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StuCo welcomes new members

Honors on the chopping block 
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With final decisions 
regarding the prioritiza-
tion process looming in 
the distance, sophomore 
Nicole Carraher decided 
to research the benefits of  
a university offering an 
honor’s program. 

Carraher is a member 
of  the Honors Program at 

Last week the elections 
for the executive roles of  
Student Congress took 
place to determine the 
new President and Vice 

Doane, and she said she 
was devastated to hear 
that it was on the slate for 
elimination. She decided 
to research the benefits of  
such a program for a class 
final, but she soon found 
herself  becoming more 
personally involved in the 
material. 

“As I was doing a 
lot of  that research and 
conducting all of  these 
interviews, it made me 
real sad because I came 
across that probably 80 to 
90 percent of  my research 
was about ‘here’s why it’s 
great to have an honors 
program in colleges,’” 
Carraher said. 

Coupled with inter-
views with Doane stu-
dents and academic re-
search, Carraher said that 
all of  the information she 
came across supported 

President. 
These executive elec-

tions resulted in junior 
Haley Miller being elect-
ed for President and 
sophomore Avery Mun-
son being elected for Vice 
President. 

Miller was re-elected 
as President, and Mun-
son was newly elected 

the additional or continu-
ation of  honors programs 
in universities. After her 
final presentation, she 
decided that she wanted 
to share her findings with 
the greater Doane com-
munity. 

“There’s a lot of  re-
search here that really, 
really shows that it would 
be damaging to both the 
university and the stu-
dents to cut the Honors 
Program,” Carraher said. 
“There’s a reason that a 
lot of  these articles talk 
about why colleges are 
adding honors programs 
and not taking them 
away.”

Carraher found that an 
honors program makes a 
university more appealing 
to prospective students, 
including high-achieving 
students.

as Vice President, taking 
over the role for the up-
coming year after senior 
Quinn Martin. 

There are still elections 
that are taking place, 
however. The acceptance 
of  names for Student 
Congress Senators was 
extended until May 2 
due to not enough names 

Student 

researches 

benefits of 

honors

Nebraska is now sev-
eral weeks into Phase 2B 
of  its COVID-19 vacci-
nation distribution plan 
meaning anyone between 
the ages of  16 and 49 are 
eligible to receive a vac-
cine. 

The beginning of  April 
saw eligibility for this age 
group first open up, and 
33.5 percent of  Nebras-
ka’s population is cur-
rently fully vaccinated.

Around 1.44 million 
doses have been giv-
en to Nebraskans, and 
surrounding states are 
roughly in the same per-
cent statistic as Nebraska.

As of  May 1, 246 mil-
lion doses of  COVID-19 
vaccines had been given, 
and there were 105 mil-
lion people who were 
fully vaccinated, bringing 
the total up to 31.9 per-
cent of  the U.S. popula-
tion being fully vaccinat-
ed.

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor Phase Population Group January February March April May June - Dec

1A Healthcare and long term 
care facility residents

1B Persons aged 65 and older

1B
First responders, utilities, 
homeless shelter staff, 
corrections staff, educators

1B Funeral homes, grocery, 
food processing

1B Transportation, US postal 
service, public transit

1C
Congregate living (residential 
treatments, corrections, 
homeless shelters)

2A Persons aged 50-64

2B Persons aged 16-49

DHHS-OTH-16  Rev. 3/2021

Vaccination Timeline

“Not only do you at-
tract high-achieving stu-
dents, you attract presti-
gious faculty, you bolster 
your institution’s repu-
tation because you are 
bringing in these people 
that are academically in-
clined,” Carraher said. 

She also said student 
retention rates have been 
found to be high when a 
university has an honors 
program. This means that 
a university gets more stu-
dents enrolled and keeps 
them enrolled throughout 
an entire program. 

Carraher said there is a 
social element involved in 
the benefits of  an honors 
program. 

“So, you still have gift-
ed students, but there’s 
significant research that 
shows that it’s the envi-
ronment of  an honors 

being entered in the run-
ning. 

The elections for sen-
ators will be taking place 
this week from May 3 to 
May 5. The requirements 
to be an eligible senator 
candidate consist of  be-
ing a full-time student, as 
well as having undergrad-
uate status. 

program that is the thing 
that pushes these students 
to persist through their 
academic career,” Carra-
her said. 

With her own experi-
ence and that of  the stu-
dents she interviewed, 
Carraher felt comfortable 
attesting to the effect of  
an honors program’s en-
vironment. 

Carraher mentioned 
how honors students’ at-
titudes are maintained 
throughout all classes, 
and that attitude frequent-
ly gets shared among stu-
dents, even those not in 
the honors program. 

“If  you’re looking at 
whole-campus impact, 
it even has that sort of  
impact with just see-
ing this ambitious peer 
group, this group of  stu-
dents that genuinely cares 

about learning [...] you’re 
going to have that impact 
still shown in those class-
es when they go and en-
gage with these different 
students,” Carraher said. 

Carraher maintains 
that it would be “a 
shame” if  Doane cuts 
the Honors Program be-
cause of  its impact on all 
aspects of  the university. 
The program promotes 
student enrollment, stu-
dent retention and dedi-
cation to one’s university. 

She said that she hopes 
the Board of  Trustees 
will look at the research 
she has conducted and 
examine it closely before 
deciding the fate of  the 
Honors Program. 

This means that many 
of  Doane’s students are 
eligible to run for Student 
Congress. 

“[The mission of  Stu-
dent Congress] is to es-
sentially represent the 
student body and be their 
voice to the administra-
tion while ensuring the 
student experience is the 

best it can possibly be,” 
Miller said. 

Students can vote for 
a Student Congress Sen-
ator online through the 
email they receive from 
Student Congress.

JAMESON OFFICER-
THURSTON 
Staff  Writer
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Armenian 

Genocide 

labeled by 

Biden

Omaha host 

fired after 

offensive 

tweet

Biden alters immigration

U.S. recognizes genocide

Radio host faces backlash
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This Week’s 
Weather 
Forecast

Thursday
5/6

High: 64
Low: 44

High: 72
Low: 53

High: 59
Low: 46

High: 63
Low: 46

Friday
5/7

Sunday
5/9

High: 67
Low: 49

Wednesday
5/5

High: 64
Low: 44

Saturday
5/8

High: 73
Low: 48

Monday
5/10

Tuesday
5/11

With President Joe 
Biden taking office, one 
of  the issues he has fo-
cused on has been immi-
gration reform. He has 
already rescinded travel 
bans and halted construc-
tion on former President 
Donald Trump’s border 
wall.

Biden has rescinded 
Travel Bans 4.0 and 3.0 
which have been argued 
to be discriminatory to-
wards people from Africa 
and Muslim countries. 
He has also added mea-
sures to existing legisla-
tion concerning traveling 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, maintaining 
mask mandates and a 14-
day entry restriction on 
individuals from select 
countries. 

Many other pieces 
of  legislation have been 
adjusted by the Biden 
administration to en-
sure that all immigration 
agencies are under close 
surveillance, including 
Federal Register docu-
ments 86 FR 7049 and 86 
FR 7223.

In the document en-
titled 86 FR 7053, the 

On April 24, President 
Joe Biden declared “the 
systematic killing and de-
portation of  more than a 
million Armenians by Ot-
toman Empire forces in 

Omaha radio host 
Chris Baker is facing crit-
icism following a social 
media post related to the 
conviction of  the Minne-
apolis police officer who 
killed George Floyd last 
year.

