510e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy One, Give 
One offer. While sup-
plies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119.

DIRECTV - EVERY 
live football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite needed. $40/
month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Com-
mitment. Call 1-855-417-
4299.

For the 
week of 
March 
16:

DISH NETWORK 
$64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast In-
ternet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch 
& Get a Free $100 Visa 
Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. 
Free Streaming on All 
Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.

EARTHLINK HIGH 
Speed Internet. As low 
as $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months). Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Op-
tic technology. Stream 
videos, music and more! 
Call Earthlink today, 
1-844-254-0368.

THINKING ABOUT 
installing a new show-
er? American Standard 
makes it easy. Free de-
sign consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! Call 
1-866-604-0853 today 
to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, 
or visit www.newshow-
erdeal.com/nepress.

INVENTORS: FREE 
information package. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by 

the Research & Develop-
ment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 
1-877-581-2504 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

THE GENERAC 
PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. 
Save money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages 
and power your home. 
Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request 
a Free, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-
513-0190.

CDL CLASS A Tank-
er Truck Driver. An-
nual compensation ex-
ceeds $80,000.00. Home 
Weekends, and Benefits 
like no other. We haul 
our own products! Con-
tact Tony, 608-935-0915 
Ext. 16.

WESLEY FINAN-
CIAL Group, LLC, 
Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 

in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and 
learn how to get rid of  
your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
855-899-7756.

BECOME A Pub-
lished Author. We want 
to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing - trust-
ed by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for your free Author’s 
Guide, 1-877-858-2822 
or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska.

DONATE YOUR car 
for Breast Cancer! Help 
United Breast Cancer 
Foundation education, 
prevention & support 
programs. Fast free pick-
up - 24 hour response 
- tax deduction. 1-888-
309-7108.

Tiger Timeout

Graphic by Kylie Hughes | The Doane Owl
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The Doane Owl strives 
to inform, enlighten and 

entertain students, staff and 
faculty while maintaining 

high journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly under the authority of  

the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. It is 

available every Tuesday of  the 
academic year on www.doane-
line.com or by requesting an 
attachment to an email from 

owl@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Abrianna 
Miller, Joey Winton, Kylie 
Hughes, Jose Villalpando, 
Kendall Meyer and Cassie 

Kessler.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.

Flag photo by Doane Archives
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Zero tolerance for hazing here

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

Face your problems head on

One of  the most unique as-
pects of  Doane is its entirely- 
llocal Greek groups. 

The lack of  any national 
chapters allows the frater-
nities and sororities to feel 
smaller and more personal as 
opposed to a group that has 
several thousand members 
around the U.S.

One of  the major advan-
tages of  having local groups 
is the mutual agreement and 
understanding of  hazing.

Doane has a very strict 
anti-hazing policy, and any 
group found guilty of  hazing 

faces serious consequences.
Joining a Greek group 

should be like joining a club; 
only the club has secrets and 
procedures that are to be ob-
served and respected at all 
times.

Those who are in the pro-
cess of  going through the 
Weeks of  the Greeks can 
take solace in the fact that the 
chances of  them experiencing 
hazing are little-to-none.

Every Greek group takes 
extra care to ensure all new 
members are treated with 
care and respect, something 

which is quite rare among the 
national Greek chapters.

All the Greek groups here 
pride themselves on being 
welcoming to anyone and 
everyone, and if  you are to 
join one, you will likely meet 
friends you will know for the 
rest of  your life.

Each group offers a unique 
experience, and heavy em-
phasis is placed on each indi-
vidual finding the group that 
best suits them and their val-
ues. Doane’s Greek Life mot-
to “Check out all the groups!” 
reflects that.

Each group has a wide va-
riety of  students who are in-
volved in different clubs and 
activities around campus.

From atheletes and theater 
students, to STEM majors 
and artists, every group has 
students from all across the 
board.

