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U.S. withdrawing from Afghanistan

Student attends forensics nationals

Professor research focused on cells
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Junior Walker Stuhr 
qualified for the Foren-
sic Team’s national com-
petition and went home 
ranked in the top 12 ora-
tors in the nation. 

Nationals took place 
between April 2 and 
April 3 this year and was 

Associate Professor of  
Biology Brett Schofield 
has been at Doane for al-
most five years, a relative-
ly short amount of  time, 
but his work is extensive. 

Schofield is currently 
researching how some 
genes are activated and 
others are not at the mo-
lecular level. He does his 
research with six under-
graduate students, some-
thing he says adds an 
enjoyable element to his 
work. 

“I’m working with six 
undergraduates this se-
mester, and I’m going 
to be working with three 
over the summer. So, it’s 
a really tight collabora-
tion,” Schofield said. 

Schofield views his 
close work with under-

virtual because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

This was Stuhr’s third 
year on the team, and he 
said he is proud of  his ac-
complishments and those 
of  his teammates. 

“To me, competing on 
the national level means 
facing off  against, like, 
the same seven schools 
from various coastal 
states that all have mag-
nitudes greater budgets 
and team sizes, but then 
consistently holding our 
own as a team, because 
apparently Nebraska is a 
gauntlet of  national-level 
public speakers,” Stuhr 
said. 

At the competition, 
Stuhr competed with an 
informational speech en-
titled “Assault and Bat-

graduates as “another 
opportunity to mentor 
students” and another 
way to teach students in 
an out-of-the-classroom 
setting. 

The main focus of  this 
research project is to dis-
cover how proteins in 
each individual cell goes 
from a nonliving material 
to a living one. 

“The cell has to reg-
ulate a gene, as in deter-
mine if  its going to be 
on or off. I like to tell 
students it’s more like a 
dimmer switch,” Schof-
ield said.

Specifically, Schofield 
is experimenting on cells 
to see if  it is possible to 
deactivate a certain gene 
and activate another one. 
By doing so, Schofield 
could discover a step to-
wards the way in which 
the body’s cells form and 
multiply.

“It’s all about un-
derstanding the deci-
sion-making process the 

teries: The DRC’s Co-
balt Crisis.” This piece 
brought a serious social 
issue to the forefront.

“Nearly all tech com-
panies are aware of  and 
complicit in the use child 
labor in the Democratic 
Republic of  the Congo to 
mine cobalt, a toxic metal 
used in lithium-ion bat-
teries,” Stuhr said. 

Stuhr said the only 
negative element of  his 
experience was missing 
out on events at home.

“Being a national 
competitor also means I 
missed the Josh Fight last 
weekend, but it’s fine be-
cause I had dinner with 
him and his friends at 
Honest Abes in Lincoln 
afterwards,” Stuhr said. 

As for the future of  the 

cells are going through. 
And, like I said, once 
we understand how that 
works, we can undo those 
decisions,” Schofield 
said. 

The importance of  this 
research cannot be under-
scored. Understanding 
this process could revolu-
tionize medical process-
es, as the end goal is to 
figure out a way to revert 
cells back to stem cells. 

Stem cells have not ac-
tivated any genes yet, and 
they could be manipulat-
ed to facilitate any given 
function as long as the 
cell has the appropriate 
proteins. 

Schofield said this re-
search could lead to a 
cure for cancer by allow-
ing physicians to make 
tumors benign. While his 
work does not specifically 
focus on curing cancer, it 
has implications towards 
that goal. 

The importance of  col-
laboration was empha-

Stuhr ranks 

among top 

12  national 

orators

Biden to 

pull all U.S. 

troops by 

September

On April 14, President 
Biden announced his plan 
to withdraw all American 
troops from Afghanistan 
by September 11 of  this 

year.
This decision will keep 

thousands of  U.S. forces 
in the country beyond the 
May 1 exit deadline the 
Trump administration 
negotiated with the Tali-
ban last year.

According to The New 
York Times, there are of-
ficially 2,500 U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan, but that 
number can fluctuate. 
Currently, there are an 
additional 1,000 U.S. 
troops and 7,000 foreign 
forces (most of  them be-
ing NATO troops) de-
ployed there as well.

After spending 20 
years in the region, the 
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decision to withdraw all 
troops comes after an 
administration review of  
U.S. options in Afghani-
stan concluding that the 
Taliban remains a potent 
force despite efforts made 
by the U.S.

The war has cost tril-
lions of  dollars and 
caused the deaths of  
more than 2,000 U.S. ser-
vice members and over 
100,000 Afghan civilians.

Some officials warn 
that a U.S. exit will lead 
to the collapse of  the Ka-
bul government and will 
put the gains made over 
the past two decades at 
risk. Gains made include 

health, education and 
women’s rights, but the 
Biden administration is 
adamant that it will re-
main closely involved in 
the peace process and 
will continue to provide 
humanitarian aid and as-
sistance.

The decision to leave 
Afghanistan sparked di-
vided reactions among 
those in Washington.

“It is a retreat in the 
face of  an enemy that has 
not yet been vanquished 
and abdication of  Amer-
ican leadership,” Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell (R-Ky.) said.

He cited a 2019 amend-

ment that requires the 
administration to “cer-
tify that conditions have 
been met for the enduring 
defeat of  al-Qaeda and 
[the Islamic State] before 
initiating any significant 
withdrawal of  United 
States forces from Syria 
or Afghanistan,” and be-
lieves there is “broad po-
litical support” for con-
tinued military presence 
in the region.

“There are no good, 
easy decisions here, given 
the options, I think this 
is the best choice,” Rep-
resentative Adam Smith 
(D-Wash.) said.

Smith was adamant 

that the main threats to 
the U.S. are places like 
China, Russia, North Ko-
rea, etc. and that keeping 
troops in Afghanistan 
any longer is a mistake.

“We can only be in so 
many places. We have to 
make choices, and those 
choices are not easy,” 
Smith said.

It is unclear what will 
happen between the Tali-
ban and the Afghani gov-
ernment when the U.S. 
withdraws from the re-
gion, but the federal gov-
ernment is hopeful that 
peaceful negotiations be-
tween them will emerge.

Forensics Team, Stuhr 
hopes the team’s suc-
cesses are able to justify 
saving the program from 
prioritization cuts. 

“Honestly, at this point 
I’m really just hoping for 
any future for the Fo-
rensics team. As far as I 
know, we’re still waiting 
on whether or not we’re 
getting cut next year,” 
Stuhr said. “That’s de-
spite, you know, the ob-
vious measures of  suc-
cess that we’ve brought 
to the table, which other 
extracurricular programs 
here at Doane can’t quite 
claim for themselves.”

Stuhr’s speech will be 
included in a published 
compilation of  all nation-
al qualifiers’ speeches.

sized by Schofield, and 
he expressed his appreci-
ation for the undergrad-
uate students that he is 
working with. 

“My goal is always 
to make sure that those 
students are not just my 
hands in the lab, that 
their minds are the ones 
coming up with these 
experiments,” Schofield 
said. 

He looks forward to 
working with students in 
order to facilitate their 
learning and give them 
some level of  freedom in 
the research. Guidance 
is provided by Schofield, 
but he credits much of  
the work to his students. 

“This is my scholarly 
program. It’s something 
that I am working on 
actively, but I have col-
laborators that are under-
grads, and it wouldn’t be 
possible without them,” 
Schofield said.
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This Week’s 
Weather 
Forecast

Friday
4/30

High: 80
Low: 57

High: 86
Low: 61

High: 62
Low: 48

High: 68
Low: 51

Saturday
5/1

Monday
5/3

High: 67
Low: 46

Thursday
4/29

High: 73
Low: 44

Sunday
5/2

High: 85
Low: 57

Tuesday
5/4

Wednesday
5/5

Battle of the 
Joshs raises 
money for 
charity

Program 

seeks student 

experience 

feedback 

Focus groups for Religious Life

Alumni host Greek Career Panel

Joshs just joshing around

When Director of  Re-
ligious and Spiritual Life 
Leah Rediger first started 
her job four years ago, 
she met with students, 
staff  and faculty to find 
out what they wanted 
from the Religious and 
Spiritual Life office. That 
feedback was then tak-
en to build the program 
from the ground up.