The post in question 
was a tweet featuring a 
GIF of  what appeared to 
be four older Black men 
in body paint and loin-
cloths dancing around 
a pole with the caption 
“Guilty!”

The tweet came less 
than an hour after the 
Minneapolis jury convict-
ed former officer Derek 
Chauvin and was later 
deleted, but Baker was 
fired from his position.

KFAB area president 
for iHeartRadio in Ne-

Biden administration de-
tails a plan to revive and 
amend Deferred Action 
for Children Arrivals 
(DACA). This plan di-
rects the Attorney Gen-
eral and Secretary of  
Homeland Security to do 
everything within legal 
parameters to preserve 
DACA.

Executive Orders 
14010, 14011 and 14012 
are aimed at restoring the 
immigration process in 
the United States by re-
defining the immigration 
processes, goals and oper-
ations. 

Other pieces of  legisla-
tion introduced by Biden 
are based on reforming 
the immigration system, 
protecting Americans 
and immigrants, protect-
ing immigration work-
ers’ rights and ensuring 
the safety of  individuals 
traveling in or out of  the 
United States. 

Additional informa-
tion regarding the afore-
mentioned legislation, 
as well as various other 
pieces are available on 
the United States’ Feder-
al Register website at fed-
eralregister.gov. 

the early 20th century” as 
a “genocide,” AP News 
reported.

This comes one year 
after Biden announced a 
campaign promise to rec-
ognize the event that be-
gan in 1915 as a deliber-
ate effort to wipe out the 
Armenian people.

Biden campaigned 
promises to make human 
rights a central focus in 
American foreign policy; 
however, this proclama-
tion comes after multiple 
presidencies have passed 
without using the term 
“genocide” in regard to 
the injustices against the 
Armenian people.

“The American people 

braska Taylor Walet III 
said Baker’s tweet was 
“completely inappropri-
ate and unacceptable” 
and that Baker was fired 
shortly after news of  his 
post began circulating.

In a phone interview 
with The North Platte 
Telegraph, Baker cited 
his tweet as a “boomer 
Twitter moment.”

Baker stated he acci-
dentally chose the wrong 
image while performing 
multiple tasks at once, 
hosting his show, lining 

honor all those Arme-
nians who perished in the 
genocide that began 106 
years ago [on April 24]. 
We affirm the history. We 
do this not to cast blame 
but to ensure that what 
happened is never repeat-
ed,” Biden said.

Turkish officials were 
taken aback and retaliat-
ed immediately as a result 
of  Biden’s proclamation.

“We reject and de-
nounce in the strongest 
terms the statement of  
the President of  the U.S. 
regarding the events of  
1915 made under the 
pressure of  radical Arme-
nian circles and anti-Tur-
key groups,” the Turkish 

up guests and monitoring 
the news after the verdict. 
He also stated he tried to 
get the tweet taken down 
immediately but strug-
gled to do so.

“There’s a difference 
between being intentional 
and being a fat-fingered 
boomer on Twitter. I 
don’t look at Black people 
that way,” Baker said.

Republican Nebraska 
Senator John McCol-
lister, who is known for 
being critical of  mem-
bers of  his own party 

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

MATH 101

W I N S L O W  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L

IMMIGRATION REFORM

Ensuring that all immigration
agencies are under close surveillance.

Reviving and amending Deferred
Action for Children Arrivals.
Redefining the immigration

processes, goals and operations.
Protecting immigration workers'
rights and ensuring the safety of

individuals traveling in or out of the
United States.

President Joe Biden is focusing on
immigration reform by 

Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement.

On April 24, the peo-
ple of  Armenia streamed 
to the hilltop complex in 
Yerevan, the capital of  
Armenia, that memorial-
izes the victims in order 
to lay flowers around the 
eternal flame. A “wall of  
blooms two meters high” 
was created out of  the 
flowers offered.

The Armenian Depu-
ty Foreign Minister Avet 
Adonts also spoke at the 
memorial before Biden 
issued his statement.

“[A U.S. president us-
ing the term ‘genocide’ 
will] serve as an example 
for the rest of  the civilized 

world,” Adonts said.
Both lawmakers and 

Armenian-American ac-
tivists alike lobbied Biden 
so that he would make 
the genocide announce-
ment either before or on 
the day of  remembrance.

House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi also had words 
about the decision.

“The truth of  these 
heinous crimes has too 
often been denied, its 
monstrosity minimized,” 
Pelosi said. “History 
teaches us that if  we ig-
nore its darkest chapters, 
we are destined to witness 
the horrors of  the past be 
repeated.”

Learn more at 
DoRightRightNow.org

Health and safety is a community 
effort. Join the team by getting your 
COVID vaccine now. The virus can’t 

fight when we all do what’s right. 

the good lIfe 
Is In sIght

including former 
President Donald 
Trump, shared a 
screenshot of  the 
tweet and wrote 
a caption 
c o n d e m n -
ing Baker.

“Racism 
like this is a 
FEATURE 
of  conser-
vative talk 
radio, but 
they usually 
mask it with 
dog whis-
tles. But not 
this time,” 
McCollister 
wrote.

W h i l e 
Baker did 
say his 
tweet was 

inappropriate, he 
said his termination 
was a harsh punish-
ment.

Citing a recent 
tweet from LeBron 
James regarding 
the officer who shot 
16-year-old Ma’Kh-
ia Bryant in Colum-
bus, Ohio, Baker 
said James faced 
no repercussions 
for his tweet despite 
his tweet being up 
for far longer.

“What I did was hor-
rible. I feel horrible about 
it, and I paid the price” 
Baker said.
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Jenner to run for California governor

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor in Chief

Students 

enjoy last 

Tiger Wellness 

Day
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On April 23, former 
Olympic athlete and real-
ity TV star Caitlyn Jenner 
announced that she will 
be running for governor 
of  California under the 
Republican party. 

Jenner’s announce-
ment came shortly after 

a recall petition was in-
troduced against current 
Democratic governor 
Gavin Newsom due to 
his management of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
among other issues. If  the 
petition retains the prop-
er amount of  signatures 
through June 8, the recall 
process will proceed. Jen-
ner’s announcement, in 
this case, is a premature 
call to be considered as a 
replacement candidate.

Criticism has come 
down on Jenner, as she 
previously expressed sup-
port for former President 
Donald Trump, an indi-

vidual whom many Cal-
ifornians did not support. 

Citizens of  the Golden 
State have expressed dis-
content with Jenner’s bid 
for election, but reports 
of  discontent with New-
som are also prevalent. 

If  Newsom is recalled 
from his position, the 
position of  governor of  
California will be up for 
grabs. It is impossible to 
tell if  Jenner is a legiti-
mate candidate in this 
race, but first, the recall 
must pass.

There are no addition-
al updates as of  this pub-
lication.

“I think it was 
a very nice 
day to go out 
and take part 
in some activ-
ities. I think a 
lot of students 
really enjoyed 
the casino 
night. The set-
up was very 
cool.”

Victoria Foster
Sophomore

Doane Crime Log

• 04/23 Vawa Crimes: Dating Violence - Parking 

Lot A

Courtesy photo| Flickr.com

Courtesy Photo | Doane SPB instagram

Jenner 

runs as 

Republican

Doane Safety Office reported incidents in their public 
crime log. Incidients reported between April 23 through 
May 3 include:

April 29 was the last 
Wellness Day on Do-
ane’s campus. There 
were activities all day 
starting at 11 a.m. for 
students to participate 
in. Students had options 
of  educational activities, 
volunteer opportunities, 
prize-winning games and 
free giveaways. 