Doane’s Greek groups are 
a place where you can find a 
new group of  friends in addi-
tion to meeting people who 
you will come to know and 
love like brothers and sisters.

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

points than a bread which is 
only good in certain situa-
tions.

The final category is ease 
of  baking. This means how 
easy it is to bake the bread, in 
addition to how easy it is to 
find in a grocery store. This 
is the least important trait 
out of  all the qualities for no 
reason other than I said so.

 
S Tier - The breads here 

are the best of  the best. Ev-
erything about them is ut-
ter perfection, and when 
someone says “let’s get this 
bread,” these are the breads 
they are referring to.

A Tier - While not as good 

Are y’all bready for this? 
It’s another Hot Takes fresh 
out of  the oven and ready to 
be sliced and buttered up to 
your liking-- it’s time to get 
this bread!

Bread has been around 
for thousands of  years and 
has been a staple food since 
humans ceased to be hunt-
er-gatherers, and I will be 
ranking some of  the most 
widely used bread out there.

I will be grading each 
bread based on criteria that I 
deem important to determin-
ing the quality of  a bread.

These are taste, texture, 
versatility and ease of  bak-
ing.

Taste is the most import-
ant factor and is self-explan-
atory, as if  a bread doesn’t 
taste good on its own with 
no butter or anything, it is 
obviously of  lower quality 
than a bread that does taste 
good.

Texture is also simple but 
is not quite as important as 
taste. If  a bread feels like 
you’re chewing on wet card-
board, it loses points.

Versatility is the third 
trait and is decently close in 
importance to texture. If  a 
bread can be used as sand-
wich bread, eaten as a dinner 
roll, enjoyed on its own with 
some butter, etc., it gets more 

A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton

Hot takes; the breadwinner

Courtesy photo | Flickr.com

as the ones above, these 
breads are still a mighty 
bunch and are a worthy al-
ternative to the ones above.

B Tier - The breads that 
are here reside on the bor-
der that distinguishes the 
good breads from the bad 
ones. The ones here are not 
great but not terrible, and 
if  there is no other bread 
around, it is socially accept-
able to eat the ones in this 
tier.

C Tier - The negative 
qualities of  the breads here 
outweigh the positive qual-
ities, and, unless absolute-
ly necessary, there should 
be no reason why anyone 

would waste their time eating 
the bread here.

F Tier - Death is a prefer-
able alternative to eating the 
bread in this tier.

*Note: All rankings are fi-
nal and no amount of  hate/
convincing will change my 
mind

S Tier: (The best)- Sour-
dough, Multigrain, Brioche

A Tier: (Second Best)- 
Whole Wheat, Naan, Ciabat-
ta

B Tier: (Average)- White, 
Focaccia, Baguette

C Tier: (Below Average)- 
Rye, Grissini, Pita

F Tier: (Garbage)- Won-
der, Matzo

Again, let me say: no 
amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind so 
please save yourself  the time 
and energy, you have better 
things to do than argue with 
a college kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic you 
want me to make a ranking 
of ? Email me at joey.win-
ton@doane.edu with the 
subject line Hot Takes and I 
might write about it!

I don’t know if  there’s 
something going on right 
now, but I’ve noticed that a 
lot more people have been 
deciding to start talking be-
hind their “friends’” backs.

Now, I understand that it’s 
fairly normal to just mention 
people from time to time, 
casually saying things and 
whatnot. 

Though, as of  late, it 
seems to be a little more 
than just “time to time.” I’m 
noticing these conversations 
span from people I don’t re-
ally talk to much, to friends 
of  mine that I’ve known for 
years.

Take this for example, my 
friend who has been one of  

my closest friends since he 
moved to my hometown in 
freshman year of  high school 
has taken to talking badly 
about another one of  our 
friends. According to him, 
this person has been pushing 
us off  and hasn’t really con-
tacted us much besides for 
help. 

