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Staff  Writer

Math Department Easter egg found

Minn. court overturns felony rape

Vaccines given to students
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On April 7, Public 
Health Solutions (PHS) 
will be administering 
COVID-19 vaccines in 
Fuhrer Field House from 
12 to 4 p.m. The clinic 
is open to all Doane stu-
dents who wish to receive 
the vaccine.

PHS will use the John-
son & Johnson (J&J) sin-
gle-dose vaccine at the 
clinic. An appointment is 
not necessary to receive 
the J&J vaccine, but stu-
dents were sent an email 
late last week asking for 
students’ time preferenc-
es. 

Kelly Jirovec, RN, 

BSN and Director of  Stu-
dent Health Services, said 
the purpose of  asking stu-
dents when they are plan-
ning to show up to be vac-
cinated was to gauge how 
many vaccines, personnel 
and supplies would be 
needed. 

Also included in the 
email was a form to com-
plete prior to attending 
the clinic. The form re-
quires students to docu-
ment basic information 
about themselves such as 
height, weight, age, birth 
date, etc.

Jirovec said students 
are not required to receive 
a COVID-19 vaccine at 
this time, rather the clin-
ic with PHS is providing 
an opportunity to be vac-
cinated for students who 
wish to do so.

“It is important for 
students to know that 
based on current [Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention] CDC recom-
mendations, anyone who 
is not vaccinated would 

be required to quarantine, 
ten days, if  they are ex-
posed to someone who is 
COVID positive,” Jirovec 
said. “At this time, vac-
cinated students will not 
need to quarantine.”

According to Jirovec, 
the number of  vaccinated 
students will play a role 
in future plans to com-
bat COVID-19 at Doane. 
These plans include mask 
mandates, capacity lim-
its and student gathering 
regulations. 

“We have come a long 
way, and we are so close 
to moving forward to 
more normalcy, but we 
aren’t there yet. Please 
don’t let your guard down 
yet,” Jirovec said. 

With any questions 
or concerns about the 
J&J vaccine or other 
health-related matters, 
contact Jirovec at kelly.
jirovec@doane.edu, the 
COVID-19 Task Force at 
covid@doane.edu or con-
sult the CDC website at 
cdc.gov. 

Single-dose 
vaccines 
offered on 
April 7

Students 
rewarded with 
goodies for 
finding egg

Supreme Court 
ruled victim 
not “mentally 
capacitated“

KYLIE HUGHES
Copy Desk Chief

The eighth annual 
Math Department Eas-
ter Egg Hunt started on 
March 19.

The Minnesota Su-
preme Court overturned 
a felony rape conviction 
at the end of  March that 
will set a precedent as to 
the grounds that some-
one can be convicted of  
rape.

The sexual assault dis-
cussed in the case over 
the past few weeks took 
place on May 13, 2017, 
according to the New 
York Times.

Students were emailed 
the rules and clues by the 
faculty office.

Each day, another clue 
was posted to the Goo-
gleDoc shared with stu-
dents. The first clue was 
a crossword puzzle, and 
students were given a 
code to decipher it for the 
following  day’s clue. 

The official egg was 
hidden with two decoy 
eggs in the same area.

Students had until 
April 2 at 3 p.m. to find 

The perpetrator of  the 
rape that took place four 
years earlier was original-
ly charged with one count 
of  thrid degree sexual 
conduct with someone 
who was mentally im-
paired or physically help-
less, according to CNN.

The victim in this case 
consumed five shots of  
vodka and a narcotic pill 
before going to a bar that 
night. When she was de-
nied admission to the bar, 
she met the perpetrator 
who then offered to take 
her to a party. Howev-
er, there was no party, 
and she was taken to his 
home where she passed 
out and woke up during 
the sexual assault.  

According to the New 
York Times, the details of  
the case were not in ques-
tion when brought to the 
Supreme Court, as the 

the egg and present it, un-
damaged, to a member of  
the Math Department for 
positive identification to 
win an Easter basket full 
of  prizes. 

On the afternoon of  
March 30, junior Ha-
lie Rohe, junior Maddie 
Shoemaker and fresh-
man Payton DeTaverni-
er found the Egg in the 
woods just to the south of  
Fuhrer Fieldhouse.

The winners said they 
searched for a total of  

assault had been proven 
in another court. In ques-
tion, however, was the 
wording of  Minnesota 
law, specifically regarding 
the definition of  “mental-
ly incapacitated.”

The current Minne-
sota law defines being 
“mentally incapacited” 
as “a person under the 
influence of  a narcotic, 
anesthetic or any other 
substance, administered 
to that person without 
the person’s agreement, 
lack the judgment to give 
a reasoned consent to 
sexual contact or sexual 
penetration.”

The Minnesota Court 
ruled in a unanimous de-
cision that “the legislative 
definition of  ‘mentally in-
capacitated,’ as set forth 
in [the law], does not 
include a person who is 
voluntarily intoxicated by 

about twenty-five min-
utes, and Rohe was the 
first one to spot the egg.

DeTavernier claimed it 
was the clue from March 
30 that allowed them to 
search a smaller area of  
campus, but it was by 
luck they happened to 
find the egg. 

Rohe, Shoemaker and 
DeTavernier all received 
an Easter basket for their 
find. The basket included 
candy, snacks, bubbles 
and toys. 

alcohol.”
This means that the 

victim did not meet the 
criteria to be considered 
“mentally incapacitated” 
in this case because she 
voluntarily got drunk. 
The perpetrator will now 
be retried under the new 
precedent. 

After spending a year 
in prison, the perpetra-
tor has recently been re-
leased. At the time of  this 
publication, there are no 
new updates in this case.

Campus Advocacy, 
Prevention and Educa-
tion (CAPE) Project Di-
rector Suzannah Rogan 
said she believes that it 
is ruling such as this that 
perpetuates victim-blam-
ing and does not create a 
safe environment for vic-
tims to come forward.

“At the very start, I 
want to acknowledge that 

when people ask why vic-
tims don’t report, this is 
one of  the reasons. It of-
ten leads to victim-blam-
ing and shaming; obsfu-
cating the crime by 
discussing drinking or 
clothing or pre-rape pro-
miscuous behavior,” Ro-
gen said. 

Minnesota is one of  
nearly 40 states that do 
not explicitly state that 
sexual contact with a vol-
untarily intoxicated per-
son is considered assault, 
according to the New 
York Times.

In Nebraska, first de-
gree sexual assault oc-
curs when there is sexual 
penetration with either 
lack of  consent, the “ac-
tor knew or should have 
known the victim was 
mentally or physically 
incapable of  resisting” 
or of  recognizing the na-

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

COVID-19 Vaccines
at Doane

Public Health Solutions will
be administering Johnson &

Johnson single-dose COVID-19
vaccines in  Fuhrer

Fieldhouse from 12 to 4 p.m.
on April 7.

An appointment is not
necessary to receive the

vaccine.
Contact kelly.jirovec@doane.edu,

covid@doane.edu or cdc.gov
with any questions.

ture of  the intent, or the 
actor is at least 19 years 
old and the victim is 12 to 
15 years old, according to 
the Nebraska Coalition to 
End Sexual and Domes-
tic Violence. 

Rogen said if  a victim 
chooses to drink, then it 
is clear they cannot con-
sent.

“While I wish our sys-
tems were built to sup-
port this woman, the sys-
tem [statutes and judge] 
are looking for ways to 
excuse those who cause 
harm,” Rogan said.