With that “firm foun-
dation,” the Religious 

On April 21, Doane 
University’s Inter-Greek 
Alumni Association 
hosted a Greek Career 
Panel. This event was a 
virtual Zoom webinar, 
and all Doane students 
and alumni were invited. 
The purpose behind this 
webinar was to give tips 
to students on how to be 
successful after gradua-

What started mostly 
as a joke to pass the time 
throughout the pandem-
ic, April 24, 2021, marked 
the “battle to end all bat-
tles:” the Josh fight.

The idea first emerged 
on April 24, 2020 when 
Josh Swain of  Arizona 
created a group chat over 
Facebook with other Josh 
Swain’s, gathering them 
so that there could be a 
“fight to keep the name.”

“Precisely, 4/24/2021, 
12:00 p.m., meet at these 
coordinates, (40.8223286, 
-96.7982002) we fight, 
whoever wins gets to 
keep the name, everyone 
else has to change their 
name, you have a year 
to prepare, good luck,” 
Swain’s message to the 

and Spiritual Life office 
now plans to “broad-
en [their] horizons” by 
gaining more feedback. 
To do this, the Religious 
and Spiritual Life office 
is hosting two different 
focus groups on April 27 
and April 28.

The groups will be run 
by Rediger and Vice Pres-
ident of  the Division of  
Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion (DEI) Luis Sote-
lo. The ideas from the fo-
cus groups will be used to 
improve several programs 
within the DEI.

“As DEI professionals, 
we are always trying to 
improve how we serve the 
people that we serve. We 
are trying to expand our 
knowledge, get feedback, 
improve something that 
is already good and make 
it better,” Rediger said.

Student leaders from 
the various religious and 
spiritual groups on cam-
pus will make up the 
focus groups, as well as 
students active in the DEI 
Division and in the Reli-

tion. 
Alumni of  Alpha 

Omega fraternity, Chi 
Delta sorority, Gamma 
Phi Iota sorority, Omega 
Psi Theta sorority, Phi 
Sigma Tau sorority, and 
Sigma Phi Theta frater-
nity were on the panel. 
Many of  the panelists 
discussed Greek Life at 
Doane during their four 
years and how Greek life 
had positively contribut-
ed to their lives.

Active Greek members 
were encouraged to at-

group chat read. 
The location was lat-

er changed to Air Park 
Green Area in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

Although he initially 
meant the fight only as 
a joke, as the date came 
closer, people across 
many social media plat-
forms ran with the plans, 
garnering more and more 
excitement. Because of  
this, Swain decided to 
follow through with his 
plan.

“When I posted the 
screenshots to Twitter, 
the internet ran with it, 
and ran with enough en-
durance for you all to 
remember a [year] later. 
That doesn’t happen very 
often, so I’m afraid I have 

gious and Spiritual Life 
office.

Rediger describes her 
role in the focus group as 
a listener and facilitator. 
She said the meetings are 
composed of  students be-
cause that is her primary 
focus.

“My office serves the 
entire Doane community, 
but students are the pri-
mary focus of  much of  
my program, so I want to 
make sure that, especially 
in those aspects of  Reli-
gious and Spiritual Life, 
that students have the 
opportunity to give input 
and offer ideas,” Rediger 
said.

President of  Pagan 
Hearthkin, Jayda De 
Jong echoes the idea that 
it is important to have 
students be in on the dis-
cussion.

“I am of  the personal 
belief, as I cannot talk for 
everyone, that when you 
are trying to help students 
that you should have 
some students in on the 
discussion. It could give 
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a new light to something 
that wasn’t thought of  be-
fore,” De Jong said. 

The goal of  the focus 
group is to have an open 
space where students of  
different backgrounds 
and perspectives can 
share their ideas on what 
they would like to see 
from the Religious and 
Spiritual Life office. They 
can share what can be im-
proved and how the office 
can better serve a wide 
range of  students. 

Rediger and De Jong 
both think that having 
multiple perspectives is 
important in these con-
versations. 

“I am one person, and 
my office is led by one 
person. We all have bi-
ases. I am limited by my 
own scope, my own expe-
riences and my own per-
spective,” Reidger said. 
“So, inviting a diverse set 
of  opinions and feedback 
offers opportunities for 
Religious and Spiritual 
programming going for-
ward to reflect what stu-

dents’ needs and desires 
actually are.”

The goal is to use the 
feedback and ideas gained 
from the focus groups in 
the next school year. 

“Nothing inspires me 
more than authentic and 
honest conversations on 
any topic but especially 
religion and spirituality 
because that’s what I do 
and that’s what I care 
about,” Rediger said.

She said that she feels 
privileged to have an hour 
of  time with the two fo-
cus groups to learn what 
needs improvement and 
how to change the pro-
gram to better meet the 
needs of  students. 

Rediger said the focus 
groups are open to any 
and all input. Students 
interested in sharing 
feedback or thoughts for 
improvement of  the Re-
ligious and Spiritual Life 
office can email religious.
spiritual@doane.edu. 

tend to fulfill their Alum-
ni/Professional Devel-
opment goal that counts 
towards Greek Standards. 

“Listening to alumni 
of  all groups tell stories 
about Doane and living 
in the quads was super in-
teresting. It was also fun 
to see all the attendees 
talking in the chat. The 
event reminded me that 
the connections I have 
made both in and outside 
of  my group are lasting 
and will contribute to my 
experience later in life,” 

to oblige the Internet and 
trek all the way across the 
contiguous United States 
to defend my name,” 
Swain wrote on Reddit.

Defend his name, he 
did. When April 24 came, 
one other Josh Swain 
from Omaha, Nebraska, 
showed up. With an ex-
treme battle of  rock, pa-
per, scissors beginning, 
Swain of  Arizona took 
the cake and won the bat-
tle, solidifying himself  as 
the true Josh Swain.

After the Josh Swain 
fight, an ultimate “Josh 
fight” ensued with every-
one named Josh being al-
lowed to fight one anoth-
er with pool noodles in 
battle-royale style combat 
while spectators watched 

junior Madi Warrelmann 
said. 

Warrelmann was 
drawn to the Greek pan-
el because she wanted to 
support alumni of  her 
group, Chi Delta sorority. 

Sophomore Payton 
Schelin, Alumni Chair of  
Gamma Phi Iota sorority, 
attended the Greek Panel 
for the same reasons as 
Warrelmann. 

“[Alumni] also talk-
ed about how important 
Greek Life was in their 
future. Basically, with-

and cheered things like 
“my money is on Josh!” 
or “Team Josh!” Insider 
reported.

At the end of  the bat-
tle stood four-year-old 
Josh Vinson Jr., or “Little 
Josh,” but titled “Ulti-
mate Josh” after his vic-
tory.

Swain also used the 
Josh fight to “raise mon-
ey for the Children’s Hos-
pital and Medical Center 
(CH&MC) Foundation 
[and] also used the event 
to host a food drive for 
the Food Bank of  Lin-
coln,” Insider reported.

By late afternoon, 
$8,266 was raised for the 

out Greek Life at Doane, 
they would not be where 
they are today. But over-
all, Doane Greek Life 
and our alumni are the 
best and are true repre-
sentatives of  why Doane 
is special,” Schelin said. 

Students can contact 
the Alumni Affairs office 
at alumni@doane.edu 
with any questions about 
upcoming Alumni events. 