I understand how my 
friend feels, but talking trash 
to me about one of  our mu-
tual friends behind his back 
is not how I roll. I constantly 
tell him to just tell our friend 
how the hell he feels about 
his behavior, but nope. My 
friend still talks a bit of  trash 
about him to me, even with 
my constant pestering.

I just don’t really under-
stand it. The only thing I 
kind of  understand is how 
much easier it is to just talk 
to another person about 
who you’re angry at and talk 
trash rather than address the 
problem directly. But that ac-
complishes nothing if  it only 
makes you angrier.

Communication is the key 
to any healthy relationship, 
and it sucks to see that some 
people would much rath-
er blow that off  in favor of  
trash talking. I’m not perfect 
by any means; I notice my-
self  thinking some negative 

things and talking about it 
to other friends. Though, 
for me, I’m not constant-
ly talking trash about my 
friends behind their backs. 

Thoughts are fine be-
cause it is simply to your-
self, and you can use some 
of  that in actually express-
ing your anger or however 
you’re feeling to the person 
or people involved. The 
main thing is actually ex-
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pressing how you feel to that 
person because if  you don’t, 
you’re not solving any issue 
and only allowing it to per-
sist.

So, sit down, talk it out and 
be civilized about what’s go-
ing on. You’ll probably solve 
a lot more problems within 
your social group if  you do. 
The only thing you need to 
do is to be willing to commu-
nicate.
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Zumba

Carrots 

Pokemon

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Jimmy
John’s

Nylon

One of  my favorite 
past times has always 
been collecting cards. 
More specifically, base-
ball and Pokémon cards. 
Now, baseball cards are 

Pokémon cards 
became more 
mainstream, due 
in part to this 
event, but it has 
really silenced the 
people who like to 
collect cards for 
fun and to find 
their favorite little 
creatures.

The most re-
cent series of  
cards that came 
out sold out al-
most instantly. 
Now, this is great 
for the card collec-
tors and the avid 
enthusiasts; it is 
awful for the ca-
sual collector who 
is just trying to take a trip 
down memory lane. To 

Stop collecting cards for the money

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

Everyone should have 
an end-goal in mind no 
matter what they are do-
ing. If  you do not have a 
reason behind your ac-
tions, then what are you 
doing? 

I believe that every 
single action has a direct 
and appropriate conse-
quence. Sometimes that 
consequence is to reward 
you, remind you or even 

caution you.
No one on this planet 

is walking around just 
doing things for the hell 
of  it. Everyone has a pur-
pose, and everyone’s ac-
tions should reflect that. 

If  I didn’t believe that 
I have greater things to 
do, I would probably be 
working at a gas station 
and living in my parent’s 
basement. While the free 
food would be great, 
that’s not what I want out 
of  life. 

I have pushed my-
self  since day one to 
be the best person I can 
be. Sometimes my best 
comes up short, but that 
shows me how much and 
in what ways I need to 
grow. 

Without some sort 
of  direction in my life, I 
would, obviously, be lost. 
But I’m serious. 

Take a minute to think 
about the implications of  
your actions. Don’t just 
glance over them and 

Take the time to specify your goals

JAMESON OFFICER-
THURSTON 
Staff  Writer
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JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

readily available and af-
fordable, but thanks to 
the resurgence in the in-
terest of  Pokémon cards, 
tons of  people can’t enjoy 
their hobby. 

For Christmas, a bud-
dy of  mine got me a gift 
card to Target specifically 
for Pokémon cards, see-
ing as how we were part 
of  a few people looking 
to get back into the hob-
by. Nearly three months 
later, after checking at 
every Target in Lincoln 
every other week, I still 
have that gift card sitting 
in my wallet.

Many card collectors 
attribute this shortage 
of  cards to Logan Paul’s 
box break of  a base series 
1 box of  Pokémon cards. 
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move on-- really think. 
You would be sur-

prised to realize that you 
are not the person you 
thought you were. 