This Minnesota Su-
preme Court decision has 
brought sexual assault 
policies front and center, 
as many organizations 
and representatives are 
advocating for a change 
in legislation to clarify the 
criteria of  sexual assault.
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This Week’s 
Weather 
Forecast

Thursday
4/8

High: 55
Low: 42

High: 64
Low: 41

High: 62
Low: 41

High: 72
Low: 44

Friday
4/9

Sunday
4/11

High: 62
Low: 41

Wednesday
4/7

High: 57
Low: 44

Saturday
4/10

High: 67
Low: 44

Monday
4/12

Tuesday
4/13

Courtesy photo| CBS Denver

Adam Vannoy, 40, arrested 
for marijuana possesion 
and illegal possession of a 
firearm.

Courtesy photo| geology.com

Ship freed 

after being 

stuck for six 

days

Concerning 

remarks led 

to Denver 

man’s arrest

Suez Canal unblocked

Man arrested on I-80

After nearly a week, 
the 1,300-foot, 220,000-
ton container ship “Ever 
Given” was freed from 
the Suez Canal on March 
29.

Britannica states that 
the Suez Canal is a water-
way which runs north to 
south across the Isthmus 
of  Suez in Egypt and con-
nects the Mediterranean 
and the Red Seas. The 
Canal provides the short-
est maritime route be-
tween Europe and places 
located around the Indi-
an and western Pacific 
Oceans and is one of  the 
world’s most heavily used 
shipping lanes.

According to The New 
York Times, the ship, 
which is carrying nearly 
20,000 containers, be-
came wedged in the Ca-
nal on March 23, and it 
took six days in total for 
excavation crews and tug 
boat captains to get the 
ship unstuck.

The BBC reported that 
a fleet of  tug boats used 
cables to push and pull 

Nebraska State Patrol 
officers arrested Denver 
man Adam Vannoy, 40, 
on March 14 on Interstate 
80 in Lancaster County 
after drivers had reported 
reckless driving.

While searching his 
truck, officers found a 
handgun from Vannoy’s 
jacket, a loaded AR-style 
semi-automatic rifle with 
an illegal silencer, four 

the ship while digger 
machines were used to 
excavate the ship’s bow. 
As the boats struggled to 
move the ship, dredgers 
were brought in to dig 
sand and silt out from un-
der the bow and stern of  
the ship.

Despite the relatively 
short time in which the 
ship was stuck, the con-
gestion cost billions of  
dollars of  trade every day 
the canal was blocked.

In addition to the 
“Ever Given,” the im-
pact was felt by the other 
ships which were forced 
to wait until the Canal 

was cleared. The impact 
was also felt by the ports 
which now have to figure 
out how to adjust dock-
ing schedules on account 
of  there being too many 
ships to hold.

The New York Times 
states that it will likely 
take days for the over 300 
ships waiting for passage 
through the Canal to re-
sume their voyages.

According to The 
Washington Post, the 
“Ever Given’s” owner 
filed suit against the ship’s 
operator in the United 
Kingdom’s High Court 
in an attempt to limit the 

Cartoon by Joey Winton | The Doane Owl 

owner’s liability.
However, the battle for 

who takes responsibility 
is likely to take time, as 
different facets of  the ship 
are owned and operated 
by different companies 
from a total of  about four 
countries.

The ship is owned by 
two Japanese firms, Lus-
ter Maritime and Higaki 
Sangyo Kaisha, is cur-
rently being leased by a 
Taiwan-based conglom-
erate, Evergreen Marine 
Corporation, is staffed 
with a crew from India 
and is operated by a Ger-
man company, Bernhard 

Schulte Shipmanage-
ment.

Egypt’s Suez Canal 
Authority is arguing that 
it should be compensated 
for the incident, request-
ing one billion dollars to 
represent the lost revenue 
from tolls, the cost of  the 
equipment and manpow-
er used to free the ship 
and the damage done to 
the waterway.

As of  now, no further 
details are available about 
the legal battle taking 
place, and consumers can 
expect potential delays on 
packages.

other firearms, ammuni-
tion, a bulletproof  blan-
ket and vest, marijuana, 
two brown wigs and an 
Air Force costume.

Vannoy said his truck 
was packed with all of  
his belongings, as he was 
leaving Colorado.

After being arrested, 
Vannoy told a state troop-
er he would use his time 
in jail to “think about get-
ting even with people,” a 
remark which the trooper 
viewed as concerning and 
threatening.

Vannoy was jailed 
on weapons and drug 
charges but was released 
after posting the $5,000 
bond on March 17. Ac-
cording to a federal com-
plaint, Vannoy threatened 
to kill a guard, exposed 
his penis to guards and 

threw feces from his cell 
into a common area.

According to Senti-
nel Colorado, less than 
a week after his release, 
Vannoy attempted to pur-
chase an AR-style rifle 
from Sportsman’s Ware-
house in Ankeny, Iowa 
near Des Moines.

The store refused to sell 
Vannoy the weapon after 
he said he was shocked 
that his friends had not 
contacted him to ask if  
he was responsible for 
the March 22 shooting in 
Boulder, Colo. which left 
ten people dead.

After the store contact-
ed the Bureau of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives about Van-
noy’s comments, agents 
arrested him in Iowa on 
a new federal charge in 

Federal agents arrested Vannoy 
in the Lancaster County stretch 
of Interstate 80.

relation to the Nebraska 
traffic stop, illegal posses-
sion of  a firearm and un-
lawful use of  marijuana.

His arrest comes as 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds 
must decide whether or 
not to veto a bill passed 
by the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature that 
would remove the re-
quirement to obtain per-
mits to buy handguns 
from private sellers or 
carry them in public. 
Critics say supporting the 
bill would allow more un-
qualified, and potentially 
dangerous, people to pur-
chase weapons.

If  Reynolds does not 
veto the bill people would 
still have to pass back-
ground checks and pres-
ent permits to purchase 
weapons at retailers.
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In 2020, Judge Doug-
las Luebe in Dixon Coun-
ty, Neb. ruled against a 
same-sex couples’ adop-
tion of  a 3-year-old girl 
they had raised since 
birth.

Luebe’s decision was 
“based not on state law 
but on the legal definition 
of  ‘wife’ that he pulled 
from a law dictionary,” 
the Lincoln Journal Star 
reported.

According to the dic-
tionary, Luebe was using 
‘wife’ as “a woman who 
has a lawful living hus-
band,” therefore rejecting 
the lesbian couple’s peti-
tion to adopt the 3-year-
old girl.

“[This is] outdated ter-
minology, and it leads to 
a heteronormative world 
that is associated as nor-
mal, and anything that 
deviates from that thus is 
considered abnormal and 
wrong in other’s eyes,” 
senior Shiloh Rosseter, 
president of  the Doane’s 
People for the Rights of  
Individuals of  Sexual Mi-
norities (PRISM), said.

More recently, this de-
cision has been reversed 
by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court, stating a clear al-
lowance for same-sex 
couples to adopt.

“The judge’s reason-
ing was flawed, the high 
court said, because the 
plain language of  the 
state law doesn’t preclude 
same-sex married couples 
from adopting,” the As-
sociated Press reported.

High court reverses 
adoption case ruling
JOSE VILLALPANDO

News Editor
The reversal on March 

26 has not been an isolat-
ed case for the Nebraska 
Supreme Court’s stance 
on the legality of  same-
sex couple’s adoption 
rights.

Back in 2017, a judge 
struck down an old state 
policy from 1995 that 
banned same-sex couples 
from being foster parents 
or adopting wards of  the 
state.

“In a scorching opin-
ion, the high court 
slammed the former pol-
icy as akin to hanging a 
‘Whites Only’ sign on a 
hiring-office door,” the 
Lincoln Journal Star re-
ported.