Official Josh Swain Fund 
for CH&MC Founda-
tion, Swain posted to his 
Twitter (@joshswainaz). 
At the time of  this publi-
cation, $13,759 has been 
donated, far exceeding 
the original $1,000 goal. 

“Thank you so so 
much to all the volun-
teers that helped out and 
the residents of  the great 
city of  Lincoln for being 
so welcoming and mak-
ing this event incredible. 
Still in disbelief  at the 
moment but amazed at 
the incredible support,” 
Swain posted to his Twit-
ter once the day was al-
most over.

MORTAL KOMBAT
Now with Josh DLC
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Memorial Stadium opens for spectators
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The University of  Ne-
braska-Lincoln (UNL) 
football team will hold 
their annual spring game 
on May 1 at 1 p.m. this 
year. 

Spring games typically 
take place in April, but 

with the pandemic, the 
team’s schedule has been 
pushed back. Head coach 
Scott Frost announced 
the spring game and said 
it was slightly delayed so 
the team can appropriate-
ly practice and condition 
for the event. 

1011 News reports that 
50 percent capacity for 
spectators will be allowed 
at the game. Tickets are 

$10, and there is a limit of  
ten tickets per purchase.

Normal regulations for 
Memorial Stadium will 
still be in place with the 
addition of  mask-wear-
ing. 

Alpha Omega frater-
nity and Phi Sigma Tau 
sorority will be volunteer-
ing to work at the conces-
sions stands at the spring 
game.

“We have con-
cluded that the 
known poten-
tial benefits 
of the Janssen 
COVID-19 vac-
cine outweigh 
its known and 
potential risks 
in individuals 
18 years of age 
and older.”

Janet Woodcock
Acting FDA commissioner 

and M.D.

Doane Crime Log

• 04/15 Motor Vehicle: Hit and Run: Doane Parking 
Lot K

• 04/17 Vandalism: Communications, 1st Floor
• 04/17 Assault: Campus Property
• 04/17 Disturbance: Residence Halls: Burrage Hall
• 04/19 Fire: Fire Department Response: Residence 

Halls: Smith Hall, 1st Floor
• 04/19 Motor Vehicle: Hit and Run: Doane Parking 

Lot F
• 04/22 Vandalism: Residence Halls: Smith Hall, 3rd 

Floor
• 04/23 Assault: Aggravated Assault: Aggrivated As-

sault with Hands/Fists/Feet/Teeth: Doane Parking 
Lot A

Courtesy photo | Flickr.com

Doane Safety Office reported incidents in their public 
crime log. Incidients reported between April 5 through 
25 include:

On April 20, the Uni-
versity of  Nebraska-Lin-
coln (UNL) held a vac-
cine clinic for all students 
who had not yet received 
their COVID-19 vaccine.

“Being vaccinated 
against COVID-19 is the 
single most important 
step any of  us can take to 
protect ourselves and our 
university community,” 
UNL Chancellor Ronnie 
Green said.

With the Lincoln-Lan-
caster County Health 
Department’s (LLCHD) 
support, UNL helped 
offer Pfizer vaccines to 
students. Since the Pfizer 
vaccine requires a second 
dose after about 21 days, 
the vaccine clinic will re-
turn to UNL on May 10 
for the next dose.

Walk-in appointments 
were available for any-
one at least 19-years-old 
and with a valid NCard 
(UNL ID card).

The vaccine clinic was 
offered to all students 
from higher education in-

stitutions within Lancast-
er County and the sur-
rounding area. COVID 
Doane sent an email to 
all Doane students on 
April 16 outlining the op-
portunity.

“Getting vaccinated 
against COVID-19 is an 
important step in pro-
tecting ourselves and 
others. Each additional 
member of  the Doane 
community that receives 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
moves us one step closer 
to restoring the pre-pan-
demic opportunities at 
Doane that allow our 
community to thrive,” the 
email from COVID Do-
ane read.

COVID Doane also 
sent out an email on 
April 27 announcing an-
other Janssen (Johnson 
& Johnson) vaccine clin-
ic in Fuhrer Fieldhouse 
on April 28 from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. for any student 
who has yet to receive 
their vaccine and would 
like to. This clinic comes 
after the vaccine was re-
approved by the FDA and 
CDC on April 23.

UNL hosts Pfizer 
vaccine clinic
JOSE VILLALPANDO

News Editor

Minnesota mayor issues lockdown

T w e n t y - y e a r - o l d 
Daunte Wright was killed 
by a police officer during 
a traffic stop in Minneso-
ta, sparking more protests 
against police violence in 
the state.

Minnesota has become 
a hot spot for protests 
against police violence 
after George Floyd was 
killed by a Minneapo-
lis police officer who 
kneeled on his neck for 
more than nine minutes 
despite the cries of  suf-
focation from Floyd. The 

officer has since been re-
moved from his position 
and charged with murder.

Police Chief  Tim Gan-
non said in a statement 
that the officer who shot 
Wright, Kim Potter, shot 
him after pulling him over 
for a traffic violation. Pot-
ter then discovered there 
was a warrant out for 
Wright’s arrest for miss-
ing a court appearance, 
and upon trying to detain 
Wright, Potter shot him. 
Potter is now on adminis-
trative leave.

Gannon also stated 
the officer meant to fire 
a taser but instead made 
an “accidental discharge” 
from her gun. Video evi-
dence shows the officer 
yelling “I’ll tase you” 
multiple times before fir-
ing.

The same day Wright 
was killed, hundreds of  
people gathered on the 
streets and clashed with 
police until the next 

morning.
According to The New 

York Times, the protest 
was stationed outside 
the Brooklyn Center Po-
lice Department, and as 
things began to turn vio-
lent, Mayor Mike Elliot 
of  Brooklyn Center or-
dered a city-wide curfew 
until 6 a.m. The local 
school superintendent 
called on all schools to 
hold virtual classes in-
stead of  in-person “out 
of  an abundance of  cau-
tion.”

Outside of  the Brook-
lyn Center Police Depart-
ment, protesters chanted 
and threw rocks, bags of  
garbage and water bottles 
at the police.

Eventually, they were 
pushed back when po-
lice responded with rub-
ber bullets and chemical 
weapons.

Police fired projectiles 
that burst with a loud 
bang and gas that burned 
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The reapproval comes 
after the distribution was 
stalled because of  six 
cases of  a rare type of  
blood clot in individuals 
who received the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine. Af-
ter extensive research, it 
was determined that the 
Janssen vaccine could be 
reapproved because the 
benefits of  the vaccine 
outweigh the associated 
risks.

“We have conclud-
ed that the known and 
potential benefits of  the 
Janssen COVID-19 vac-
cine outweigh its known 
and potential risks in in-
dividuals 18 years of  age 
and older. We are con-
fident that this vaccine 
continues to meet our 
standards for safety, ef-
fectiveness and quality,” 
Acting FDA commis-
sioner M.D. Janet Wood-
cock said.

Protestors clash 

with Brooklyn 

Center Police 

Department

the throats and eyes of  
protestors, but the gas 
reached several apart-
ment buildings around 
the area. Families in the 
area reported being ex-
tremely shaken by the 
conflict.

Kimberly Lovett, a for-
mer property manager for 
the apartment buildings 
near the police station, 
said she had driven to the 
area to check on her for-
mer tenants and to show 
her frustration with the 

police.
“What we’re fed up 

with is the police [steadi-
ly] killing young Black 
men,” Lovett said.

As of  this publication, 
there are no further up-
dates.

“Husker football has 
been a big part of  my life 
since I was young. So, 
being able to be back in 
Memorial Stadium, even 
if  it’s only to work con-
cessions for the spring 
game, is something I’m 
really looking forward 
to,” sophomore Austin 
Filliez, member of  Alpha 
Omega fraternity, said. 