The first time I did 
this, I was in high school 
and just living to get by. 
I wanted nothing to do 
with my school or the 
people around me. Then 
I reflected on my attitude 
and, more importantly, 

If  you have played a 
game from the 2K fran-
chise recently, like NBA 
2K19 and those that fol-
low, you’ll know that you 
receive a shoe deal from 
various brands like Nike, 
Adidas and Jordan at a 
certain point in the game. 

This got me thinking 
about what brand deal I 
would take in real life if  
presented with the oppor-
tunity. 

For me, this would 
mean that whatever 
brand I choose would 
give me shoes from their 
company, free of  charge. 

In my mind, there are 
a couple of  factors to con-
sider before making this 
decision. The first is that 
once a brand is chosen, 
it will most likely be the 
only type of  shoe worn 
on a daily basis. 

If  someone chose Jor-
dan, for example, the 
company would be very 
upset if  someone they 
gave an exclusive shoe 
deal to were seen wearing 
Adidas and might even 
take the deal away. 

The next factor to con-
sider is the overall com-
fortability and style of  the 
shoe catalog the compa-
ny in question presents. 

This makes me think 
about what I’ll mostly be 
using the shoes for. I’m a 
decently active person, so 
choosing a brand that fits 
an active lifestyle while 
being comfortable is a 
key point. That doesn’t go 
without saying I would 
also need shoes that fit a 
time where I’m not doing 
heavy physical activity. 

This would be where 
the style comes into play, 
so a brand that could also 

Shoe deal debate

Cartoon by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

supply streetwear shoes 
would be a plus as well. 

With these factors 
considered, I feel like it’s 
safe to say which brand I 
would be choosing. 

Personally, I think I 
would choose Nike. They 
have the largest variety 
of  athletic and streetwear 
shoes that would fit my 
purpose of  what I need 
shoes for. 

They have a lot of  
great designs and styles 
that could go with just 
about anything. I will 
say that sometimes their 
shoes can be a bit uncom-
fortable in order to com-
pensate for style, but that 
is mostly in their street-
wear catalog. 

On the active side, I’ve 
never experienced a prob-
lem with comfortability, 
which is why I feel like 
choosing Nike would be 
the best decision for my 
feet.

the way my attitude was 
affecting others. 

This led me to do a 
one-eighty and complete-
ly shift my focus. I wasn’t 
worried about what was 
popular or who I was 
going to eat lunch with 
anymore. I was zoned in 
on figuring out how to 
improve and enhance the 
lives of  the people around 
me. 

It probably only took 
me ten minutes to get to 
that conclusion, but it 
was so substantial that I 
could not ignore it. 

I entered Doane with 
the mindset that I would 
help every single person 
I met. That’s unrealistic. 
So, I started the cycle 
again: act, reflect, adjust, 
repeat. 

You know what I 

put into perspective how 
difficult it is to get your 
hands on these cards, a 
box that retails for $40 is 
now being resold on eBay 
for around $100. 

Maybe looking for 
a box isn’t your thing, 
which is fine. Good luck 
trying to find individual 
packs in any retail store. 

The problem with this 
boom in Pokémon cards 
is that the whole point 
of  collecting cards has 

been utterly lost. People 
are now trying to turn a 
profit, with some cards 
in these sets selling for 
four or five digit prices. 
There’s nothing wrong 
with having expensive 
cards, but it takes the fun 
away from children and 
casual collectors.

I’m all for making 
money, believe me, but 
when something that 
brings joy to millions of  
people becomes instant-

ly unavailable due to the 
greed of  others wanting 
to solely turn a profit, 
there becomes a massive 
problem. I will continue 
to be the person who ca-
sually checks to see if  a 
store has Pokémon cards, 
not to turn a profit, but to 
rekindle that excitement 
that so many of  us had as 
children.

found? Right now, the 
best thing for me is to fo-
cus on me. I didn’t need 
to focus on my room-
mate, my friend or the kid 
sitting next to me in class. 