Rosseter echoed the 
sentiments of  the Nebras-
ka Supreme Court and 
believes this is a step in 
the right direction.

“When gay or lesbi-
an couples want a child, 
they actively think about 
every step. They can’t 
make a child on accident. 
So, when they wish for 
a child, they truly have 
thought about it and want 
to care for a child by pro-
viding a loving home,” 
Rosseter said.

“The major 
environmen-
tal challenge 
is to pub-
lic health. 
Policy and 
administra-
tive chang-
es must 
be made 
to see that 
this does 
not happen 
again.”

Russ Souchek
Professor of  

Environmental and 
Earth sciences

Doane Crime Log

• 03/30 Vandalism: Campus Property– Crete

• 04/01 Vandalism: Residence Halls: Burrage Hall– Second Floor 

Balcony

• 04/02 Vandalism: Unknown

• 04/04 Fire; Fire False Alarm: Residence Halls: Smith Hall– First 

Floor

“[This is] 
outdated 
terminology, 
and it leads to a 
heteronormative 
world that is 
associated as 
normal, and 
anything that 
deviates from 
that thus is 
considered 
abnormal and 
wrong in other’s 
eyes.”

Shiloh Rosseter
President of  PRISM
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Doane Safety Office reported incidents in their public crime log. In-
cidients reported between March 28 through April 5 include:

Back in March, Ne-
braska state regulators 
filed a lawsuit against 
AltEn, an ethanol plant 
near Mead, Neb., for “re-
peatedly failing to com-
ply with their orders to 
clean up wastewater and 
old, pesticide-laced seed 
corn,” the Associated 
Press reported.

A variety of  problems 
had been observed by 
Mead residents since the 
plant’s opening in 2015. 
Bloody noses, headaches 
and trouble breathing 
were recorded among 
many residents, but it 
was not studied whether 
or not these symptoms 
were a result of  AltEn’s 
opening.

“State officials in Re-
publican Gov. Pete Rick-
etts’ administration said 
they tried to work with 
plant managers to clean 
up the affected area and 
gave the company a full 
year to comply, but their 
administrative orders 
weren’t followed,” the 

Associated Press report-
ed.

On March 25, Nebras-
ka lawmakers gave ap-
proval on a bill that will 
bar all ethanol plants from 
being able to use chemi-
cally treated seed corn in 
the creation of  their prod-
uct. The measure for this 
bill was advanced by leg-
islators 43-0.

So far, the only plant 
that was using pesti-
cide-covered seed was Al-
tEn. The company used 
that seed because it was 
considered unsuitable for 
any other use, like animal 
feed. The bill is specifi-
cally targeted at the issue 
involving AltEn.

Bill introduced from AltEn case

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

AltEn lawsuit 

continues 

with new bill 

introduction

Air quality advisory 
for eastern Nebraska

On March 26, Ne-
braska’s Department 
of  Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) issued 
an advisory of  possible 
moderate impacts to air 
quality from prescribed 
burnings in Kansas and 
Oklahoma active be-
tween March 28 through 
March 29.

“During moderate 
conditions, unusually 
sensitive groups should 
consider limiting pro-
longed outdoor exer-
tion,” the advisory notice 
said.

The burnings in Kan-
sas and Oklahoma are 
to manage prairie and 
rangelands in both states, 
and they monitor smoke 
levels and wind direction 

to notify surrounding 
states of  potential risks.

Lincoln, Omaha, Be-
atrice and surrounding 
areas were in the moder-
ate category, with certain 
places potentially being 
placed in the “unhealthy 

for sensitive groups” cat-
egory.

However, there did not 
seem to be any apparent 
health risk, as the winds 
were mild enough that 
minimal smoke traveled 
to Nebraska.

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

“A short time [after 
shutting down in Febru-
ary], a pipe at the plant 
burst and spilled 4 mil-
lion gallons of  contami-
nated waste into nearby 
ditches and waterways,” 
1011 News reported.

AltEn is still trying to 
work on the issues pre-
sented within the lawsuit 
from the beginning of  
March. The University of  
Nebraska is also planning 
on studying the health 
and environmental im-
pacts that the pollution 
will have.

Professor Russ 
Souchek of  the Environ-
mental and Earth Scienc-
es Department at Doane 
has also included this 
topic in his EVS-392 En-
vironmental Policy and 
Sustainability course. 

“The major environ-
mental challenge is to 
public health. Policy and 
administrative chang-
es must be made to see 
that this does not happen 
again,” Souchek said. “It 
is important that there 
are follow-up studies on 
the impact of  this type 
of  pollution on the envi-
ronment and human and 
animal health.”

As it stands, Nebraska 
is the second largest etha-
nol-producing state in the 
United States. 

“[It is] unfortunate we 
had a bad actor in the 
industry,” Nebraska Sen-
ator Tom Brandt of  Dis-
trict 32 said.

Controlled 

burnings create 

air quality 

advisory
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Workshop helps 
build writing skills
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When Associate Di-
rector of  the College to 
Career Center Sarah Be-
gay and Director of  Pre-
Health programs Melissa 
Clouse came to Professor 
of  English Phil Weitl to 
collaborate in a person-
al statement workshop, 
Weitl was excited to as-
sist students in preparing 
for their futures.

As someone who is 
familiar with helping 
students with writing 
aspects such as person-
al statements, Weitl was 
happy to help with this 
workshop, especially be-
cause he recognizes how 
challenging a personal 
statement can be to write.

“Personal statements 
are notoriously difficult 
for any number of  rea-
sons. But chief  among 
them, they ask for a real-
ly difficult answer which 
is ‘why do you want to 
do this?’,” Weitl said.

The personal state-
ment workshop is made 
of  two parts. The first 
part took place on April 
1. This section, called 
“The Power of  Once,” 
according to Weitl, was 
focused on generating 
material that students 
can discuss in their state-
ment. 

Weitl said the person-
al statement allows ap-
plicants to make claims 
about themselves to 
demonstrate why they 
should be selected. How-
ever, students need to 
provide proof  of  those 
claims. That is where the 
storytelling comes in.

This workshop helps 
students understand 
what to discuss and who 
the audience is, but it also 
helps students establish 
“the story of  themselves” 
or who they are, accord-
ing to Weitl.

The stories and narra-
tives students discuss in 
their personal statements 
should demonstrate the 
uniqueness of  the stu-
dent. Weitl tells his stu-
dents that the question is 
not ‘why you?’ It is ‘why 
you instead of  someone 
else?’ 

“[The workshop gives] 
them a sense of  how to 
address the needs and 
values of  their audience 
in a way that distinguish-
es them from the pile of  
other applicants,” Weitl 
said.

The second section 
will occur on April 28 
and is focused more on 
the language and prose of  
the personal statement.

Doing it in two state-
ments allows students to 
think about what they 

want to claim in their 
personal statements, then 
have several weeks to 
think and write a draft. 
Therefore, by the second 
section of  the workshop, 
students can go more in-
depth with the draft they 
already established.

Weitl said he believes 
that students have all 
of  the skills to create 
well-executed person-
al statements, and the 
workshops are just about 
drawing those skills out. 
The workshops are also 
about establishing confi-
dence in something that 
may be intimidating.

“The process of  apply-
ing is scary, in part be-
cause it’s wrapped up in 
the threshold of  the next 
phase of  life. Helping stu-
dents grab a little control 
over a certain piece of  
their process, I’m very ex-
cited about,” Weitl said.

As students start think-
ing about and writing 
pieces such as personal 
statements, they will be 
more prepared when it 
comes time to apply for 
the future. That is why 
Weitl is hoping to col-
laborate with other dis-
ciplines on campus and 
create more workshops 
for students to attend and 
learn from.