Nebraska football has 

historically been a major 
player in the state’s cul-
ture, and the COVID-19 
pandemic has caused 
cancellations and limita-
tions to the sport. Filliez 
said he is glad to be mov-
ing past the pandemic 
with the Huskers.

“After all that’s hap-
pened with the pandemic, 
it’s great to see Memorial 
Stadium opening back up 

and things starting to get 
back to normal,” Filliez 
said. 

The game will be 
available to watch on 
TV or online on the Big 
10 Network. Addition-
al network coverage is 
pending. Fans can listen 
to the game on the radio 
as well. 
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Students learn about birth control 
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The Student Wellness 
Action Team (SWAT) 
hosted an informational 
birth control brunch on 
April 24. 

They had an educa-
tional instructor from 
Lincoln’s Planned Par-
enthood. 

Planned Parenthood 
is a resource for birth 
control and intrauterine 
devices (IUD), sexual-
ly transmitted diseases 
(STD) and sexually trans-
mitted infection (STI) 
testing, urinary tract in-
fection screenings and 
treatment, anxiety and 
depression screening and 

resources, human immu-
nodeficiency virus (HIV) 
consultation, transgender 
hormone thearpy and 
much more. 

With over fifteen 
participants, the group 
started off  with learn-
ing about some key facts 
about birth control and 
different options. Then, 
participants completed 
an educational Kahoot 
to talk through some 
uncomfortable topics of  
consent, birth control 
and hygiene. 

Junior Genna Ry-
an-Piasecki was one of  
the members in charge of  
the event for SWAT. 

“We wanted to host 
a birth control informa-

tion session because our 
sub-group of  SWAT, 
Condom Club, focuses 
specifically on the sexu-
al health of  the student 
body. We find it extreme-
ly important to educate 
the student body on the 
many different methods 
to protect oneself  from 
STIs and unwanted preg-
nancy,” Piasecki said. 

All students are able 
to join SWAT’s Condom 
Club for free. There was 
a sign-up form sent out in 
March from Tiger Well-
ness.

The Condom Club 
sends out monthly con-
dom club packages for 
those that have signed up.

One site that was men-

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

As part of  week four 
of  Sexual Assault Aware-
ness month, Campus Ad-
vocacy, Prevention and 
Education (CAPE) Proj-
ect hosted sexual projects 
week.

The goal of  this week 
was for students to learn 
about their own sexual 
project, whether it is ab-
stinence, forming a rela-
tionship or finding out 
likes and dislikes, and 
how to go about that 
without violating another 
person’s sexual project. It 
relates back to the “Sex-
ual Citizens” event that 
CAPE held in March, 
meant to open up the 
conversation about what 
sex is used for. 

“These activities are 
being held in the hopes 
that we can create a 
healthier and more pos-
itive attitude toward 
[those] topics,” CAPE 
Project Peer Educator 
and junior Noa Snyder 
said. 

During lunch hours 

and dinner hours, CAPE 
Project peer educators 
hosted a table with a va-
riety of  games, activities 
and giveaways for stu-
dents to learn about a 
range of  topics. Topics in-
cluded becoming a skilled 
sexual partner, seeking 
pleasure, connecting with 
another person emotion-
ally, defining oneself  and 
impressing others. 

For students who were 
unable to make it to the 
activities and giveaways, 
the opportunity to de-
scribe what sex is for will 
be sent out in a poll.

For students interested 
in continuing the open 
conversation about sex 
and consent, CAPE Proj-
ect will continue to host 
events throughout the last 
week of  April. 

The Slut Walk on 
April 27 showed support 
for sexual assault survi-
vors and broke down mis-
conceptions about sexual 
assault. 

April 28 will be Den-
im Day, where students 
can wear jeans to show 
support and break down 
misconceptions. That 

EMMA RYAN
Staff  Writer

StuCo alters Stop 
Day tradition

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Students participate in the canoe races for Student Appreciation Day that was held 
on April 26.

Students woke on the 
morning of  April 26 to 
Student Congress (Stu-
Co) members alerting 
them that it was Student 
Appreciation Day.

Due to the recent in-
crease in COVID-19 cas-
es on campus, the annual 
tradition of  Doane’s Stop 
Day looked a little differ-
ent this year. 

In an email sent out to 
all students by StuCo on 
April 23, the decision was 
made not to host Stop 
Day but instead host Stu-
dent Appreciation Day.

“This [still gave] stu-
dents an opportunity to 
have the day off  to relax, 
catch up on school work 
and safely socialize with 
friends,” the email read.

While many of  the 
events remained the same 
between Student Appre-
ciation Day and the tra-
ditional Stop Day, it was 
about more than just the 

name change, according 
to StuCo President and 
senior Haley Miller.

“Stop Day has histor-
ically been a day where 
students go off  campus 
and socialize as well as 
attending events, but in 
light of  COVID-19, we 
[wanted] to change that 
this year,” Miller said.

She said that it was 
about changing the repu-
tation to keep Doane stu-
dents safe. 

Although the decision 
was not made by StuCo, 
they brainstormed how 
to make Student Appre-
ciation Day an exciting 
event for students. 

“We totally under-
stand the stress and burn-
out students are feeling, 
which is why we fought 
for this event to be able to 
happen,” Miller said. 

Similar to Stop Day, 
Student Appreciation 
Day was announced the 
morning of. It involved 
Doane Idol, canoe races, 
sand volleyball, dodge-

evening at 7 p.m., there 
will be a screening of  the 
documentary “Roll Red 
Roll,’’ as well as a discus-
sion. 

The Tiger Wellness 
Day on April 29 will also 
host a Sex in the Dark 
event as well as a Pop 
Culture, Consent and 
Macho Nacho event. 
Interested students can 
check out the Wellness 
Day schedule for times 
and locations. 

It is important for 
students to attend and 
participate in the events 
during Sexual Assault 
Awareness month be-
cause it changes the norm 
to show that sexual as-
sault is not tolerated and 
will be called out, accord-
ing to Snyder.

 “It is beneficial for stu-
dents, no matter your life 
experience, to participate 
because you might learn 
something about sexual 
assault [or] consent [or] 
sex in general that you 
may have not known,” 
Snyder said. 

ball, arts and crafts, etc., 
according to the schedule 
sent out that morning. 
Students also had the 
opportunity to get free 
shirts, Chick-fil-a sand-
wiches and prizes. 

Students did not need 
to sign up to participate 
in any of  the events ex-
cept for Doane Idol.

Student Apprecia-
tion Day still, however, 
required masks and so-
cial distancing as well as 
sanitizing. The decisions 
made during that day 
have the ability to impact 
things such as finals and 
the graduation ceremony 
in terms of  safety.

Despite the change 
and precautions, Miller 
was optimistic about the 
event. 

“My hope for students 
is that they [enjoyed] 
a safe, fun day off  and 
[stayed] on campus. The 
events we planned [were] 
a blast,” Miller said. 

tioned during the brunch 
was bedsider.org. This 
site contains important 
information about differ-
ent methods of  birth con-
trol, costs and informa-
tion about effectiveness.  

At the end, SWAT 
did a raffle for several 
prizes including a pillow 
shaped like a uterus, won 
by Anabelle Daugherty, 
freshman, pictured below.                                   

For more informa-
tion or questions, please 
email tigerwellness@do-
ane.edu. Students who 
wish to talk to a planned 
parenthood advisor or 
set up an appointment 
can visit https://www.
plannedparenthood.org/
get-care/get-care-online. 

CAPE Project educates 

Photos by Emma Ryan| The Doane Owl
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Weekly 
Horoscopes

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):  This week 

brings much praise. Don’t be afraid to accept it, it’s 

okay to bask in the glory of  your accomplishments.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):    Uneasiness seems 

to be rife. What may go unnoticed though is your pre-

paredness for such uneasiness. 