For the Wellness Day 
passports, the activities 
held covered the finan-
cial, emotional, cultural, 
social and environmen-
tal sections. Students 
could earn stickers after 
completing an activity 
to add to their passport. 
Students that filled their 
passports were in the run-
ning to win a prize. 

Junior Alexa Thomp-
son participated in the 
campus clean-up, the 

“Macho-Nacho” CAPE 
event and the Glow Ca-
sino. Thompson won 
two spike ball sets and 
an LED-stuffed tiger over 
the course of  the day.

“After the campus 
clean-up, I got to eat ice 
cream and talk with my 
friends. At the glow casi-
no, I learned how to play 
Blackjack. It was really 
fun getting to spend time 
with my friends there and 
joke about how bad it 
would be if  we were at an 
actual casino,” Thomp-
son said. 

Final Tiger Wellness Day wraps up

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

Sophomore Victoria 
Foster helped with the 
campus-wide clean up 
and participated in the 
booths that were on the 
Tiger Patio. Foster did 
not find any luck with the 
prizes but still enjoyed 
her time.

“I thought the day was 
great. Being able to have 
a day off  before dead 
week and catching up on 
homework really helps. 
My major highlight was 
being able to pull weeds 
with friends for campus 
clean up. We also got ice 
cream afterwards,” Foster 
said. 

Sophomore Stephanie 
Wright played the longev-
ity game and won prizes 
by completing her Well-
ness Passport. Wright 
won Apple Airpods and a 
Cravebox snack package. 

“I think it was a very 
nice day to go out and 
take part in some activi-
ties. I think a lot of  stu-
dents really enjoyed the 
casino night. The set-up 
was very cool,” Wright 
said.

Doane students were 
thankful for the nice 
weather and the chance 
to relax before the up-
coming finals week.

Doane ResLife offers succulents on Wellness Day.

Glow Casino Night teaches students financial wellness.
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Members of Chi Delta sorority pose with their signs decorated for the Slut Walk. The Slut Walk helps to raise aware-
ness and show support for survivors of sexual assault.

Play debuts

After many setbacks, 
the Doane Theatre De-
partment has been able 
to perform “Lonely Plan-
et” by Steven Dietz. 

This play focuses on a 
story about Carl, played 
by senior Calvin Schlaut-
man, and Jody, played by 
fifth-year senior Wyatt 
Jorgensen, and how the 
two react to difficult sit-
uations. 

Students were able 
to view the production 
April 30 through May 
2 on the website Show-
Tix4u. Through this web-
site, the department was 
able to collect free-will 
donations and build their 
email list. The link can be 
found through an email 
sent from the Performing 
Arts account.

Senior Mason Morrill 
is the Director of  “Lone-
ly Planet,” with sopho-
more Nicole Carraher as 
the Assistant Director.

“Because the pipe in 
the Con broke and dam-
aged the fire suppression 
system, we were kicked 
out of  the rehearsal space 
at least two separate 
times, I think once for 
two weeks and the oth-
er time for two months 
or something God awful 
like that. Given that, the 
actors did a great job of  
handling the obstacles, 
and it didn’t take them 

long to get back on their 
feet,” Carraher said. 

Despite the delays, the 
cast and crew prevailed 
and were able to perform. 

“Working with such 
a small cast was really 
enjoyable, especially be-
cause I’m really close 
with both actors. We had 
a lot of  fun in the down-
time, even with the frus-
trations that came with 
the process,” Carraher 
said. 

A unique aspect to 
this show is that it was 
a main stage show and 
student directed. This 
was not the first time this 
has happened, but it is 
unusual. Morrill was de-
termined to “evolve the 
show and mold it into its 
final shape.” He was able 
to stay motivated during 
the stage setbacks by fo-
cusing on preparing for 
whatever came next for 
the show. 

“I’m incredibly proud 
of  all the work that ev-
eryone put into the show, 
and I think that devotion 
and dedication really 
translated into the final 
product. But the biggest 
highlight, for me, was 
just simply sharing this 
work with everyone who 
watched the show,” Mor-
rill said. 
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Wellness Day hosts casino night
As a final conclusion 

to the last Tiger Wellness 
Day this year, there was a 
Glow Casino Night host-
ed on April 29 at 9 p.m. 

The Wellness Day ac-
tivity focused around 
financial wellness, pro-
viding students the last 
sticker to put on their 
Wellness Day passport 
before turning them in for 
raffle tickets.

Prior to entering the 
Glow Casino Night, stu-
dents had the opportunity 
to turn in their passports, 
getting one raffle ticket 

for each event shown on 
their passport. Students 
could enter their raf-
fle tickets to win prizes 
such as Airpods, a Sam-
sung watch, Amazon gift 
cards, etc. The winners 
were announced at the 
end of  the evening.

Students who may not 
have brought their pass-
ports still had the oppor-
tunity to win prizes at Ca-
sino Night. Casino Night 
had three raffle drawings 
throughout the night to 
win a variety of  glow-
themed prizes. They 
raffled various types of  
lights, games and bigger 
prizes such as an iPad. 

“The prizes are also a 

great way to incentivize 
participation in events 
and get some tuition 
money back if  you win 
something big,” freshman 
and participant Zekiel 
Krejci-Hyde said. 

Upon entering, stu-
dents were given five 
thousand dollars in fake 
money that they could 
use for games throughout 
the night. As students ac-
quired more money with 
the casino games, they 
could then trade-in some 
of  their money for raffle 
tickets. Each raffle ticket 
was worth one thousand 
dollars of  the fake money.

The theme was glow, 
so the room was lit with 

SARAH DALY
Communications 

Manager

Slut Walk educates 
about sexual assault

As part of  the final 
week of  Sexual Assault 
Awareness month, Cam-
pus Advocacy, Prevention 
and Education (CAPE) 
Project partnered with 
Chi Delta sorority to host 
the Slut Walk on April 
27. 

The Slut Walk was 
originally created in 2011 
in responses to a situation 
where police officers in 
Toronto, Ontario suggest-
ed that to avoid sexual 
assault, women should 
not “dress like sluts.” 
The walk was created as 

an international protest 
against rape culture and 
the misconceptions about 
sexual assault. 

“Slut Walk reclaims 
the word and educates 
people about rape culture 
and myths surrounding 
rape and sexual assault,” 
senior and Lead CAPE 
Peer Educator Allison 
Jasso said.

The event started at 
6:30 p.m. where stu-
dents could make signs 
to hold during the walk. 
At 7 p.m., students could 
then listen to speakers 
that shared various per-
spectives about sexual 
assault, stigma and rape 
culture. Finally, the event 
concluded with a campus 

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

walk around Doane Lake 
concluding in Perry Cam-
pus Center at the “What 
were you wearing?” ex-
hibit.

The event had about 
20 participants.

Jasso said that this 
event is important be-
cause it educates people 
about messages that “per-
petuate rape culture.” 
The things that people 
say have consequences. 
Jasso used examples such 
as telling women to “cov-
er up,” not go outside 
alone and to watch their 
drinks are messages that 
lead to victim blaming.

“We use those same 
suggestions as reasons 
why the victim should’ve 

done something to pre-
vent rape, but the only 
real way to prevent rape 
is either for someone else 
to intervene or for some-
one to decide not to rape 
another person. That’s 
it. It’s never the victim’s 
fault,” Jasso said.

Jasso also emphasized 
that it takes an entire 
community to end rape 
culture, which is why 
events such as the Slut 
Walk are important.