Students 

have 

opportunity 

to safely 

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

SPB offers March 
Madness event

With March Madness 
in full swing and millions 
of  busted brackets, the 
Student Programming 
Board (SPB) organized 
an event for Doane stu-
dents to enjoy the cham-
pionship game on April 
5.

Spencer Munson, As-
sistant Director of  ESE 
Engagement and Out-
reach said this event was 
a way for SPB to remain 
involved with students 
while still being able 
to meet guidelines for 
COVID-19.

“With limits due to 
COVID-19, we have had 
to come up with new 
ideas. We felt this could 
be a safe and fun space to 
enjoy the championship 
game,” Munson said.

Senior Ariel Ortiz 
echoed Munson’s feel-
ings, stating that being 
able to do something fun 
for the students while re-
maining safe was a must.

“We wanted to do 
something fun, new and 
something more orient-
ed to college students. I 
think watching collegiate 
level basketball was the 
answer,” Ortiz said. “So 
we knew with COVID-19 
guidelines still in place 
that we would have to 
wait until things opened 

up, which they have. So 
we went with the March 
Madness Tournament.”

The event was meant 
to be a celebration of  
March Madness for the 
students, with a theme 
surrounding the festivi-
ties that COVID-19 has 
halted.

“We all have been en-
joying the tournament, 
and SPB wants to help 
students celebrate the 
championship in style. 
We [had] decorations, 
great ‘tailgate’ style food, 
fun prizes and special 
VIP seating for the first 
25 folks that signed up. 
VIP gets the best seats 
and table service,” Mun-
son said.

Ortiz added the impor-
tance of  community and 
being there for students 
who may not have been 
able to travel for Easter.

“Many students are 
around during Easter 
Weekend due to being 
from another state, too 
far to drive home or even 
out of  the country, so 
having something to do 
and go to was a choice we 
thought would cater to 
those students and many 
others,” Ortiz said.

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Stop Day
Check your email from Student
Council in order to sign up for all
Stop Day events
There will not be a Stop Day Eve
this year 
An email will be sent out early in
the morning of Stop Day declaring
it is Stop Day

2021

With questions or conerns please contact Student 
Council at stucoactivities@doane.edu.

.

“We wanted 
to do some-
thing fun, new 
and somthing 
more oriented 
to college stu-
dents. I think 
watching colle-
giate level bas-
ketball was the 
answer.”

Ariel Ortiz
Senior



5life & culturedoaneline.com

Weekly 
Horoscopes

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):   Your efforts 

will pay off  this week. The more you work at whatever 

you need accomplished, the better it will turn out.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):    Things may have 

started to become stale, but it’s important to look on 

the bright side. 

Aries (March 21 - April 20):   You’re near the top 

of  the mountain. Continue the hard work you’ve been 

putting in and you’ll be finished with whatever task 

you have been working on.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21):   Be patient, Taurus. 

Many great things arrive for those who wait, this 

week will be no different. You never know what 

great things you may find if you are patient..

Gemini (May 22 - June 21): Make sure to read the 

fine print this week, Gemini. You may be wanting to 

rush through your projects, but taking the time to read 

the instructions may help avoid a few setbacks later.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):   Walk into this week 

with an open mind. Someone may come into your life 

with an unexpected, yet needed, gift.

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  Though you normally dis-

like sacrificing for other people without much reason, 

doing so this week may yield great results for yourself. 

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  Help is on the 

way, Virgo. Whether it be in the form of  a friend offer-

ing a shoulder to lean on or a stranger opening the door 

for you, your path will not be walked alone.

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  Pace yourself  

this week. You’ve been taking on too much work, so sit 

back and take some time for yourself, you deserve it.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): Just say “no,” 

this week, Scorpio. You’ve been so preoccupied with 

others lately that you’ve been neglecting yourself. 

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  Being 

prepared will come to save you this week. Because of  

your hard work at preparing for the worst, this week 

will be less of  a shock than it would normally be.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20): Although 

there have been many setbacks, you have persevered. 

This week, people will begin to take notice. 

Cartoon by Joey Winton | The Doane Owl

Easter leads to range 
of student plans

With the long weekend due 
to the day off  on April 5, many 
students had the opportunity to 
go home to celebrate the Easter 
holiday.

According to a poll sent out 
on March 31, about 85 percent 
of  the 40 respondents stated that 
they celebrate Easter. 

75 percent of  respondents had 
plans to go home and spend time 
with family, either immediate or 
extended. 

COVID-19 affected plans, as 
some students decided not to 
spend time with their extended 
family as they would have in past 
years.

For the students who typically 
go to church, there were a variety 
of  choices made, as some went in 
person, some watched virtually 
and others decided it was best to 
skip all together this year.

Freshman Jared Rios, who 
normally attends church with 
his family, decided it was best to 
watch church virtually instead of  
in person. 

Rios’ family lives in Colorado, 
so he was not able to go home for 
the weekend to celebrate Easter 
with his family. His Easter plans 
this year were mainly to “stay in 
and relax.”

“I would have liked to go to 
church with my parents and 
spend time with my niece and 
nephews. I wasn’t able to do that 
mainly because I didn’t go home 

because of  the drive,” Rios said.  
However, due to the long 

break, other students were able 
to go home when they might not 
have been able to before.

Many students decided to use 
their day off  to spend time with 
their family, relax and perhaps get 

some coursework done.
Despite both the positive 

and negative changes in Easter 
plans for many students due to 
COVID-19 and the long break, 
many feel thankful for the extra 
day off  to enjoy a long weekend.

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

On March 8, Prince 
Harry David and 
Meghan Markle, the 
Duchess of  Sussex, sat 
down for an interview 
with Oprah Winfrey for 
the first time since the 
couple distanced them-
selves from official royal 
duties in 2020. 

Many topics were dis-
cussed during this inter-
view. The couple wanted 
to clear the air from all 
the British headlines they 
had been wrapped into. 
Markle claimed that the 
royal family ran a “smear 
campaign” against her 
with headlines describ-
ing Markle as impossible 

to work with. According 
to CBS News, the cou-
ple also brought up how 
there were conversations 
concerned about the skin 
color of  their new child. 
David described his 
strained relationship with 
his father and how he 
loved his brother, but they 
were on different paths. 

Doane students had 
many opinions about the 
interview and the royal 
scandal. 

“I think it is ridiculous 
that [the discussion of  the 
child’s skin color] was a 
concern in the first place. 
Having more diversity 
within an organization as 
prestigious as the Royal 
Family is a great outlet 
for representation,” ju-
nior Ava Macke said. 

Senior Teresa Good-
water was disgusted that 
the race of  the child was 
even brought up, and she 
supported the couple dis-
tancing themselves from 
the Royal Family.

“It was obviously a 
toxic environment for 
them to continue to live 
there,” Goodwater said.

Macke agreed with 

the couple’s decisions to 
distance themselves from 
the royal family.

“It seems as though 
mental health has been 
a serious concern for the 
couple, and I admire their 
decision to protect their 
children from growing up 
in a potential toxic envi-
ronment,” Macke contin-
ued. 

Junior Will Louis 

Students weigh in on 
Royal Family dispute

The Doane University 
Latinx Student Associa-
tion (DULSA) is hosting 
speaker Federico Peña, 
Director of  Financial 
Aid, on April 7.

The event will be held 
over Zoom at 6:30 p.m., 
with members of  DUL-
SA mediating the conver-
sation. 

Students will have the 
opportunity to ask Peña 
questions during a ques-
tion and answer portion 
of  the event. 