Aries (March 21 - April 20):   Your end goal is in 

sight, Aries, though be sure to not let that cloud your 

judgments. There are still plenty of  obstacles.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21):    Although it seems 

like this week may turn out to be a challenge, don’t be 

afraid to seek out additional “tests.” You’d be surprised 

with how much you can handle and come out fine.

Gemini (May 22 - June 21):  Take this week to step 

back out of  the limelight. It seems as though you have 

been stuck in it for some time, so a break would be a 

benefit. 

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):    If  things aren’t going 

your way, there are plenty of  alternatives that you can 

consider. 

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  A certain negative expe-

rience from your past may be weighing you down this 

week, but it’s important to remember the positive in the 

here and now. The positives far outweigh the negatives.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):   The time to 

finally set your plan into action is finally upon you, 

put in the work with all the information you have and 

you’ll find success in almost all areas.

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  This is a risky 

week, Libra. Many people are there to support you 

through anything if  you allow it.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21):  Patterns seem 

to be on your mind a lot lately, someone may begin to 

take notice of  these familiar patterns as well. 

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  All the 

resources you need are at your disposal this week. Take 

advantage of  this great opportunity and get as much 

done as you can without adding any mental strain.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20):   Now may 

seem like with nothing to do while waiting for new op-

portunities. Don’t just sit around and wait for them, 

Capricorn, either prepare or seek out more your own.

Thoughtful Thurs. 
moves to Wed.

On April 28, the Student Well-
ness Action Team (SWAT) will be 
hosting a Thoughtful Thursday, 
now Wednesday, after partnering 
with the Campus Advocacy, Pre-
vention and Education (CAPE) 
Project. 

Renee Lukowicz, SWAT Peer 
Educator, said Thoughtful Thurs-
days “provide students with the 
opportunity to take a break and 
relieve stress through yoga.”

Thoughtful Thursdays provide 
more than yoga as well. As part 
of  Thoughtful Thursday, SWAT 
Peer Educators will offer students 
lessons on how to get better sleep, 
develop time management and 
learn to take more time for them-
selves. 

SWAT’s goal for Thoughtful 
Thursdays is to create a safe space 
for students to practice yoga and 
mental health. Each Thought-
ful Thursday has a different 
theme, and this week’s Thought-
ful Thursday is teaming up with 
CAPE for an intergroup event. 

Thoughtful Thursdays have 
been held all year long, and 
SWAT plans to hold the event 
outside in Cassel Outdoor Am-
phitheatre. 

Thoughtful Thursdays are a 
way for students to take a break 
from homework and relieve stress. 
It’s a way to get involved with 
an activity on campus; students 
can learn more about health and 
wellness and how to incorporate 
it into their lives, as well as being 

a way to meet new people and get 
better at yoga. 

Students also have the oppor-
tunity to win prizes by attending. 

With any questions or con-
cerns, students can send an email 
to tigerwellness@doane.edu.  

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

Last week, around 300 
Doane students came to 
the Alumni Office in the 
upper level of  Padour 
Walker to show their 
appreciation for Doane 
scholarship donors. Stu-
dents were asked to write 
thank-you notes or record 
a ThankView message 
to send to their specific 
scholarship donor. 

This activity was put 
in place of  the Scholar-
ship Endowment Din-
ner that is normally held 
every April. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
last two Scholarship En-
dowment Dinners have 
been cancelled. 

Michael Stehlik, Assis-
tant Director of  Alumni 
Engagement, said the 
Dinners are an invaluable 
experience for donors 
and students alike. 

“[The Scholarship En-
dowment Dinner] brings 
together donors who 
make gifts to scholarships 
with the students who re-
ceive those scholarships. 
Students and donors eat 
a fancy meal together 
while sharing their Do-
ane experiences with one 
another,” Stehlik said. 
“Special events like this 
allow donors to see that 
their philanthropy has 

made an impact while 
also helping students 
realize more fully the 
significance of  having a 
scholarship and giving 
back to good causes in 
the future.”

Donors that request-
ed to have a video rather 
than a thank-you note 
have already begun re-
ceiving their ThankView 
messages. The handwrit-
ten thank-you cards are 
going to be mailed within 
the next few weeks.  

Stehlik encouraged 
any student who would 
like to get more involved 
in alumni affairs to join 
the Student Philanthropy 
Committee. 

“Members of  the com-
mittee are given a crash 
course, so to speak, on all 
things advancement and 
alumni. We bring alumni 
in to speak with them; we 
host events such as “Tag 
Day,” Myth Buster Mon-
days and big celebrations 
during Doane’s annu-
al Giving Day,” Stehlik 
said. 

The Student Philan-
thropy Committee will be 
holding an informational 
meeting next Fall for any 
student who is interested. 

If  students have any 
questions about alumni 
affairs, they can visit the 
alumni offices or email 
alumni@doane.edu. 

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Students 
thank 
donors

Golden 
Ticket offers 
first pick of 
housing

JAMESON OFFICER-
THURSTON
Staff  Writer Thougthful

Thursday
SWAT and the CAPE

Project have partnered to
host a Thoughtful

Thursday on April 28.
Students will be able to

practice yoga and mental
health and will be

provided with lessons on
how to get better sleep,

develop time
management and learn to

take more time for
themselves.

Student awarded 
housing Golden Ticket

As the current spring 
semester is coming to 
a close, students are in 
the process of  planning 
for the upcoming fall 
semester by registering 
for classes, applying for 
on-campus jobs and ap-
plying for housing.

During the end of  
March and throughout 
April, Doane Residen-
tial Life and Education 

(ResLife) offered hous-
ing selection education 
sessions for all students 
to learn and become fa-
miliar with the housing 
selection process. 

Students who attend-
ed the virtual housing 
selection sessions were 
entered into a drawing 
for the Golden Ticket, a 
chance to choose hous-
ing first without regard to 
grade level.

On April 15, ResLife 
sent out an email an-
nouncing sophomore 
Anna Ganzel as the win-
ner of  this year’s Golden 
Ticket.

“It felt really nice to 
win the Golden Ticket. 
[My roommates and I] 
have a bigger roommate 
group, so [we are] able to 
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get the room we want ear-
ly and not have to stress 
and worry about not get-
ting the room,” Ganzel 
said.

She said that some of  
her roommates, as well 
as herself, joined the in-
formation sessions to in-
crease their chances of  
getting the Golden Tick-
et. 

Within the hour of  be-
ing informed that she had 
won, Ganzel was able 
to select her suite and 
receive a confirmation 
email.

“We are very excited 
for our suite next year,” 
Ganzel said.

Housing applications 
closed April 19. After that 
deadline, students were 
informed of  their housing 

selection dates and times 
which are selected based 
on grade level. 

Prior to one’s housing 
selection date, ResLife 
recommends that stu-
dents go onto the ResLife 
website and mark their 
desired room as a favor-
ite. This way, when the 
selection date arrives, 
students can select their 
preferred housing easier. 
ResLife recommends in 
their email sent out to all 
students that students are 
“mindful” of  their hous-
ing selection date and 
time so that they have 
the “best opportunity” 
to choose their preferred 
space. 

With any questions 
about housing, email do-
anehousing@doane.edu. 

Graphic  by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

Graphic  by Kendall Meyer| The Doane Owl
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ADVERTISE STATE-
WIDE for $225/25 word 
classified ad. Over 150 
newspapers with cir-
culation of  more than 
237,000. Contact your 
local newspaper or call 
1-800-369-2850.

GUN SHOW - April 
30-May 2, Westfair, 
Council Bluffs. Friday 
4pm-9pm, Saturday 
9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-
3pm. Large selection 
of  guns & ammunition. 
Info: 563-608-4401, 
www.marvkrauspromo-
tions.net

DENIED SOCIAL 
Security Disability? Ap-
peal! If  you’re 50+, filed 
SSD and denied, our at-
torneys can help! Win 
or Pay Nothing! Strong, 
recent work history 

needed. 877-247-9416 
[Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC, Principal Office: 
224 Adams Ave., Scran-
ton, PA 18503]

A F F O R D A B L E 
PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 
155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - Not 
just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get 
your Free Dental infor-
mation kit with all the 
details! 1-855-490-4149, 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s .
com/81 #6258.