“Women shouldn’t 
have to feel like it’s just 
on us to end rape cul-
ture. It’s up to men, too. 
It takes the entire com-
munity to shift a culture,” 
Jasso said.

blacklights.
“I think everyone 

enjoyed the new envi-
ronment that we trans-
formed to a blacklight ca-
sino. It didn’t feel like you 
were at Doane until you 
stepped outside of  the 
room,” junior and dealer 
at the Blackjack table Ari-
el Ortiz said.

Ortiz pitched the idea 
of  a glow casino night 
after enjoying the expe-
rience she had her fresh-
man year. She liked the 
idea of  an environment 
where students could get 
away from their stressors. 

Students had the op-
portunity to play a wide 
variety of  common casi-

no games such as Black-
jack, Ace-Deuce-Jack, 
Roulette, etc. 

Some of  the tables had 
students such as Krej-
ci-Hyde as the dealer. 
He said that working the 
table was “lots of  fun” 
and that it was a “great 
event.” Despite it being a 
fun event for participants, 
Krejci-Hyde noted how 
many participants may 
not have been practicing 
financial wellness. 

“In terms of  teaching 
financial wellness, I’m 
not sure how great of  
a job it did due to all of  
the risky behavior with 
the ‘funny money.’ [But] 
that most likely wouldn’t 

have happened if  it was 
real money,” Krejci-Hyde 
said. 

For participants who 
may have been riskier 
with their fake money 
than others and it did not 
pay off, they still had the 
opportunity to gain more 
money. There was a triv-
ia table that charged no 
fee to play, but students 
could still win money if  
they answered correctly. 

Even students who 
may not have won any 
raffle prizes could still go 
home with items being 
given away such as light-
up bracelets, glow sticks, 
neon hats, etc. 
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Weekly 
Horoscopes

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):   Knowledge 
is important this week, be sure to follow the trail to aid 
you in your ever-growing pursuit of  it.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):   The projects set 
in front of  you are nearly complete, the only issue is 
taking the time to complete them. You can do it.

Aries (March 21 - April 20):   Some of  your hardest 
things are past you, Aries, now it is only a matter of  
receiving the results for your hard work.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21):    This week offers a 
short break for you, be sure to take advantage of  the 
chance so that you can be ready for a bigger push later.

Gemini (May 22 - June 21): Be sure to let people 
know what you’re up to, you never know what may 
come your way for allowing other people in on your 
plans.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):   Waiting for others may 
seem like a bother, but this is all that is left for the  
week. Hold out and keep yourself  occupied.

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  The time to finish up 
your projects is upon you. Try not to let your perfec-
tionist side out too much for this, time is slowly run-
ning out.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  High grades 
await you, Virgo. All you need to do is keep up the 
preparation and be ready for anything that comes your 
way.

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  The ongoing 
search for the perfect job continues this week. At times 
it may seem to be closer than you think, but then fall 
out of  your grasp, just be sure to continue on.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21):  Help is at 
your fingertips this week, all you need to do is reach 
out and you’ll be surprised by just how many people 
care.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  Produc-
tivity is a must this week. Now it is important to get 
the important things done.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20): After all of  
the work that you have been putting in, the time for a 
quick recharge is definitely needed.

Photo by Emma Ryan | The Doane Owl

StuCo holds Student 
Appreciation Day

April 26 marked Doane’s first 
Student Appreciation Day as a 
result of  changes made because 
of  COVID-19 restrictions. Stu-
dents were alerted of  Student Ap-
preciation Day by an email from 
Student Congress (StuCo) on the 
day of.

The day began at 9 a.m. with 
a T-shirt giveaway at the Tiger 
Patio leading into a Relaxation 
Station from 9:45 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. where students could pick 
up card or board games, crafts, 
movies or canvases to paint.

At 10:00 a.m., a sand volley-
ball tournament was available at 
the sand courts near Frees Hall. 
The tournament was played with 
standard volleyball rules and in 
single-elimination style, where if  
a team lost, they were out of  the 
tournament.

From 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
a Bop It Tournament was avail-
able at Cassel Amphitheater. 
The tournament consisted of  12 
participants where the finalist, 
runner up and even “the absolute 
worst player” received prizes, the 
Student Appreciation Day sched-
ule reads.

Canoe races occurred at 12:00 
p.m. at Doane Lake. The canoe 
races began with teams outside 
the water, pushing the canoe in, 
filling their water guns to shoot 
a tree with a target attached and 
attempting to gather two beach 
balls of  their team’s color. The 
team needed to return their canoe 
to their other two team members 
who would then repeat the pro-

cess.
“For Student Appreciation 

Day, I participated in the canoe 
race, and I watched the Doane 
Idol along with other activities. 
I [think] all eight of  the [events] 
were a lot of  fun and did a nice 
job of  involving the entire univer-
sity,” freshman Dani Avalos said.

The spelling bee began at 1:30 
p.m. at Cassel in single-elimina-
tion style up until the final two, 
where after one person got the 
word wrong, the other finalist 
had to correctly spell the word in 
order to win.

At 2:30 p.m., the dodgeball 
tournament began in Haddix. 
Freshman Jess Virgilio participat-
ed in the dodgeball tournament.

“I was not planning on partic-
ipating, but my friends needed 
more members. I am glad I par-
ticipated because it was a great 
way to spend time with people 
without having to worry about 
classes,” Virgilio said.

At 3:00 p.m., free Chick-Fil-A 
was offered on a first-come-first-
serve basis at the Tiger Patio.

Finally, Doane Idol concluded 
the day at 4:00 p.m. with multi-
ple acts being judged by Doane 
Community members. 

Junior Sam Coy said he be-
lieves that although the old Stop 
Day and new Student Appreci-
ation Day are nearly the same 
thing, the importance of  adher-
ing to COVID-19 regulations 
was necessary.

“I honestly think that Student 
Appreciation Day and Stop Day 
were basically the same things. 
Both had the very similar idea 
of  giving everyone a break and 
having fun around campus, a 
fun day off,” Coy said. “Overall, 
I would say that it was a decent 
replacement for what Stop Day 
used to be, and hopefully, next 
year things will be normal, and 
we can resume activities without 
having to worry about COVID.”

JOSE VILLALPANDO
News Editor

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

After a successful first 
session of  the personal 
statement writing work-
shop held on April 1, a 
second session was held 
on April 28.

The goal of  the event 
was to assist in the begin-
ning process of  writing 
personal statements that 
can then go on to be used 
for professional or gradu-
ate school applications. 

Both sessions were 
hosted by Associate Di-
rector of  College to Ca-
reer Center Sarah Begay, 
Professor of  English Phil 
Weitl and Pre-Health ad-

visor Melissa Clouse.
Begay said that hav-

ing multiple disciplines 
working together for the 
workshop is beneficial, 
as it provides new per-
spectives to better assist 
students. 

“By bringing different 
disciplines together, we 
are able to provide all of  
these perspectives and re-
sources to students holis-
tically,” Begay said. 

She also said that 
in working with Weitl 
and Clouse, she learned 
things that she can take 
to her position in College 
to Career Center which 
helps students “articulate 
their interests, skills and 
values.” Weitl provided 

“specific techniques on 
how to write” the person-
al statement and how to 
check to make sure that 
they are using those tech-

Students develop personal statements

CAs celebrated 
with banquet

The annual Commu-
nity Advisor End of  the 
Year banquet was held on 
April 29. This banquet is 
held to recognize the hard 
work and importance of  
Community Advisors 
(CAs).