Peña is speaking with 
the Doane community to 

celebrate César Chávez 
and Dolores Huerta. 
Both individuals have 
worked tirelessly to estab-
lish Latinx rights in the 
United States, especially 
for migrant workers. 

“I believe this will be a 
great opportunity for stu-
dents to get to learn more 
about these two leaders 
who made a social im-
pact,” senior Ana Perez, 
president of  DULSA, 
said. 

Having been a mi-
grant worker, Peña will 
discuss the importance 
of  the roles that Chávez 
and Huerta have played 
in the lives of  immigrants 
across the country. 

Detailed information 
about the event including 
a Zoom link will be sent 
out to students shortly in 
an email. With any ques-
tions or concerns, contact 
Luis Sotelo at luis.sote-
lo@doane.edu. 

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

“It seems as 
though mental 
health has been 
a serious con-
cern for the cou-
ple, and I admire 
their decision 
to protect their 
children from 
growing up in a 
potential toxic 
environment.”

Ava Macke
Junior

DULSA hosts 
speaker

agreed with Macke.
“They don’t need the 

family. They have their 
own source of  fame and 
income. Monarchy in 
2021? Come on now,” 
Louis said. 

Sophomore Riley 
Mitchell had a different 
viewpoint about the en-
tire situation.

“We shouldn’t care 
about the Royal Fam-
ily as much as we do,” 
Mitchell said.

Junior Adam Baker 
was along the same line 
as Mitchell.

“I think the media 
likes to stretch the truth 
and that the whole fami-
ly including Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle are 
racists. I think that them 
leaving is purely so that 
they can discredit those 
inline ahead of  them for 
the throne,” Baker said. 

Markle and David are 
continuing to navigate 
their new lives separate 
from the Royal Family. 

Writing contest recognizes students

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

The Marianne Clarke 
writing contest submis-

sions were due March 31. 
“The awards are 

named in honor of  Mar-
ianne Clarke, a 1938 
Doane graduate who be-
came an accomplished 
journalist,” Brad John-
son, English Professor, 
said. “The Clarke family 
established the award in 
1987 to honor her while 
also supporting excel-
lence in writing.”

The first-year compe-
tition is now closed, and 

winners will be contacted 
via email if  they haven’t 
been already. Prizes for 
winners total $1,000. Ac-
cording to Johnson, ten 
first-year students submit-
ted entries to the contest. 

The at-large contest 
is also closed, with two 
$1,000 prizes. Winners 
of  this contest will also 
be contacted via email if  
they haven’t been already. 

“The endowed fund 
[the Clarke family] estab-

lished supports a First-
Year Writing Award, an 
At-Large Writing Award, 
an Owl Award and a 
Xanadu Award. Winners 
are listed in the following 
year’s catalog,” Johnson 
said. 

Johnson also noted 
that the contest is impact-
ful in more ways than 
monetary awards.

“In addition to the 
benefit of  the money, the 
award is a feather in the 

Marianne 
Clarke fund 
hosts range 
of contests

“In addition to 

the benefit of the 

money, the award 

is a feather in the 

cap of students 

applying for grad-

uate school or 

employment.”
Brad Johnson

English Professor

cap of  students applying 
for graduate school or 
employment,” Johnson 
said. 

The Marianne Clarke 
writing contest is a way 
for students to boast their 
writing skills while also 
competing for a consider-
able reward. 

Influencial 
Latinx 
leaders to be 
discussed

Opinions 

vary about 

Royal Family 

actions
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CLASSIFIED AD-
VERTISING in over 
150 newspapers. Reach 
thousands of  readers for 
$225/25 word ad. Con-
tact your local newspa-
per or call 1-800-369-
2850.

KEARNEY GUN & 
Coin Show, April 17th 
and 18th, Sat. 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Expo Center, Fair-
grounds, Kearney, NE.

BANKRUPTCY RE-
LIEF! Help stop creditor 
harassment, collection 
calls, repossession and 
legal actions! Speak to 
a professional attorney 
and get the help you 
Need! Call Now, 855-
751-1474.

A F F O R D A B L E 
PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 
155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - Not 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 
your Free Dental infor-
mation kit with all the 
details! 1-855-490-4149, 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s .
com/81 #6258.

UP TO $15,000.00 of  
Guaranteed Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 
or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company, 866-
982-2256 or visit www.

Life55plus.info/ne

VIASAT SATEL-
LITE Internet. Up to 12 
mbps plans starting at 
$30/month. Our fastest 
speeds (up to 50 mbps) 
& unlimited data plans 
start at $100/month. 
Call Viasat today: 1-877-
255-9312.

TWO GREAT new 
offers from AT&T Wire-
less! Ask how to get the 
new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung 
Galaxy 510e on us with 
AT&T’s Buy One, Give 
One offer. While sup-
plies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119.

DIRECTV - EVERY 
live football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere - on 
your favorite device. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite needed. $40/
month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Com-
mitment. Call 1-855-417-
4299.

DISH NETWORK 
$64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast In-
ternet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch 
& Get a Free $100 Visa 
Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. 
Free Streaming on All 
Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one Free! 
Nearly invisible, fully re-
chargeable In-Ear Nano 
hearing aids priced thou-
sands less than compet-
itors! 45-day trial! Call: 
1-833-994-2752.

LIFE ALERT, One 
press of  a button sends 
help Fast, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free 
First Aid Kit (with sub-
scription). Call 855-663-
0118. Free Brochure.

PORTABLE OX-
YGEN Concentrator? 
May be covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of  
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-385-
3580.

DOES YOUR base-
ment or crawl space need 
some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation 
Repair. A permanent 
solution for waterproof-
ing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and 
nasty crawl spaces. Free 
Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-
3431.

CDL CLASS A Tank-
er Truck Driver. An-
nual compensation ex-
ceeds $80,000.00. Home 
Weekends, and Benefits 
like no other. We haul 
our own products! Con-
tact Tony, 608-935-0915 
Ext. 16.

WESLEY FINAN-
CIAL Group, LLC, 
Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and 
learn how to get rid of  
your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
855-899-7756.

BECOME A Pub-
lished Author. We want 
to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing - trust-
ed by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for your free Author’s 
Guide, 1-877-858-2822 
or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska.

DONATE YOUR car 
for Breast Cancer! Help 
United Breast Cancer 
Foundation education, 

For the 
week of 
April 6:

prevention & support 
programs. Fast free pick-
up - 24 hour response 
- tax deduction. 1-888-
309-7108.

DONATE YOUR car 
or truck to Heritage for 
the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, tax deductible, 

Tiger Timeout

Graphic by Kylie Hughes | The Doane Owl

free towing. All paper-
work taken care of. Call 
1-877-730-8167.
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The Doane Owl strives 
to inform, enlighten and 

entertain students, staff and 
faculty while maintaining 

high journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly under the authority of  

the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. It is 

available every Tuesday of  the 
academic year on www.doane-
line.com or by requesting an 
attachment to an email from 

owl@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Abrianna 
Miller, Joey Winton, Kylie 
Hughes, Jose Villalpando, 
Kendall Meyer and Cassie 

Kessler.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.

Flag photo by Emma Ryan
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No means no, end of sentence

Everyone needs a Nathaniel

With the debate happening 
in the Minnesota Supreme 
Court about what qualifies 
as being “mentally sound,” 
we at the Doane Owl want to 
make our stance on the issue 
known.

No means no.
Consent is given and can 

be taken away at a moment’s 
notice, and all parties must 
cease all actions once it is tak-
en away.