Once I realized that 
was what I needed to 
do for the time being, I 
flourished. Everything 
suddenly seemed a lot 
brighter and clear. 

I’m not saying you 
need to completely de-
construct your identity, 
that would take too long. 
I just mean that everyone 
should take a moment 
to reflect on the implica-
tions that their actions 
have on their own life’s 
trajectory and on the lives 
of  others. 

It doesn’t have to take 
long. Think of  your 
strengths, your weakness-
es and where you want to 
be. The rest will fall into 
place.
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Tennis takes on challenging week

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

On March 12, the Do-
ane Tennis teams played 
at home against Tabor 
College. The Men’s team 
secured a team win of  
6-1 while the Women’s 
team won 5-2.

So far this season, the 
team has been working 
on improving their game 
in order to become the 
best team possible. Mem-
bers like sophomore Lo-
gan Bornemeier contin-
ue to work their hardest 
every day in practice, 
preparing for each up-
coming match.

“As a team, we have 

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

Team prepares 

for upcoming 

games and 

travel

This season, the Soft-
ball team has had a jam-
packed season that re-
quires a lot of  traveling. 
The constant traveling 
and amount of  games 
can start to take a toll on 
the team members.

For many of  the play-
ers, including freshman 
Payton Cooley, it can 
be difficult staying up to 
date with all assignments 
when traveling.

“It is honestly a little 
hard keeping up with 
classes, but I just get as 
much done as I can be-
fore leaving or on the 
bus,” Cooley said. “I 
think as long as I contin-
ue to stay on top of  it, I 
should be fine.”

One way that the play-
ers, like senior Haley 
Kennedy, keep up is just 
by being responsible and 
making sure they work 
ahead on their assign-
ments, even while they 
are away.

“The hard part while 
traveling is learning to 
use the time on the bus 
and down-time in the 
hotel to get things done,” 
Kennedy said. “Person-
ally, it just makes it a little 
harder to focus on school 
when we’re on the road 
because I’m with all of  
my friends, which is a big 

Softball manages travel and academics
reason I try to get ahead 
in my classes before we 
travel so I don’t have that 
added stress.”

Part of  the reason 
that keeping up with as-
signments in addition 
to other club commit-
ments is so difficult is 
because of  the constant 
traveling. Since most of  
their games are away, the 
team is constantly driv-
ing somewhere else.

“I think [having more 
home games] would defi-
nitely make a difference, 
but traveling is honestly 
so fun, and I wouldn’t 
change it,” Cooley said.

Despite the challeng-
es that being away from 
home poses, the Team 
currently has a winning 
record of  10-9, as well as 
having a strong bond be-
tween the players.

“The team culture and 

been pushing hard to 
reach our goals and do 
the best we can,” Bor-

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

Freshman Amber Weston looks to hit the ball back over the net.

“The team cul-

ture and chem-

istry this year 

has made this 

season really 

enjoyable.”

Haley Kennedy
Senior

JV Baseball excited to keep competing

Doane’s junior var-
sity Baseball team has 
six games in the upcom-
ing week and have been 
working hard to prepare 
for them.

At this point in the 
season, the team is feel-
ing good about where 

they stand. Currently be-
ing 4-2, players, such as 
junior Blake Toedtli, are 
looking to continue their 
winning season. 

“Moving forward into 
this season, I think we 
would like to win every 
game we play,” Toedtli 
said. “That is certainly 
going to be our goal, but 
baseball is a crazy sport, 
and any team can win on 
any given night.”

As of  now, the team 
is starting to rely less 
on their strengths and 
discover what certain 
aspects need to be im-
proved upon.