This semi-formal 
event, put on by Resi-
dence Life and Education 
(ResLife) Professional 
Staff, was an opportunity 
for CAs to receive recog-
nition for their work over 
the school year. 

While this banquet 
occurs every year near 
the end of  the spring se-
mester, this year looked 
slightly different due to 
COVID-19. Masking pol-
icies were enforced, and 
CAs had to be distanced 
from each other in the 
South Dining Hall where 

it was held. All other 
COVID-19 guidelines 
were still in effect. 

The banquet served 
hor devours, sparkling 
cider and dessert for the 
CAs, according to Han-
sen Community Direc-
tor, Grace Mosier. CAs 
were also presented with 
awards and superlatives 
for each of  them. 

There was also a pre-
sentation that highlight-
ed the academic year as 
senior CAs who will be 
graduating in the upcom-
ing weeks were recog-
nized as well. 

Mosier said that this 
banquet is an import-
ant event because it pro-
vides an opportunity to 
share all of  the work that 
the CAs have put into 
ResLife this year can be 
recognized.

“The CAs are a vital 
part of  our campus, as 

they create communi-
ty, design programs and 
serve as a first line of  
support for all students,” 
Mosier said. 

“The CAs are a 

vital part of our 

campus, as they 

create community, 

design programs 

and serve as a 

first line of sup-

port for all stu-

dents.”

Grace Mosier
Hansen Community Director

“By bringing dif-

ferent disciplines 

together, we are 

able to provide all 

of these perspec-

tives and resourc-

es to students 

holistically.”

Sarah Begay
Associate Director of  College 

to Career Center

niques. Clouse had ex-
perience and knowledge 
regarding what profes-
sional schools are looking 
for, according to Begay. 

The personal statement 
can be a challenge for 
many students to write, 
as it is the piece that will 
make an applicant stand 
out. The first session of  
this workshop focused 
on coming up with ideas 
to answer the question 
asked. Students then had 
the time between the two 
sessions to come up with 
some sort of  draft. In 
the second session, more 
of  the technical writing 
components, such as 
structure, were covered. 

Due to conflicts, ill-

nesses, etc., there was a 
slightly smaller number 
of  participants in the sec-
ond session than in the 
first. 

Despite a smaller turn-
out, Begay said she hopes 
that students took away 
what a strong personal 
statement should include 
both in terms of  content 
and technical compo-
nents. 

Since the personal 
statement can be a chal-
lenge for many, it is im-
portant to start thinking 
about it early. The per-
sonal statement is an op-
portunity to answer the 
question, “Why me?” ac-
cording to Begay.

If  students are able to 

answer the question in a 
strong way, it could be the 
reason that they get an in-
terview.

“While a strong over-
all application is import-
ant, oftentimes a person-
al statement can be the 
piece that sets you apart 
from other similar candi-
dates and can mean the 
difference between get-
ting an interview or not,” 
Begay said.

As far as the future, the 
personal statement writ-
ing workshop is an event 
that Begay, Weitl and 
Clouse intend on hosting 
every spring. 

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Caf opens self-
serve food option

Students participate in canoe races during Student Appreciation Day. 

With COVID-19 re-
strictions loosening 
around Doane, the caf-
eteria has seen a major 
change. That change is 
the reintroduction of  self-
serve food. 

Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, the 
cafeteria has had strict 
guidelines when it came 
to the distribution of  
food, offering pre-pack-
aged meals to students 
to limit the spread of  the 
virus. 

Freshman Garrett 
Scheet said he was hap-
py with the changes, as 
he had issues in the past 
getting enough food to 
eat with the pre-packaged 
options.

“I really like how I am 
able to grab as much food 
as I want. Beforehand, 

they would limit how 
much food they would 
serve me, which was an-
noying and upsetting 
because they say it’s ‘all 
you can eat,’ and I would 
have liked extra food on 
some days,” Scheet said.

Freshman Zane Bou-
dreau felt the same as 
Scheet, being very excited 
to eat as much food as he 
wanted.

Freshman Evan Stiles 
also noted that he didn’t 
have any real health con-
cerns, a feeling shared by 
Boudreau and Scheet.

“I personally don’t 
have any concerns [about 
the safety of  the food], 
but I could see how oth-
ers would,” Scheet said.

Freshman Grayson 
Meyer mentioned how 
the food quality had not 
changed at all, something 
that the other three were 
quick to agree with.

Stiles talked about 

JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

how it was nice to be able 
to get food for himself, 
where in the past, he was 
unable to.

“I like being able to 
serve myself  much better, 
I hated before when they 
would say I couldn’t have 
two sandwiches or some-
thing like that,” Stiles 
said.

Scheet felt the same 
way and noted how it 
wasn’t necessarily about 
being able to get his own 
food but being able to get 
as much food as he want-
ed.

Boudreau mentioned 
how he thought it was 
weird how this change 
would happen so close to 
the end of  the school year 
instead of  just keeping 
everything the same to 
finish it out.

“I feel like it was point-
less to make this change 
so close to school end-
ing,” Boudreau said.
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CLASSIFIED AD-
VERTISING in over 
150 newspapers. Reach 
thousands of  readers for 
$225/25 word ad. Con-
tact your local newspa-
per or call 1-800-369-
2850.

BANKRUPTCY RE-
LIEF! Help stop creditor 
harassment, collection 
calls, repossession and 
legal actions! Speak to 
a professional attorney 
and get the help you 
Need! Call Now, 855-
751-1474.

A F F O R D A B L E 
PRESS Release service. 
Send your message to 
155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

NEVER PAY for 
covered home repairs 
again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers 
all major systems and 
appliances. 30 day risk 
free. $200.00 off. 2 Free 
Months! 1-888-262-6948.

G U A R A N T E E D 
LIFE Insurance! (Ages 
50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. 
Benefits never decrease. 
Policy will only be can-
celled for non-payment. 
855-704-3167.

UP TO $15,000.00 of  
Guaranteed Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 
or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company, 866-
982-2256 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/ne

4G LTE Home Inter-
net now available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take 
your service with you 
when you travel! As low 
as $109.99/month! 844-
210-0464.

H U G H E S N E T 
SATELLITE Inter-
net - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/month! Get 
More Data. Free Off-
Peak Data. Fast down-
load speeds. WiFi built 
in! Free Standard Instal-
lation for lease custom-
ers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

VIASAT SATEL-
LITE Internet. Up to 12 
mbps plans starting at 
$30/month. Our fastest 
speeds (up to 50 mbps) 
& unlimited data plans 
start at $100/month. 
Call Viasat today: 1-877-
255-9312.

DIRECTV - WATCH 
your favorite live sports, 
news and entertainment 
anywhere. More top 
premium channels than 
Dish. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS, 1-855-977-
3794.

DISH NETWORK 
$64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels. Blazing Fast In-
ternet, $19.99/month 
(where available). Switch 
& Get a Free $100 Visa 
Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. 
Free Streaming on All 
Devices. Call today! 
1-877-688-4784.

LIFE ALERT, One 
press of  a button sends 
help Fast, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free 
First Aid Kit (with sub-
scription). Call 855-663-
0118. Free Brochure.

PORTABLE OX-
YGEN Concentrator? 
May be covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of  
Inogen One. Free infor-

mation kit! Call 855-385-
3580.

ELIMINATE GUT-
TER cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a Free LeafFilter es-
timate today. 15% off  
Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-671-
2859.

INVENTORS: FREE 
information package. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by 
the Research & Develop-
ment pros and presented 
to manufacturers. Call 
1-877-581-2504 for a 
Free Idea Starter Guide. 
Submit your idea for a 
free consultation.