H U G H E S N E T 
SATELLITE Inter-
net - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/month! Get 
More Data. Free Off-
Peak Data. Fast down-
load speeds. WiFi built 
in! Free Standard Instal-
lation for lease custom-

ers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

BATHROOM REN-
OVATIONS. Easy, One 
Day updates! We special-
ize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consulta-
tion: 844-596-6325.

DIRECTV - WATCH 
your favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels than 
Dish. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS, 1-855-977-
3794.

DISH NETWORK 
$64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast In-
ternet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch 
& Get a Free $100 Visa 
Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. 
Free Streaming on All 
Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.

HEARING AIDS!! 
Buy one/get one Free! 
Nearly invisible, fully re-
chargeable In-Ear Nano 
hearing aids priced thou-

For the 
week of 
April 28:

sands less than compet-
itors! 45-day trial! Call: 
1-833-994-2752.

PORTABLE OX-
YGEN Concentrator? 
May be covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of  
Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-385-
3580.

PUT ON your TV 
ears and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original were orig-
inally $129.95, now with 
this special offer are 
only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-855-404-
3553.

DOES YOUR base-
ment or crawl space need 
some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation 
Repair. A permanent 
solution for waterproof-
ing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and 
nasty crawl spaces. Free 
Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. Call 1-844-
958-3431.

ELIMINATE GUT-
TER cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a Free LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-671-
2859.

WESLEY FINAN-
CIAL Group, LLC, 
Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts. Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and 
learn how to get rid of  
your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 
855-899-7756.

BECOME A pub-
lished author! Publi-
cations sold at all ma-
jor secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. 
Call Christian Faith 
Publishing for your Free 
author submission kit. 
1-866-558-6428.

BECOME A Pub-
lished Author. We want 

to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing - trust-
ed by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for your free Author’s 
Guide, 1-877-858-2822 
or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska.

DONATE YOUR car 
or truck to Heritage for 
the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing. All paper-
work taken care of. Call 
1-877-730-8167.

DONATE YOUR car, 
truck or van. Help vet-
erans find jobs or start 
a business. Call Patriot-
ic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, Free pick up. Max 
tax-deduction. Opera-
tors are standing by! Call 
1-877-312-2360.
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The Doane Owl strives 
to inform, enlighten and 

entertain students, staff and 
faculty while maintaining 

high journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly under the authority of  

the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. It is 

available every Tuesday of  the 
academic year on www.doane-
line.com or by requesting an 
attachment to an email from 

owl@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Abrianna 
Miller, Joey Winton, Kylie 
Hughes, Jose Villalpando, 
Kendall Meyer and Cassie 

Kessler.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.

Flag photo by Emma Ryan
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Need for accountability increases

Pro career gone too soon

Another unarmed black 
person was shot and killed 
by police this weekend. We 
at the Doane Owl want to 
express that black lives do in-
deed matter.

Regardless of  the circum-
stances, a police officer should 
only reach for their gun if  it is 
absolutely the last option.

The officer who killed 
Daunte Wright claimed she 
confused her tazer with her 
gun which is an extremely 
poor excuse and highlights 
the fundamental issues with 
the way our police force is 

currently run.
Regardless of  if  she actual-

ly did think she was reaching 
for her tazer, the fact that a 
police officer who had been 
in the force for over ten years 
confused her gun with her 
tazer is extremely troubling.

If  members of  law enforce-
ment are unable to distinguish 
a weapon that will kill some-
one versus one that will not in 
the heat of  the moment, they 
have no right to wear a badge.

This killing happening in 
the same city that George 
Floyd was murdered in by po-

lice and on the same day that 
his killer was charged with 
murder is nothing short of  
parody.

The police claim they serve 
and protect, but when there 
are cases upon cases of  mi-
nority discrimination, it be-
comes hard to trust that mot-
to.

Last week, a police officer 
was responsible for the killing 
of  an unarmed 13-year-old 
boy who had his hands up 
which is disgusting and goes 
beyond justification. 

No middle-schooler should 

have to worry about being 
shot by police because of  the 
color of  their skin.

The only way we can re-
duce these killings is by in-
creasing accountability for 
officers.

Body cameras, proper 
de- escalation training and 
reducing the budget of  the 
police are just a few options 
out there, and it is high time 
we, as a society, hold those in 
power accountable for their 
actions.

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

tive song is in Holst’s “The 
Planets” suite (which if  you 
haven’t listened to, I cannot 
recommend enough). This is 
the least important trait out 
of  the three simply because 
having an Earthling write 
a song for any planet other 
than Earth does that planet a 
disservice.

S Tier - These planets are 
the shining stars (not liter-
ally) that light up our solar 
system and add so much fla-
vor to our little corner of  the 
universe. They are visually 
interesting, are super unique 

This week’s Hot Takes is 
going to be OUT OF THIS 
WORLD! We’re ranking the 
eight (no, Pluto is not a plan-
et, I’m sorry) planets in our 
solar system.

Each planet is graded 
based on a set of  qualities 
that I deem important to 
determining the objective 
placement of  each one on a 
tier list.

These qualities are ap-
pearance, what special traits 
they have and their song in 
Gustav Holst’s “The Plan-
ets” suite.

Appearance is the most 
important by a significant 
margin, as being recogniz-
able to as many people as 
possible is critical to being a 
good anything. If  the plan-
et has a cool color, rings, a 
sweet exterior, etc., it will 
rank higher than a planet 
that is just a floating rock.

Special traits are defined 
by what makes the planet 
unique. Earth, for instance, 
is the only planet in our 
system that holds habitable 
conditions for carbon-based 
life forms. This is not nearly 
as important as appearance, 
but it still holds some merit 
as individuality is critical in 
expressing one’s quality.

The final quality is how 
good the planet’s respec-

A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton

Hot takes; floating rocks

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

and have banger songs in the 
suite.

A Tier - Overall lesser in 
quality than the ones above, 
these ones are still plenty 
great, and nobody will fault 
you for choosing one of  the 
planets in this tier.

B Tier - These planets are 
perfectly average, nothing 
great, nothing awful, just 
plain.

C Tier - The planets in this 
tier are here because their bad 
qualities outweigh their good 
qualities but not so much so 
that they are beyond redemp-

I don’t know what hap-
pens to me around this time 
every year, but I swear I’m 
cursed with an annual knee 
injury. 

Last year, my right knee 
had major problems, and 
surprise, surprise, I have the 
same exact injury right now. 
There is a key difference this 
year, though. Both of  my 
knees are injured. 

Super great, I know. 
I never know what to do 

with myself  when I’m in-
jured because I hate depend-
ing on other people. 

Circumstances have 
forced me to rely on the help 
of  other people, but this time 

around, I’m a lot more com-
fortable. 

Asking for help hasn’t 
been so hard. When I can’t 
handle something, the first 
person I ask for help is very 
nice. That seems obvious 
enough, but I’ve never been 
able to shake the feeling that 
I am a major bother to liter-
ally anyone and everyone. 

To be fair, I’m sure there 
are people that genuinely do 
not want to deal with me, but 

that’s to be expected. 
I do feel sorry for the 

people that have carried me 
up and down stairs, around 
campus or through build-
ings. But they offered, and I 
wasn’t about to say no. I re-
ally am grateful for everyone 
that has been understanding 
and supportive because, let’s 
be honest, I get very cranky 
when I’m hurt or sick. 