It is vital that everyone un-
derstands that an absence of  
a no is not the same as a yes.

For consent to be given, all 

parties must be fully sober and 
have an acute understanding 
of  the situation.

The judge’s ruling that the 
victim of a rape was not tech-
nically raped because of  an 
outdated definition of  what 
it means to be fully aware is 
insulting to anyone who has 
ever experienced any form of  
harassement, but especially so 
to those who have been sexu-
ally assaulted while under the 
influence.

The person in question had 
taken multiple shots of  high-
proof alcohol in addition to a 

mind altering pill and was in 
no condition to ever give con-
sent.

They passed out and woke 
up in the midst of  being vio-
lated by someone hoping to 
take advantage of  their less-
ened motor skills.

The fact that the judge did 
not choose to convict the per-
son accused because the indi-
vidual who was raped chose 
to consume alcohol is disgust-
ing.

People should not have to 
worry about being taken ad-
vantage of  when they drink, 

and this judge might as well 
have blamed the victim for 
drinking.

It is never the victim’s fault, 
regardless of  what they were 
wearing, how much they had 
to drink or how much they 
might have given consent. If  
their decision making is in-
hibited in any way, they are 
no longer able to give consent.

Again, consent is a defined 
yes, is ongoing and can be 
rescinded at anytime, and as-
sault is never the fault of  the 
victim.

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

With these traits estab-
lished, it’s now time to ex-
plain the ranking system.

S Tier - These guys are 
the ideal rabbits; the ones all 
other buns should strive to 
emulate. Their looks paired 
with a great personality al-
lows them to steal any scene 
they’re in.

A Tier - While not as good 
overall as the bunnies above, 
these boys still bring a lot to 
the table. They have good 
looks and a good personality 
to match, but they just aren’t 

Hey, can you give me the 
time? IT’S HOT TAKES 
TIME BABY!

For this week’s ranking, 
I will be assessing popular 
rabbits in TV shows, movies 
and commercials in honor of  
Easter.

Each rabbit is graded on a 
series of  criteria that I deem 
important in judging the 
quality of  it. 

The design of  the rabbit, 
its personality and how en-
tertaining it is are the three 
pieces that, when put togeth-
er, make up how to judge a 
rabbit.

The rabbit’s design is 
pretty straightforward but is 
also the most important. It’s 
graded on originality and 
how iconic the rabbit is; the 
more inspired the design, the 
better score the rabbit will 
get in this category.

The second most import-
ant quality of  a rabbit is its 
personality. You can be the 
handsomest rabbit ever, but 
if  your personality is awful, 
you won’t score as high as a 
lesser looking but better be-
haved rabbit.

The third and final catego-
ry is the entertainment value 
the rabbit brings with it. If  
they steal the show anytime 
they’re on screen because of  
their wit or charisma, they 
are awarded more points 
than a rabbit who just kind 
of  ambles around aimlessly.

A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton

Hot takes; rabbit season

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

on the same level as the rab-
bits in S Tier.

B Tier - The rabbits 
that occupy this level are 
perfectly average. There’s 
nothing really special about 
them which places them at 
the barrier that separates 
the good rabbits from the 
bad rabbits.

C Tier - These rabbits 
have more negative attri-
butes than positive ones, 
and they should be left 
alone most of  the time.

F Tier - There is no 

amount of  holy fire that 
could purge these blights dis-
guised as rabbits from our 
world. The fact that someone 
made the conscious decision 
to create these abominations 
leaves me with no hope for 
humanity.

*Note: All rankings are fi-
nal and no amount of  hate/
convincing will change my 
mind

S Tier: (The best)- Bugs 
Bunny, Buster Baxter

A Tier: (Second Best)- 
Thumper, Peter Rabbit

B Tier: (Average)- Roger 
Rabbit, Rabbit (from Winnie 
the Pooh)

C Tier: (Below Average)- 
Energizer Bunny

F Tier: (Garbage)- The 
Trix Rabbit, The Cocky Rab-
bit from The Tortoise and the 
Hare

Again, let me say: no 
amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind so 
please save yourself  the time 
and energy, you have better 
things to do than argue with 
a college kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic you 
want me to make a ranking 
of ? Email me at joey.win-
ton@doane.edu with the 
subject line Hot Takes and I 
might write about it!

My buddy Nathaniel is 
one of  the funniest people I 
have ever met, and I think it 
is time that the world knew 
about it. 

I am going to subjectively 
rate Nathaniel’s typical be-
havior. 

“Hey, bud!” receives a 
ten out of  ten-- makes me 
feel appreciated and valued. 
Also, it is a super fun and 
catchy way to greet people; 
no complaints. 

Stealing my boyfriend for 
“bro time” gets a four out of  
ten. While I know they want 
to spend time together and 
chill, I get jealous. I can nev-

er be Nathaniel, and he puts 
that fact in the spotlight. I’m 
here for the mutual mood 
boost, though, so he gets a 
few more points. 

Nathaniel gets an eight 
out of  ten for helping me do 
math. I am embarrassingly 
bad at math, but Nathan-
iel always comes in clutch. 
Sometimes he does make 
fun of  me, so he loses two 
points. 

Wearing a fanny pack, ob-
viously, gets an eleven out of  
ten. I mean, come on. It’s iri-
descent, and it’s iconic. Any-
thing less than that would be 
a crime. 

If  there’s one thing I know 
about Nathaniel, it’s that he 
is the life of  the party. For 
that, he gets a nine out of  
ten. It would be a ten out of  
ten, but sometimes he gets a 
little too rowdy. 

Always helping people 
earns Nathaniel a ten out of  
ten. His intentions are never 
double-sided; he just wants 
to help. Whether it be getting 
a ride, passing my phone or 
giving me advice, Nathaniel 
is the man for the job. 

Finally, Nathaniel gets a 
one out of  ten for his license 
plate. It makes absolutely no 

Courtesy photo | Flickr.com

sense. It says “bird sticks,” 
but he insists that it is 
“breadsticks.” I don’t buy 
it. He gets one point for cre-
ativity, but that is all he has 
going for him on this one. 

Overall, Nathaniel is a 

Photo by Abrianna Miller| The Doane Owl

stand-up guy. I would trust 
him with a small child but 
maybe not a pre-teen. He 
would get too wild with an 
older kid, but a baby would 
definitely be safe with my 
buddy. 
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Play-Doh

Chuck E.
Cheese

Sidewalk
Chalk

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Cadbury
Eggs

Village Inn

It’s been so long since 
I felt like the world was 
normal, but with COVID 
beginning to be dealt 
with, it seems like life 
might just get back to 
normal.

I know a number of  
people feel the same way 
that I do, feeling like they 
finally see the light at the 

tribute them to their stu-
dents. I may be out of  the 
loop, but I haven’t heard 
of  any other colleges do-
ing this, so Doane being 
able to source these vac-
cines is just another pat 
on the back that I must 
give to the school. 

With the school year 
almost being over, sum-
mer in sight and Stop 
Day coming any day, it is 
thanks to Doane that we, 
as a student body, have 
been able to have the 
closest thing to a normal 
and safe year that we pos-
sibly can. 

It’s important to re-
alize that we still are in 
the tunnel of  COVID 
and that not everything is 
clear yet, but I am confi-
dent that if  Doane is able 
to continue to have a grip 
on the pandemic at this 
campus, I feel comfort-
able believing this night-
mare is almost over.

End of pandemic 
is approaching

I don’t know about 
anyone else, but I think 
I’m tired of  hearing the 
fire alarm go off  in my 
building, even though 
it’s only happened a few 
times this year.