BECOME A Pub-
lished Author. We want 
to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing - trust-
ed by authors since 1920. 
Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call 
for your free Author’s 
Guide, 1-877-858-2822 
or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska.

A-1 DONATE your 
car, running or not! Fast 
Free Pickup. Maximum 
tax deduction. Support 
United Breast Cancer 
Foundation programs. 
Your car donation could 
save a life. 888-981-7797

DONATE YOUR car 
or truck to Heritage for 
the Blind. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing. All paper-
work taken care of. Call 
1-877-730-8167.

For the 
week of 
May 4:

Tiger Timeout

Graphic by Kylie Hughes | The Doane Owl
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The Doane Owl strives 
to inform, enlighten and 

entertain students, staff and 
faculty while maintaining 

high journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly under the authority of  

the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. It is 

available every Tuesday of  the 
academic year on www.doane-
line.com or by requesting an 
attachment to an email from 

owl@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Abrianna 
Miller, Joey Winton, Kylie 
Hughes, Jose Villalpando, 
Kendall Meyer and Cassie 

Kessler.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.
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- STAFF EDITORIAL - 

Take it easy, you’re doing great

Rules of the road still apply

With this week being dead 
week and finals right around 
the corner, now more than 
ever it is imperative that you 
make sure you get plenty of  
rest and eat well.

Even without the risk of  
catching COVID, maintain-
ing your physical health is es-
sential to keeping your mental 
health up so you can perform 
your best on your finals.

While it is extremely easy 
to fall into the rut of  stress 
and anxiety, doing your best 
to fight it will only serve to 
benefit yourself.

We at the Doane Owl want 
to say to all students that you 
guys are awesome, and you 
are all going to do great on 
your finals.

This year has been espe-
cially challenging, and we are 
so close to being done with it. 
Just two more weeks of  work 
and it will all be over, you can 
do it.

Take care of  yourself  over 
these next couple of  weeks by 
staying healthy.

Try your absolute hardest 
to get at least eight hours of  
sleep a night because being 

rested is the best way to both 
feel good and perform well on 
your exams.

Aside from getting ample 
sleep, eating healthy foods 
rich in vitamins and minerals 
like fruits and vegetables will 
keep your energy up and your 
head in the game.

In addition to these two 
things, take some time for 
yourself  to relax and do 
things you enjoy.

While it is important to 
ensure you are studying and 
working on your assignments 
to get them in on time, doing 

activities you enjoy is also key 
to keeping your mental health 
up.

Whether it’s reading, draw-
ing, playing video games, 
watching T.V. or anything 
else you enjoy, always take 
time for yourself  because you 
deserve it.

Finally, try to go outside for 
at least thirty minutes to an 
hour every day if  the weather 
allows it. 

Getting proper sunlight 
may seem corny, but it actual-
ly helps boost your mood and 
keep your spirits up.

JOEY WINTON
Managing Editor

A Tier - While not as 
great overall as the Muppets 
above, these ones are still not 
without their merit. They 
still bring plenty to the ta-
ble, and the show would feel 
empty without them.

B Tier - The true neutrals 
of  the Muppet show, these 
characters are neither out-
standing nor are they horri-
ble. They exist in this mid-
dleground between good and 
bad and are nothing more 
than filler characters.

C Tier - This tier is home 
to the individuals who really 
only have a few fans at most. 
Whatever the reason is, these 
Muppets are still part of  the 
cast, and I think it needs to 
stop.

F Tier - Throw ‘em in the 
landfill, shoot ‘em into space, 
just do whatever needs to be 
done to get them out of  the 
show because these Mup-
pets tarnish the name of  Jim 
Henson.

*Note: All rankings are fi-
nal and no amount of  hate/
convincing will change my 
mind

S Tier: (The best)- Kermit, 
Fozzie Bear, Beaker

A Tier: (Second Best)- 
Gonzo, Rowlf

B Tier: (Average)- Miss 

For the penultimate Hot 
Takes of  the semester, I fig-
ured it would be fitting to 
rank all the main Muppets 
from “The Muppets.”

Each Muppet is ranked 
based on a series of  qualities 
that I deem essential to judge 
the true value of  a Muppet.

These qualities are design, 
voice and talent.

Design is the first and 
most important quality, 
as the only way to make it 
anywhere in this cut-throat 
world of  showbiz is to be in-
stantly recognizable and eas-
ily marketable.

The second most import-
ant quality is voice because 
if  a character’s voice sounds 
like someone running their 
nails down a chalkboard, 
it doesn’t matter how good 
they look, they’re going to 
lose major points for it.

The final quality is talent 
which boils down to what 
each Muppet brings to the 
show in terms of  acting 
chops, musical talents, co-
medic timing, etc.

S Tier - The Muppets 
in this tier are the kings of  
comedy and the shining stars 
of  the show. They always 
manage to steal every scene 
they’re in and do it with a 
click of  their heels and with 
a tip of  their hat.

A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton

Hot takes; puppet show

Courtesy photo | Flickr.com

Piggy, Swedish Chef

C Tier: (Below Average)- 
Animal, Rizzo the Rat, 
Professor Honeydew

F Tier: (Garbage)- Sam 
Eagle, Sweetums

Again, let me say: no 
amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind so 

please save yourself  the time 
and energy, you have better 
things to do than argue with 
a college kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic you 
want me to make a ranking 
of ? Email me at joey.win-
ton@doane.edu with the 
subject line Hot Takes and I 
might write about it!

As the weather gets nic-
er and people start to spend 
more and more time out-
doors, there has been an in-
crease in the amount of  bikes 
and scooters you see around 
towns. In a lot of  major cit-
ies, they have made it so you 
can use public-owned bikes 
or scooters to travel around 
the city.

While this is a very nice 
idea that can serve as a lot 
of  fun for families, groups 
or friends, it is a very easily 
abused resource that can end 
up causing more harm than 
good.

The problem is not neces-
sarily with the bikes because 
they normally provide bike 
lanes for those to ride on 

the street. Even if  they do 
not, cars are typically wary 
of  where the bikes are and 
know to look out for cyclists.

Scooters, on the other 
hand, are a little bit of  an is-
sue. The problem here is that, 
just like bikes, more cities re-
quire the scooters to stay off  
the sidewalks and ride on the 
street. But scooters are obvi-
ously not the same as bikes.

If  the scooters are not mo-
torized and people are rid-
ing in the street, there is no 
way for them to go the same 
speed as cars. If  there is a 
large pack of  people riding 
together, it can block traffic, 
and motorists could easily 

get confused on where they 
should be going.

Now, if  the scooters are 
motorized, they can easily 
keep up with cars if  people 
are willing to go that fast. 
Even if  they do not want 
to go that fast, they are less 
of  an inconvenience in the 
road.

The issue lies with peo-
ple just flying past and 
thinking that because they 
are not cars, they do not 
have to follow the laws of  
the road. When I was driv-
ing around a city that had 
these scooters, people were 
flying through intersections 
and coming up to the win-

Cartoon by Joey Winton| The Doane Owl

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

dow before zooming past me. 
I was going 30 miles per hour, 
and these scooters whizzed 
past me, riding down the 
middle of  the street and do-
ing tricks in the center of  in-
tersections.