I’m hoping this will be the 
last time that my knees affect 

Cartoon by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

my day-to-day life. I can’t 
go every single year with a 
chronic injury and not get it 
fixed. Luckily, my doctor is 
taking it seriously which is 
more than encouraging. 

All I’m getting at is that 
once I got over my pride 
and realized that not every-
one wants the worst for me, 
my life has been much bet-
ter. It sucks being hurt, but 
it is what it is. 

Cartoon by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

Diagnosis: 

Yo leg 
broke as hell 

tion.
F Tier - If  there was a way 

to send ICBMs to space, I 
would target the planets that 
occupy this tier and fire with-
out having a second thought.

*Note: All rankings are fi-
nal and no amount of  hate/
convincing will change my 
mind

S Tier: (The best)- Saturn, 
Jupiter

A Tier: (Second Best)- 
Uranus, Mars

B Tier: (Average)- Venus, 
Neptune

C Tier: (Below Average)- 
Earth

F Tier: (Garbage)- Mercu-
ry

Again, let me say: no 
amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind so 
please save yourself  the time 
and energy, you have better 
things to do than argue with 
a college kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic you 
want me to make a ranking 
of ? Email me at joey.win-
ton@doane.edu with the 
subject line Hot Takes and I 
might write about it!
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Tuna
Salad

Wario

Pluto

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Caramel

Willy 
Wonka

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

As the semester is 
coming to an end, my 
classes have steadily 
increased the demand 
for my time. Yet, I have 
found myself  spending 
more and more time on 
TikTok or Instagram. 

I swear that some of  
these social media plat-
forms are traps. One min-
ute the clock reads 9:30 
p.m., and I decide to take 
a little TikTok break. I 
blink, and the clock tells 
me that it is now 2 a.m. 
Wait, what? How? 

In efforts to combat 
the social media black 
hole, I set time limits for 
certain apps on my iP-
hone. 

All I did was go to my 
settings, click a few but-
tons, and POOF, my urge 
to scroll TikTok should 
be gone, right? Wrong. 
As the time limit came 
to fruition, a little screen 
would pop up. It read, 
“Time limit has been 
reached.” Instead of  fol-
lowing the limitations 
that I set for myself, I hit 
the “Ignore for today” 
button and continue 
scrolling. Wow, good job 
Sarah. 

I needed to ramp up 
my efforts to fight screen 
time because finals are 
approaching, so I began 
to Google some strate-
gies. 

After doing some re-
search, probably too 
much, I went to my app 
store to find an app to 
help me focus. I found 
the perfect app to help 

Motivation to study within an app

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor Courtesy photo | Flickr.com

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

Courtesy photo | Apple App Store

me stay focused called 
“Flora.” 

“Flora” is an app that 
helps people spend less 
time on their phones. 

I would totally recom-
mend this app to any stu-
dent that struggles with 
staying off  their phones 
during a busy time. 

“Flora” has users start 
with an animated seed. 
You then set a timer for 
how long you will be off  
your device. The longer 
you go without touching 
your phone, the bigger 
the tree grows. At the bot-
tom of  your screen, the 
app tells you, “If  you use 
your phone during your 
study time, your tree will 
die.” I don’t know about 
you, but that guilted me 
into staying off  my phone 
real quick.

I encourage students 
to get this app that has 
helped me stay off  my 
phone during the busi-
est part of  the semester. 
Grow trees while work-
ing towards your degree. 

As someone who rare-
ly watches any sports that 
take place in the U.S., I 
have become more and 
more annoyed with the 
lack of  fans that I see 
when watching Europe-
an soccer.

Some of  the biggest 
competitions are current-
ly going on right now, 
with the biggest clubs 

in the world playing, yet 
they still play in empty 
stadiums.

This is in stark contrast 
to many MLB games 
I’ve seen highlights of  
recently, and even some 
NBA games. It makes me 
wonder why the U.S. is 
so quick to be willing to 
stick fans back in the sta-
diums when some of  the 
biggest organizations in 
the world still won’t.

For people who don’t 
understand how big soc-
cer is, take the UEFA 
Champions League Final 
into account. Last year’s 
final had 380 million 
people around the world 
watching the game. To 
put that into perspective, 
the Super Bowl mustered 
about 114 million.

The biggest sports 
teams in the world are 
still yet to allow fans 
into their stadiums, even 
though they have a much 
better control over the 
pandemic than we do. 

Fan attendence 
is not consistent

Yet, the story seems up-
side down, with the coun-
try with less control on 
the virus allowing fans to 
pack their stadiums full.

I miss hearing the 
roar of  the crowd and 
the chants throughout a 
game of  soccer, but see-
ing thousands of  empty 
seats makes me question 
why they are still unfilled. 
Is there something that 
countries like Spain and 
England know that we 
don’t? 

On top of  that, it seems 
like some teams have 
skipped the whole “eas-
ing into fans” idea, most 
notably the Texas Rang-
ers, who allowed full ca-
pacity for their opening 
day game. 

I hope to see stadiums 
packed again, but I be-
lieve that almost every-
one would also like to do 
so without having to wear 
a mask.

Show stands out from competition

Marvel released an-
other short television se-
ries, “The Falcon and the 
Winter Soldier,” which 
is centered around Sam 
Wilson (played by An-
othony Mackie) and 
Bucky Barnes (played by 
Sebastian Stan) trying to 
navigate a world rocked 
by political and social 
unrest.

This show, like “Wan-
daVision,” is an absolute 
treat, and I am really 
glad Mackie and Stan are 
given the opportunity to 
flex their acting muscles 
because they are both 
extremely captivating to 
watch and have excellent 
chemistry together.

Unlike “WandaVi-
sion,” this show is much 
more grounded and has 
the same energy as a spe-
cial forces commando 
movie.

It centers on Sam Wil-
son trying to figure out 
how to live up to the leg-
acy of  Captain America 
(Steve Rogers) while be-
ing a black man in Amer-
ica, and Bucky Barnes 
trying to make peace with 
his demons when he was 
the USSR’s personal hit-
man, the Winter Soldier.

One of  the best ele-
ments of  this show is how 
it deals with the racial 
tensions in America, and, 
at least as a white man, I 

felt they took a very nu-
anced approach to the ra-
cial elements of  the show.

Each of  the six epi-
sodes is roughly an hour 
long, and every one of  
them has a stand-out mo-
ment that encapsulates 
why the Marvel television 
shows are the best thing 
coming out of  Disney at 
the moment.

From great action, to 
impeccable performanc-

es, to Daneil Bruhl, this 
show has it all. The way it 
develops Sam and Bucky, 
both as individuals and 
as partners, feels natural 
and rewarding.

Special shout-out to 
Wyatt Russell who plays 
John Walker (the new 
government appointed 
Captain America) for 
giving the performance 
of  his life and really mak-
ing Walker a complicated 

character who I love to 
hate. That being said, the 
fact that Russell received 
death threats from peo-
ple for his performance 
as Walker is absurd and 
obscene. The man is just 
doing his job (and doing 
great), and he is playing a 
FICTIONAL CHARAC-
TER IN A FICTIONAL 
UNIVERSE, so there is 
no reason for anyone to 
send him threats of  any 

kind.
My favorite part of  the 

whole show was seeing 
Sam finally get his com-
ic-book-accurate suit and 
take up the mantle of  
Captain America. I am 
so excited to see where 
his character goes in the 
future.

I don’t really have any 
complaints about the 
show at all. For what it 
is, I think it’s the best pos-
sible version, and I high-
ly recommend it to any 
Marvel fan or to someone 
who has a few hours to 
kill.

“The Falcon and the 
Winter Soldier” is avail-
able for streaming on Dis-
ney+.
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Tennis teams finish regular season
CASSIE KESSLER

Sports Editor

On April 27, both the 
Men’s and Women’s Ten-
nis teams played in Crete 
against Mount Marty 
University in their final 
match before the confer-
ence tournament.