From what I can re-
member, it has happened 
three times this year. At 
least two of  those times 
have been because peo-
ple either did not pay 
enough attention to mak-
ing their food, or they 
just didn’t watch the 
microwave and let their 
food start making the 
microwave smoke up the 

whole floor.
I understand that ev-

eryone makes mistakes 
every now and then. 
Forgetting to add water 
to your macaroni and 
cheese before trying to 
cook it, though? I’m no 
expert at cooking, but 
I’m pretty sure that’s 
one of  the most import-
ant parts of  it. I felt kind 
of  bad after we were al-
lowed to come back into 
my building the first time 
a fire alarm went off  this 
year. 

The emergency re-
sponders left the charred 
remains of  the macaroni 
for everyone to see at the 
main doors as a warning 
for everyone to pay better 
attention to their food. 

I guess one warning 
wasn’t enough. I can un-
derstand the macaroni 
situation-- heck, I think 
almost anyone that’s ever 
made it has almost for-
gotten the water at least 
once. I haven’t, but my 
brother and a few of  my 
friends have. 

However, the latest fire 
alarm has baffled me the 

Burning food is not an emergency

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

ANDREUS ABNER
Staff  Writer

end of  the tunnel that 
seemed to be never-end-
ing, but the hope that 
people have has never 
been higher.

I have to give it to Do-
ane for their ability to lim-
it the spread of  COVID 
this year, as it was some-
thing I felt would be im-
possible for the school to 
do. But here we are, mere 
weeks away from the year 
being over, and Doane 
has been able to limit cas-
es and the spreading on 
campus tremendously. 
Granted having a num-
ber of  courses online has 
only given everyone a bit 
of  a hard time, I believe it 
is something that we can 
all sacrifice a little bit of  
in order to stay safe and 
get through this pandem-
ic.

Another thing I want 
to thank Doane for is 
their ability to get vac-
cines and be able to dis-
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JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

most. The fire alarm was 
triggered because of  pop-
corn. Yeah, popcorn.

I know that popcorn is 
pretty easy to burn if  you 
put it in the microwave 
for just a little bit too 
long. However, I have no 
idea how someone could 

Ever since the start of  
the pandemic in March 
2020, I would say that a 
lot of  my hobbies have 
been changing quite dras-
tically. I started spending 
less time inside and more 
time outside. 

With that time inside, 
especially over the sum-
mer, I got back into com-
petitive gaming and start-

ed to notice something 
kind of  interesting.

Since more and more 
people like me have start-
ed to look for something 
beyond just new shows to 
watch, online gaming has 
grown quite a bit. Newer 
people are starting to play 
games casually and oth-
ers look for glory as they 
try and become some of  
the world’s best in the 
competitive scene.

As I started to play 
games like Rocket 
League and Valorant, I 
realized that the player 
pool started to grow, as I 
was digging my way out 
of  the lower ranks rather 
fast.

The higher I climbed 
up, though, it felt like 
there was a higher bar in 
some of  the ranks that I 
had gotten to before.

People are starting to 
take gaming seriously 
now more than ever, and 

Video games earn profit and popularity

Cartoon by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

I think I might know the 
reason why.

One of  the most noto-
rious games to be played 
at the professional level is 
Counter  Strike: Global 

Offensive (CS:GO). The 
game came out on Aug. 
21, 2012, and the first 
major tournament that 
debuted was a little over 
a year later in 2013.

The prize pool for 
CS:GO major tourna-
ments stands at an as-
tounding 15 million dol-
lars and that’s a game 
with a dying player pool.

People around the 
world played the game 
when it came out, and 
millions of  people still 
play almost a decade lat-
er. Slowly, the realm of  
CS:GO players started to 
dwindle down as a new 
game came to rise in pop-
ularity.

On July 25, 2017 Fort-
nite’s Battle Royal game 
mode came out for the 
first time, with the World 
Cup following two years 
later in 2019. 

The first ever Fortnite 
World Cup winner got 
3 million dollars at the 
young age of  16 years 
old. If  that isn’t motivat-
ing enough to be good at 
a video game, then I don’t 
know what is.

In quarantine, people 
have started to try and 
find a new source of  in-
come. That can be from 
an assortment of  ways, 
but one way of  getting 
some easy money can be 
from streaming.

Streaming has been 
around for years and 
years, but more people 
are wanting to watch this 
form of  entertainment.

Nowadays, with how 
much time people spend 
at their computer, it’s 
easy to just practice and 
stream at the same time 
while you try to get better.

As the competitive 
gaming scene continues 
to grow, remember to get 
out of  your comfort zone 
and maybe try playing a 
game or two. You’ll never 
know if  you like it or not 
unless you do!

have left it in the micro-
wave long enough for it to 
start smoking and trigger 
the fire alarm. You can 
literally just stand next to 
the microwave and wait. 
I can only assume that 
whoever left the popcorn 
went to do whatever else 

within those two to four 
minutes it usually takes 
to cook.

All I wanted was to get 
back on campus after a 
long weekend and relax, 
but not even 30 minutes 
later, the fire alarm went 
off. I know it’s not like 

there’s a huge chance to 
start a big fire from some-
thing like this but still. It’s 
an easily avoided incon-
venience. So, can we just 
start paying some more 
attention to whatever the 
heck we cook from now 
on?



9Sportsdoaneline.com

Courtesy photo | Doane Athletic Department

Photo by Emma Ryan | The Doane Owl 

Women’s Golf starts spring season

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

On March 31, the 
Women’s Golf  team 
competed in their first 
game of  the spring sea-
son. The Women came 
in fourth at their home 
event and are now get-
ting ready to compete in 
their final three invites.

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

After almost five 
months between their 
last fall competition and 
their first spring invite, 
the team has been pre-
paring by practicing as 
often as they can. Junior 
Tressa Bull said she be-
lieves this season will 
show a lot of  improve-
ment from the team.

“I feel as if  we are Freshman Sydney Erickson htis her ball from the tee box.

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia
Coordinator

Baseball stays top two in conference
As the season’s end 

is just around the cor-
ner, the Baseball team 
has been working hard 
to keep performing at 
the same level they have 
been all season. With 
only nine days of  games 
left, the team looks to 
keep their winning sea-
son alive.

Although many stu-
dents and athletes are 
starting to feel burnt out 
by this point in the year, 
the team is still in high 
spirits. Senior Staley 
Gilmore said he knows 

the team wants to be 
fully locked in for every 
game they play.

“We’ve had some real-
ly awesome comebacks, 
and the confidence is 
pretty high right now,” 
Gilmore said. “This is a 
solid team, and it’s been 
the most enjoyable team 
I’ve been on.”

Right now, the team 
is standing second in the 
conference. They are cur-
rently behind Concordia, 
but despite this, the team 
is especially proud of  the 
way their practicing has 
paid off  this season.

“It’s not by accident; 
we’ve put in the work to 

ready for the season and 
ready to put the work 
into our game,” Bull 
said. “Some of  us ended 
on a high note and others 
didn’t but are wanting to 
improve this season.”

Because most of  the 
team’s invites involve 
traveling, it can be hard 
to keep up with all their 
responsibilities, but ev-

eryone has a system so 
they do not fall behind 
on any one thing in par-
ticular.

“Balancing school, 
work and golf  has been 
difficult,” Bull said. 
“Managing all this with 
meets is more difficult 
because I have to make 
sure I am organized and 
know what homework I 
have to do. This way, I 
am able to stay on task 
and get the work done 
that needs to be done.”

The team has been 
spending quite a bit 
of  time practicing and 
working on the things 
that need the most im-
provement. However, 
in Nebraska, the weath-
er can prove to be dif-
ficult to work around 
and make it hard to get 
through practices. 