I do not think that provid-
ing these for free use is a bad 
idea. I love that if  I wanted 
to, I could get on a bike and 
ride around a city without 
having to try and transport 
my bike there. The issue is 
when people forget that rid-
ing on the street means you 
abide by traffic laws, and then 
it becomes dangerous to not 
only pedestrians but other 
motorists as well.
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Animal
(the 
Muppet)

Rainy
Days

Musicals

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

WWE

Straw-
berries

With summer ap-
proaching, I’ve been 
wondering about differ-
ent vacation destinations 
and what might be the 
best place to go if  given 
the chance. 

Realistically, I prob-
ably won’t be able to go 
many places because of  

would also be an amaz-
ing experience. 

Being able to have su-
shi made fresh from fish 
caught on that same day 
is something that I’ve 
never been able to expe-
rience and is something 
that Japan has to offer. 

Outside of  food, a lot 
of  my visual taste comes 
from Japanese culture, 
so I think that buying a 
piece of  traditional art 
or traditional-inspired art 
while being there would 
be at the top of  my list of  
things to do. 

Before going, I would 
like to learn at least some 
of  the language, which I 
now have time to do be-
cause of  the pandemic, so 
maybe that’s what I can 
do in the meantime while 
I wait for the opportunity 
to travel to Japan. 

Hoping to travel 
after pandemic

ABRIANNA MILLER
Editor-in-Chief

At some point or an-
other, everyone will have 
a difficult conversation. 
It could be about a death, 
a poor grade, a breakup, 
you name it. 

Most people I know 
loathe having difficult 
conversations, but I love 
them. I love laying ev-
erything on the table and 
figuring out a way to or-
ganize the mess.

I had to have a tough 
conversation within the 
past few days, and I’m 
not going to lie, I was so 

nervous. I wanted it to go 
well, but I can’t control 
other people. 

Luckily, it did go well, 
and I felt much better af-
terwards. But it made me 
think of  why so many 
people hate raw conver-
sations. 

Maybe it’s because 
some people do not like 
being vulnerable with 
another person. Maybe a 
person does not like con-
frontation. Or maybe a 
person feels attacked and 
defensive in difficult con-
versations. 

I don’t have the an-
swer to those questions, 
but I do know that those 
conversations are neces-
sary. You can’t live your 
life avoiding every single 
thing that makes you un-
comfortable; I’ve learned 
that the hard way. 

Take my word, it is 
beyond worth it to make 
your feelings and inten-
tions known up front 
rather than when you are 
in a state that you’ll say 
things you don’t mean. 

If  you truly care about 
a person, you will resolve 
conflicts as soon as you 

Stop avoiding difficult resolutions
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JOSH BUNDY
Multimedia 
Coordinator

the pandemic that is tak-
ing place, but it’s still in-
teresting to think about 
vacation spots to make it 
to eventually. 

I think the number one 
spot that I would have 
to go to would be Japan. 
I’ve always wanted to go 
to Japan since I was a kid 
because the culture is so 
different from the norm 
in the United States. An-
other reason I’d want to 
go there is for the culi-
nary experience. 

There are many dif-
ferent types of  food and 
food experiences that can 
be had in Japan; it’s al-
most unbeatable. 

For example, if  you 
are someone who loves 
steak, Japan has a special 
kind of  olive wagyu beef  
that can only be found in 
the country. I think that 
having traditional sushi 
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can. Even if  a difficult 
conversation leads to 
other complications, you 
have at least expressed 
how much you care about 
the other person. They 
may not see it in the mo-
ment, but down the road, 
they will be grateful. 

Don’t have difficult 
conversations just for the 
thanks because you will 
rarely get it. You have to 
be satisfied with doing it 
for the principal and for 
your own well-being. 

Honestly, if  you’re 
having a difficult con-
versation just to say you 
did, then it’s not a real 
exchange. Your whole 
heart and soul has to be 
in it, otherwise you’re just 
wasting everyone’s time. 

If  there’s an issue that 
has been bothering you, 
please just address it. 
Quit hiding behind a cur-
tain of  insecurity and set 
yourself  free. Odds are 
that if  you are uncom-
fortable about something, 
the person involved in the 
situation feels similarly. 

So, take a moment, 
reflect and resolve your 
concerns. 

I recently saw a tweet 
that I related to on a per-
sonal level, and I felt it 
was an idea that many 
others might share as 
well. 

Now, I don’t remem-
ber the tweet exactly, but 
the idea of  it was how 
hobbies are no longer 
seen as just hobbies; ev-
eryone has to be trying to 
make money off  of  them, 
and it was something that 
I felt guilty about right 
away.

With the pandemic 
hitting, one of  the big-
gest hobbies I had grow-
ing up has been turned 
into this absurd business, 
that hobby being card 
collecting. It’s nearly im-
possible to find cards for 
any sport really, unless 
you’re willing to pay for 
insanely marked-up box-
es. Fifty-dollar boxes are 
now being sold on eBay 
for hundreds, and it really 
takes the fun and the de-
sire to continue collecting 
cards.

This isn’t another rant 
on sports cards, but it is a 
way for us to think about 
the things we used to en-
joy doing that were pure-
ly sources of  fun. Some 
of  the things I used to 
love doing the most have 
now become a sort of  
side hustle for me, wheth-
er it be taking pictures, 
collecting cards or even 
playing video games. Ev-
eryone is trying to make 
money off  of  everything, 
and that kind of  climate 
just isn’t very fun. 

Granted, some things 

Trading hobbies 
for money
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can’t be controlled, and 
hobbies have always been 
able to be turned into 
money-making schemes; 
however, one thing I’ve 
been working on is find-
ing the joy in said hobbies. 
It’s a challenge I have for 
anyone who reads this. 
Look back at some of  the 
things you enjoyed doing 
most and realize why you 
loved them. The money 
is always nice, but money 
can’t buy happiness.

Get back to doing 
those little things that 
brought you so much joy 
in the past. Who knows, 
maybe you’ll rediscover 
a love you had forgotten 
about in the process.

Listening Ear
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Tennis teams finish season strong
CASSIE KESSLER

Sports Editor

Over the weekend, 
the Men’s and Women’s 
Tennis teams competed 
in the Great Plains Ath-
letic Conference (GPAC) 
tournament. This came 
just after the Women’s 
team had become the 
GPAC champions.

This conference ti-
tle was the first that the 
Women’s Tennis team 
has won in the pro-
gram’s history. Junior 
Ava Macke and the rest 
of  the team felt extreme-
ly excited to have made 
such an achievement, 
not only for themselves 
but for the entire pro-
gram.

“It feels amazing and 
surreal finally winning 
the title because each 
one of  us has looked 
forward to this moment 
since we got to Doane,” 
Macke said. “Ever since 
the Men’s team won a 
couple years ago, we’ve 
been waiting for our mo-
ment, and it has finally 
arrived.”

After becoming the 
conference champs, the 
Women’s team received 
the number one seed 
going to the conference 

CASSIE KESSLER
Sports Editor

The Softball team 
played against Mount 
Marty University on 
May 1, winning both 
of  the two games they 
played. The team now 
prepares for the Great 
Plains Athletic Confer-
ence (GPAC) tourna-
ment where they will en-
ter at the sixth seed.

Previously, the team 
had achieved a no-hitter, 
meaning that not a single 
person got on base from 
the other team. This 

was only the seventh in 
the program’s history, 
and sophomore Megan 
Elliott found it very re-
warding to make this 
achievement.

“It is really exciting 
to see because our pitch-
ers and defense put in so 
much work off  the field 
and seeing a no-hitter as 
a result shows just how 
talented our program’s 
athletes are,” Elliott said.