As of  now, the 
Women’s team is the 
front-runner for the con-
ference after they defeat-
ed Concordia 6-1. Being 
first in the conference 
has felt surreal for senior 
Makayla Rice, and she 
said she knows her team-
mates will put up a fair 
fight at conference.

“I know this team has 
the ability to win the 
GPAC; it’s all a mental 
game from here,” Rice 
said. “We’ve already 
proven ourselves, but 
that doesn’t mean we can 
skate through GPAC. 
We have to give every 
match and every point 
our all.”

The Men’s team had 
three matches before 
heading to the confer-
ence tournament. Fresh-
man Federico Infante 
said he believes that 
while having that many 
matches can take a phys-
ical toll, the team is well 
prepared to keep their 
stamina up.

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

“It is a physical and 
mental burden that will 
follow you to the cham-
pionship, but the team 
has worked hard to have 
good results and be able 
to handle situations like 
this,” Infante said.

Because of  matches 

Junior Aaron Forrest pitches the ball to his opponent.

Junior Jorge Chevez serves the ball at the start of the 
match.

Junior Jorge Chevez returns the ball served to him by 
his opponent.

“We’ve got lots 
of talent on 
our roster this 
year, and the 
guys have put 
in the work this 
off  season, and 
seeing that hard 
work pay off 
and seeing guys 
have success 
and get recog-
nized for that is 
really cool.”

Joe Osborn
Freshman
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Baseball plays final home games
The Baseball team 

played four games 
against Briar Cliff  Uni-
versity on April 24 and 
25, winning one out of  
the four. They have four 
more games before head-
ing into their conference 
championship and have 
been making great prog-
ress to put themselves in 
a good position.

One major achieve-
ment the team recently 
experienced was having 
their teammate, senior 
Tucker Catlett, named 
the Great Plains Athletic 
Conference’s (GPAC’s) 
player of  the week. 
Freshman Joe Osborn, 
along with the rest of  the 
team, was very excited to 
see this happen for him.

“It’s awesome see-
ing another one of  our 
guys named player of  
the week,” Osborn said. 
“We’ve got lots of  talent 
on our roster this year, 
and the guys have put 
in the work this off  sea-
son, and seeing that hard 
work pay off  and seeing 
guys have success and 
get recognized for that is 
really cool.”

Track has final meet before conference

Doane Track and 
Field competed again 
this past weekend at the 
Drake Relays, held in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

The entire team was 
not competing, only a 
number of  contingent 
athletes made the trip to 
compete.

Of  those athletes who 
went, six of  them met 
the NAIA qualifying 
standard in their events. 
Additionally, two Doane 
athletes won their respec-
tive events.

Fifth-year Courtney 
Schindler won her event 
on Friday, posting a 
3.70m clearance in the 
women’s pole vault. 

Fifth-year Henry Ar-
nold was the only other 
Doane athlete to win 
an event, as he brought 
home first place in the 
triple jump. His 14.40m 
mark was good enough 
to also clear the NAIA 
provisional standard. 

Four other Doane 
athletes also met NAIA 
marks in their events, 
with freshman Connor 
Floyd doing so in the 
pole vault. His 4.85m 
clearance earned him 

second place at the event 
and an NAIA automat-
ic mark. His season-best 
mark also placed him 
sixth in the nation.

Fifth-year Levi Sud-
beck hit the provisional 
standard in pole vault 
with his mark of  4.70m.

Freshman Madison 
Sutton threw a sea-
son-best in the discus 
with her mark of  45.92m. 
The throw earned her 
third at the meet and put 
her in fourth place in the 
NAIA standings.

Senior Richard Dover 
was the last athlete to hit 
a standard for Doane, 
earning a provisional in 

the discus with his throw 
of  48.69m. Dover would 
finish seventh in the dis-
cus with his throw.

The next meet for 
Track and Field will be 
the GPAC Champion-
ships, held over April 30 
and May 1 in Seward, 
Nebraska. The athletes 
competing for Doane 
will be decided by a num-
ber of  factors, including 
their standing in the con-
ference and the number 
of  athletes allowed per 
event.

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia
Coordinator

being postponed or can-
celed, the Men’s team 
had almost a month 
between their matches, 
which was a setback the 
team had to overcome.

“The most difficult 
thing is to reestablish the 
physical condition since 

being inactive for all that 
time definitely affects the 
mobility and breathing 
capacity,” Infante said. 
“Slowly, the team has 
been recovering from 
the loss of  time due to 
quarantine that we had 
during the season, and I 
think we will be in good 
condition to fight in the 
championship.”

Both teams are sitting 
in a good position head-
ing into their conference 
tournament, with the 
Women’s team becom-
ing Doane’s first GPAC 
champions. The Women 
will be the number one 
seed in the tournament. 
The Women’s team has 
the opportunity to make 
history and is ready to 
fight for the title. 

“Of  course I hope to 
win, but most of  all, I just 
want our team to give it 
everything we have,” 
Rice said. “It’s crazy to 
me that we’re number 
one in the GPAC; this 
has never happened for 
the women’s team at Do-
ane, so we’re ready to 
make history.”

As the season is close 
to being over for both 
teams, many of  the se-
niors are looking forward 
to one last opportunity 
to secure a conference 
tournament, but, more 

importantly, they are ex-
tremely proud of  the suc-
cess their teams have had 
this season.

“I’ve never felt so 
blessed to be a part of  
something before,” Rice 
said. “No matter the out-
come, this has been the 

best experience of  my 
college career.”

The conference cham-
pionship will start on 
April 30 in Fremont, Ne-
braska. Both teams will 
be receiving byes for the 
first round of  play.

Senior Talon Little swings at the oncoming pitch.
Photo by Emma Ryan| The Doane Owl 

Another achievement 
recently seen was having 
senior Talon Little tie the 
single-season record at 
Doane of  home run hits. 
Little hit his fourteenth 
home run of  the season, 
matching the record pre-
viously set in 1993 by 
Bill DePolo.

“Seeing Talon [Lit-
tle] tie the single-season 
home run record this year 
has been fun to watch,” 
Osborn said. “He’s been 
a big role model for me 
since I’ve been here, and 
he deserves it.”

Along with home run 
records, the team was 
able to set a new record 
for total home runs hit 
in a single game. The 
team was very excited to 
achieve this accomplish-
ment since records such 
as that one are not easily 
broken.

“Setting a new re-
cord this year for home 
runs in a single game as 
a team at Mount Marty 
has probably been my fa-
vorite memory this year,” 
Osborn said. “Those 
aren’t records that get 
broken very often and to 
be a part of  that in my 
first season is special for 
sure. I also think it says 

a lot about this group of  
guys.”

Doane is current-
ly sitting second in the 
GPAC conference, trail-
ing behind Concordia, 
before heading into this 
final weekend of  games. 
Freshman Kyler Beek-
man said he believes the 
team has the ability to 
be at the top and said he 
knows they will continue 
pushing to be there.

“We know how good 

we are, so we keep push-
ing to be at the top,” 
Beekman said. “We have 
a really good team all 
around, we know our po-
tential, and our goals are 
high. I think that pushes 
us a lot.”

As the team faces the 
final stretch of  their sea-
son, they are looking 
forward to the opportu-
nity to win a conference 
championship for them-
selves and the school. 
Staying focused on the 
game and continuing to 
perform at their highest 
level is all they are work-
ing on now.

“We are really tough 
to beat when we put to-
gether competitive at-
bats and throw strikes,” 
Beekman said. “We love 
playing together, and we 
want to reach our goals. 
It’s always one pitch at a 
time.”

The Baseball team will 
play four games against 
the University of  James-
town on May 1 and 2 in 
Jamestown, North Da-
kota.

Athlete of the Week
Doane Women’s

Tennis Team
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