“We do not typically 
practice if  it is raining, 
but now that we have 
an indoor facility, we 
do have practices some-
times,” Bull said. “The 
weather can also go from 
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Junior Nathan Stark pitches to his opponent.

Junior Tressa Bull tees off to start her attempt at this hole.

be where we are, and we 
just need to continue to 
play with our abilities,” 
Gilmore said. “It’s a 
tough conference, so it’s 
very rewarding.”

With nineteen games 
left in less than a month, 
the baseball schedule is 
packed full of  traveling 
and competing. Howev-
er, the team is remaining 
focused on playing their 
best for the rest of  the 
season.

“It’s a grind for sure, 
but this is what we play 
for,” Gilmore said. 
“We’re deep enough that 
guys are ready to play 
each week, and we pre-

70 to 80 degree days 
and then 40 degrees the 
next. We just have to be 
prepared and have many 
layers in our bags at all 
times.”

With three invites left, 
the team is excited for 
the opportunity to get 
outside and play after 
having waited so long for 
their spring season.

“I think the one thing 
that we are most look-

Softball sweeps first home games
Last weekend, the 

Softball team had their 
first home games of  the 
season, playing Briar 
Cliff  University and Col-
lege of  Saint Mary. The 
team was able to win all 
four of  their games and 
now has a record of  17-
14.

After spending so 
much of  their season on 
the road, the team was 
excited to have their first 
home games this spring. 
Junior Cecily Kaluza 
said she enjoyed being 
able to play in front of  
Doane fans, calling it a 

“really awesome experi-
ence.”

“The atmosphere with 
baseball also playing 
next to us and having 
all the fans there, it was 
amazing,” Kaluza said. 
“It was exhilarating; we 
were all super hyped and 
ready to go play and win 
some games.”

Now that the team 
has entered more confer-
ence play, they have re-
ally come together to set 
themselves up for a suc-
cessful end of  the season.

“I think because it is 
now conference season, 
we’re a little more seri-
ous,” Kaluza said. “Not 
that we weren’t serious 

in preseason because we 
were really serious; I just 
think we’re more deter-
mined now to really do 
what we need to do and 
win games.”

Although the rest of  
their schedule is packed 
full of  games, the team is 
ready to continue on and 
stay determined.

“I don’t think it’s go-
ing to be much of  an 
issue, just because we 
had so many games in 
preseason that we got 
used to it,” Kaluza said. 
“We’re very determined 
so we work hard, and we 
do what we need to on 
the field to be prepared 
for so many games.”

The team is staying 
focused and knows that 
each person on the team 
is counting on them to do 
their part in order to help 
secure win after win.

“We’re a very close 
team so I think that also 
helps us with winning be-
cause we have such great 
chemistry, and we’re 
such a tight team,” Kalu-
za said. “We all get along 
so I think that helps us 
stay focused as well be-
cause we want to win for 
each other; we’re doing it 
for each other.”

The Softball team will 
play Concordia at home 
on April 7 before head-
ing to Sioux City, Iowa 

pared for the long sea-
son.” 

Like most sports 
teams, as the end of  the 
season approaches, the 
chance at winning a con-
ference championship 
becomes the drive for 
most of  the players.

“[Winning the GPAC] 
is what keeps us focused; 
we know it’s a tough con-
ference, and it’s not go-
ing to be easy,” Gilmore 
said. “It’s been the goal 
since fall, and now that 
it’s finally here, guys are 
determined.”

The Baseball team 
will play Mount Marty 
University on April 9 fol-

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

Athlete of the Week
Jacob Hruska
Track & Field
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ing forward to is getting 
back on the course and 
enjoying the days we get 
to golf,” Bull said. “It 
will be a lot of  hard work 
and time commitment, 
but we will get through 
it with smiles on our fac-
es.”

The Women’s Golf  
team will be in Lincoln 
on April 6 and 7 to com-
pete in the Concordia In-
vite.

Track teams dominate duel and GPAC
Doane Track and 

Field was able to de-
fend their home turf  on 
Friday by defeating Ne-
braska Wesleyan in their 
annual dual. The Men’s 
team won comfortably 
by a score of  124-98, 
their largest margin of  
victory over Nebraska 
Wesleyan. The Women’s 
team narrowly edged the 
win with a score of  98-
90. 

The victory for the 
Men was their 14th 
straight win against Ne-
braska Wesleyan, and 
11 NAIA national qual-
ifying marks were hit by 
Doane athletes in both 

the “A” and “B” stan-
dards.

Junior Jacob Hruska 
moved atop the NAIA 
rankings in the high 
jump after posting a per-
sonal best of  2.11m. Se-
nior Richard Dover also 
hit a personal best in the 
discus to move him atop 
the leaderboards with a 
throw of  50.15m.

The Tigers also have 
a few athletes with top 
five marks in the nation. 
Freshman Carter Reck-
ling is third in the nation 
after hitting 2.05m in 
the high jump, meeting 
“B” standard. Fifth-year 
Henry Arnold posted a 
14.93m triple jump for 
third in the nation. Se-
nior Tanner Sand ranks 
fourth in the nation in 

long jump with his mark 
of  7.26m. Arnold is right 
behind him with a 7.25m 
mark, also in long jump. 
Freshman Sarah Theiler 
cleared 1.64m in the high 
jump, placing her fourth 
in the nation.

Both teams had a 
number of  athletes hit 
additional standards as 
well. Junior Sergio Ar-
cos hit the “B” standard 
in long jump. Sand hit 
the “B” standard in the 
triple jump in addition 
to his top five long jump 
rank. Senior Matthew 
Campbell earned an “A” 
standard in the hammer 
throw and tacked on a 
“B” standard shot put 
as well. Freshman Zach 
Turner achieved a na-
tional qualifying mark 

on the 110m hurdles.
On the Women’s side, 

freshman Madison Sut-
ton hit the “A” standard 
in discus with a mark of  
44.98m, while she re-
mains eighth in the na-
tion based on her throw 
in the previous compe-
tition. She also placed 
herself  in the seventh 
place spot for shot put 
this week with a throw 
of  13.40m. Senior Alli-
son Skala follows close 
behind with her with a 
throw of  13.39m, good 
for eighth in the nation. 
Fifth-year Alyssa Downs 
cleared 3.55m in pole-
vault to place her sixth in 
the nation.

Hruska attributed a 
lot of  his success to the 
motivation that his team-

mates and coaches give 
him at every meet.

“I think everyone al-
ways wants to improve. 
It’s a process though, not 
every meet is going to be 
my best meet, but I know 
that with my coaches and 
teammates constantly 
pushing me, I’ll contin-
ue to reach my goals of  
improving. It will always 
be about doing your best, 
working your hardest 
and competing like every 
meet is conference or na-
tionals,” Hruska said.

Sutton echoed that 
feeling, adding that the 
encouragement keeps 
her motivated.

“My experience on 
the Doane track team 
has exceeded my expec-
tations. It’s easy to per-

form at a high level when 
I have teammates that 
rally around one another 
and coaches that contin-
ually encourage me to 
reach my potential,” Sut-
ton said.

Hruska made sure 
to add that even with 
COVID-19 present, he 
didn’t feel it was some-
thing that stood in the 
team’s way.

“The hard-working 
culture on this team is 
always going to be the 
main reason why we 
are able to achieve our 
goals. No matter the hur-
dles in our way due to 
COVID-19, that culture 
isn’t going to change,” 
Hruska said.

to play Morningside Col- lege on April 10.

lowed by Midland Uni- versity on April 10.