As the team headed 
into their final games 
before the tournament, 
they were looking to put 
themselves in the best 
position for success in 

Softball ends regular season play
the tournament, along 
with wanting to play 
their hardest for the final 
regular season games.

“We are just hoping to 
secure some more wins 
to put us in a better posi-
tion for the tournament, 
but I am just hoping that 
we compete on the field 
this weekend,” Elliott 
said.

Now as they prepare 
for the tournament, the 
Softball team is practic-
ing in order to compete 
and make it as far along 
as they can. However, 
they are also looking for-
ward to just continuing 

championship. Sopho-
more Nina Ngo said she 
believes that while this is 
a huge accomplishment 
for the team, it comes 
with a lot of  additional 
pressure. 

“Being the number one 
seed heading into GPAC 
makes us confident yet 
pressures us at the same 
time,” Ngo said. “We 
know every other team is 
going to have eyes on us 
with that number seed, 
but we can’t get ahead of  
ourselves.”

On the Men’s side, 
the team was able to win 
their final home match 
before going into the 
GPAC tournament. Ju-
nior Henrique Sakoda 
said he believes that this 
last win was something 
big that the team needed 
before going into such 
high pressure matches.

“I would say the fi-
nal win was a nice way 
to finish a very long but 
joyful season and was for 
sure a confidence booster 
for the tournament,” Sa-
koda said. “We had ups 
and downs throughout 
the season but finishing 
with a win definitely has 
a special feeling.”

Before going into the 
tournament, both teams 
had a lot of  confidence 
in their abilities as well 
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Baseball team clinches championship

On May 1 and 2, the 
Baseball team played 
four games against the 
University of  James-
town. The team swept 
all four games and end-
ed up tying for the spot 
as GPAC regular season 
champions.

Just before these four 
games, the team hosted 
their senior night, hon-
oring all eight of  the se-
niors on their team. Se-

nior Talon Little enjoyed 
the experience a little ex-
tra since the year before, 
the season was cut short.

“It was nice to have 
that time to be recog-
nized for all the hard 
work that has gone into 
making it this far,” Little 
said. “It was also nice 
to have that day since 
the seniors last year did 
not get to because of  the 
pandemic, so it was nice 
to be able to have it for 
some of  them.”

After a loss to Briar 
Cliff  the weekend be-
fore playing Jamestown, 

to play with their team-
mates for as long as they 
can.

“[We know] that we 
have everything we need 
to be successful in the 
tournament,” Elliott 
said. “[We also know] 
that we all have each 
other’s backs at the end 
of  the day and have the 
drive to want to win.”

The Softball team will 
play in the GPAC tour-
nament on May 5 against 
Concordia University in 
Sioux City, Iowa.

as in each other and were 
ready to play to the best 
of  their training.

“Our expectations 
going into the tourna-
ment is simply to give 
everything we have on 
the court,” Macke said. 
“Win or lose, this team 
has had an amazing and 

historical season, and all 
we want is to be proud of  
how we played.”

This opportunity to 
play in the tournament 
provided a stage to repre-
sent Doane, the program 
and how well they all 
worked together to make 
it to this point.

Junior Brylee Lauby swings to return the ball over the 
net.

Junior Jorge Chevez is about to serve at the start of 
the match.

the team was focused on 
coming back stronger 
and playing a game that 
would help them achieve 
their goal of  being con-
ference champions.

“We all had a bad 
taste in our mouths after 
the Briar Cliff  weekend, 
and we went back to 
work this week in prac-
tice, and I think that all 
the guys are focused and 
ready to get after James-
town,” Little said. “We 
still have our goal of  win-
ning the regular season 
title for the conference, 
and if  we go take care of  

“Definitely the hard 
work we put in the whole 
season and to reward 
our coaches who really 
worked hard the whole 
year is our motivation,” 
Sakoda said. “We also 
want to play for our 
teammates and to repre-
sent the school in these 

big matches that we 
have.”

On May 1, the Wom-
en’s Tennis team lost in 
the championship match 
against Morningside 
College 3-4, while the 
Men’s team lost 2-4 to 
Concordia in the semifi-
nals on April 30. 

Track teams dominate conference

The Doane Men’s 
Track and Field team 
won their fifth consecu-
tive GPAC Champion-
ship this past weekend, 
placing first out of  the 
eleven teams who were 
competing.

The win was over-
whelming for the Men, 
as they swept all compe-
tition out of  the way with 
a team score of  235.5 

points. The next closest 
team to the Men was 
Dordt, who were only 
able to muster up 137 
points.

The Men’s team had 
41 all-conference per-
formances, meaning 41 
Doane athletes finished 
in the Top 8 of  their indi-
vidual events. The Men 
also added two relay 
teams into the all-con-
ference mix, with those 
teams finishing in the 
top three at the meet. 
The Women’s team had 

18 all-conference perfor-
mances, with one relay 
win and an individual 
win.

The Women’s team 
was able to finish fourth 
with their score of  84.5 
points.

To add to the success 
of  the teams, there were 
also five athletes who 
won their events at the 
GPAC meet, as well as a 
relay team for the Wom-
en.

Freshman Zach Turn-
er won the 110m hurdles 

with his time of  14.08 
seconds. This run was 
the second fastest in the 
NAIA this season, as 
well as the second fastest 
in Doane’s history.

Senior Logan Ham-
mond won the 400m hur-
dles with a time of  53.74 
seconds. Hammond’s 
and Turner’s victories 
meant that Doane was 
the only team at confer-
ence celebrating wins 
in the men’s hurdling 
events.

Senior Jake Heitkamp 

business this weekend, 
we will feel good about 
that and then it will just 
be about letting the chips 
fall where they may.”

Before playing James-
town, the team had their 
sights on becoming the 
conference champions. 
The team knew their 
strengths and was able 
to remain confident and 
competitive throughout 
all four games.

“I think that we have 
the right team to be able 
to [win the champion-
ship],” Little said. “This 
team is very confident, 

and we know we are a 
good enough team to 
beat anyone in our con-
ference if  we play to 
our standards, so that is 
where our expectations 
are.”

As the team looks 
now to the GPAC tour-
nament where they will 
come in as the number 
two seed, they are ready 
to continue playing their 
game while making great 
strides along the way.

“There is a little extra 
fire just from being pre-
season picked to finish 
seventh in the GPAC, 

and so we are all driving 
to prove to everyone else 
in the conference that 
we belong at the top,” 
Little said. “For me and 
the other seniors, this 
will be the last year we 
get to play, and so, for 
me at least, I’m going to 
give everything I have up 
until the end because it’s 
the last time I will get to 
compete with my guys.”

The Baseball team will 
start in the conference 
tournament on May 6 
at home where they will 
play against Northwest-
ern College.

joined the winner’s circle 
with his performance in 
javelin with his throw of  
57.07m.

Fifth-year Levi Sud-
beck was able to win the 
decathlon over two days 
with his score of  6,274 
points.

Freshman Madison 
Sutton added a victory 
of  her own on the Wom-
en’s side, which put her 
at the top of  the NAIA. 
Her throw of  50.43m in 
the discus was the best in 
the NAIA this season.

Athlete of the Week
Men’s Track & Field
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Zach Turner

Rounding out Do-
ane’s event winners was 
the 4x800m Women’s re-
lay team, who won with 
a time of  9:31.76.

Although the GPAC 
Championships took 
place this past weekend, 
there will be two more 
meets, known as “sec-
ond chance meets,” to 
give the athletes another 
chance to qualify for na-
tionals. 

The Bronco Invite will 
be May 8 in Hastings, 
Nebraska.