“After playing our first 

Teams push 

themselves 

to exceed 

expectations

Despite the 

struggles, the 

team remains 

positive

chemistry this year has 
made this season real-
ly enjoyable,” Kennedy 
said “This new coaching 
staff  is amazing and is 
really transforming this 
team into something 
we’ve always wanted 
Doane Softball to be. 
Personally, I am learning 
a lot this year, which has 
been helping me become 

nemeier said. “We have 
come together and pre-
pared for this season by 

practicing hard and con-
ditioning. If  all goes well, 
we hope to be competing 
for the GPAC title.”

While continuing to 
work on their technique 
and performance every 
day, the team is contin-
uously finding ways to 
improve.

“We are always work-
ing on our fundamen-
tals,” Bornemeier said. 
“There is always some 
area where you can get 
better, and we work hard 
to perfect our skills and 
stay conditioned so we 
can out hustle our oppo-
nents.”

With it still being rela-
tively early in the season, 
the team is still adapting 
to having new teammates 
and protocols to follow 
during practices. Soph-
omore Brandon Linhart 
said he believes these 
adjustments are helping 
prepare the team for the 
rest of  their matches.

“From a team 

standpoint, 

we want to go 

out and win 

every game.”
Blake Toedtli

Junior
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Freshman Federico Infante readies himself to return his 
opponent’s serve.

six games, our offense 
has started to show up 
more, and our pitching 
has been there aside for 
one game in particular,” 
Toedtli said. “The big-
gest problem we have 
is maintaining a com-
petitive level when we 
are down by more than 
a few runs. We need to 
build on maintaining fo-
cus and winning every 
inning and pitch.”

Even though the two 
teams are usually sepa-
rate, both junior varsity 
and varsity practice very 
hard to compete at the 
highest level.

“It is an opportuni-

ty to play baseball, and 
every guy here would 
tell you that they love to 
have the chance,” Toedt-
li said. “Our new coach 
tries to instill confidence 
in every player, as well as 

a high level of  competi-
tiveness. Being on [junior 
varsity] helps me grow as 
a player and stay ready 
for when I get an oppor-
tunity at the varsity level 
or for anyone in the [ju-
nior varsity] program.”

With six games com-
ing up shortly, the junior 
varsity team is looking 
forward to going out and 
competing to win every 
one while improving 
their playing as much as 
they can. The team is 
ready to compete at the 
highest level they can.

“Personally, I would 
like to be the best player 
that I can be to help my 
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Junior Brylee Lauby attempts to swing at her opponent’s hit.

an all-around better ath-
lete.”

This week, the Girls 
will be in Crete on March 
17 for two games against 
Mayville State Univer-

sity before going on the 
road again to Lindsborg, 
Kan. for their next four 
games.

team win,” Toedtli said. 
“I want to be able to set 
the table and pace for this 
team consistently and go 
out and win as many 
games as possible. From 
a team standpoint, we 
want to go out and win 
every game. Bare mini-
mum, we want to leave it 
all out on the field, win 
or loss.”

The team will be in 
Crete on March 16 be-
fore heading to Peru, 
Neb. on March 17.

“There is al-
ways some area 
where you can 
get better, and 
we work hard 
to perfect our 
skills and stay 
conditioned 
so we can out 
hustle our op-
ponents.”

Logan Bornemeier
Sophomore

“We have new team-
mates who have been 
striving to keep us on our 
toes throughout the sea-
son, and we have been 
winning some match-
es against some tough 
schools,” Linhart said. 
“With no season last 
year, we are working 
even harder to make up 

for the time lost. It has 
been a struggle with time 
management, but we are 
adapting well.”

While growing as a 
team, the members also 
get to experience all the 
elements that make hav-
ing a season and being 
able to compete so enjoy-
able.

“The best part of  com-
peting is the ability to 
meet new players from 
multiple schools,” Lin-
hart said. “I also believe 
the best part of  compet-
ing is getting to do the 
best that you can in front 
of  your team to show 
them how much you 
have grown as a tennis 
player.”

The Tennis teams have 
four upcoming matches 
on March 15, 16, 17 and 
21 and will be traveling 
in Missouri, Kansas and 
Nebraska.


