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Admissions adapts to COVID

Tours aim 

to bring in 

students while 

remaining safe

Cartoon by Joey Winton | The Doane Owl 

JOEY WINTON
Copy Desk Chief

It’s no surprise that 
COVID-19 has impact-
ed in-person schooling 
across the country and 
Doane is no exception.

Like many schools, 
Doane was expecting 
a drop in student en-
rollment for this year’s 
freshman class, but while 
the number of  students 
was lower than previous 
years, the hit was not as 
bad as some were expect-
ing.

Jake Elswick, who 
works with Doane’s ad-
missions team, is opti-
mistic about the number 
of  new students this year 
as the projected number 
was 303 (not including 
transfer students) and the 
total number of  new stu-
dents was 273 (306 with 
transfer students includ-
ed) which was 90 percent 
of  Doane’s goal.

Earlier this year, there 
was much uncertainty 
about how hard schools 
would be hit by a lack of  
new students but Doane 
was fortunate enough to 

only experience minor 
losses.

“When COVID first 
hit, there were a lot of  
projections that institu-
tions were anticipating 
missing that incoming 
freshmen class by 10-
30 percent and so to be 
down only 10 percent, we 
would have liked to have 
hit that number but we’re 
still very excited about 
the students that did en-
roll and that did decide to 
come here,” Elswick said.

While 90 percent is 
very good, it is still below 
the numbers of  previous 
years, with incoming 
freshmen and transfer 
student numbers both be-
ing smaller than expect-
ed.

“In terms of  transfer 
students, we were project-
ing 46 transfer students 
and… we ended up with 
40, so we did pretty well 
there,” Elswick said.

One of  the ways to 
try and soften the blow 
of  projected missing stu-
dents was through vari-
ous virtual events.

“One of  the things we 
missed out on was some 
of  the in-person events 

that we would use to 
close out the recruitment 
cycle. Those didn’t hap-
pen this year; we did have 
some success shifting to 
virtual events though,” 
Elswick said.

Although virtual learn-
ing and recruitment is 
probably not anyone’s 
first choice, there were 
certain advantages it gave 
to the recruitment team.

“We were able to con-
nect with students more 
regularly because they 
weren’t in school all day 
and they weren’t at prac-
tices after school...our 
contact rates were high-
er than in previous years 
and so that was encourag-
ing,” Elswick said.

It is undeniable that 
colleges across the coun-
try were experiencing 
anxiety over a dimin-
ished freshman class pop-
ulation. While there are 
certainly some schools 
that experienced signif-
icant drops in numbers, 
Doane emerged relatively 
unscathed.

MADI WARRELMANN
Communications

 Manager

Tours continue with strict guidelines

The Admissions Office 
is continuing its campus 
tours for prospective stu-
dents despite the on-go-

ing pandemic. However, 
there are many more 
rules and regulations to 
be followed now.

Suzy Cochnar, Visit 
Coordinator for the Ad-
missions Office, said one 
of  the major changes has 
been on the number of  
prospective student visits 
that happen each day. 

There are four to five 
spots for each time slot, 
and time slots are at 9 
AM and 1 PM so there 
is no overlap between the 
people visiting in each 
time slot. In total, there 
are eight to ten visits each 

day. 
There are a few guide-

lines about COVID 
safety on Doane’s “Vis-
it” page on the Doane 
website. The guidelines 
include a few questions 
prospective students and 
their families should ask 
themselves before com-
ing to campus, such as, 
“Have I had contact with 
any persons with known 
COVID-19 or close 
contact with anyone 
under observation for 
COVID-19 in the last 14 
days?” as well as a list of  
symptoms of  COVID-19. 

Doane’s Admission Office was expecting a steep dropoff in incoming students. 
Prospective students were unable to attend in-person events that are usually used to 
help close out the recruitment process.
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The guidelines are fol-
lowed by a message en-
couraging prospective 
students to choose an-
other day to visit if  any 
of  the questions or symp-
toms apply to them.

In addition to these 
guidelines, there are oth-
er rules in place once the 
prospective student actu-
ally gets to campus. 

Cochnar said they now 
have “hosting rooms” 
around campus for when 
visiting students and their 
families arrive.

 In these rooms, their 
temperatures are checked 

and disposable masks are 
distributed if  necessary. 
Professors and coaches 
then go to hosting rooms 
or Zoom in to the room 
to talk with the prospec-
tive student. The visitors 
stay in their hosting room 
throughout the entire 
time they are on campus 
with the exception of  
their campus tour.

“I think everyone’s 
being pretty good […] 
You know, we’ve had no 
pushback from visitors 
or coaches or anybody 
on required masks,” Co-
chnar said.

For the campus tours, 
prospective students 
are still allowed to walk 
through each residence 
hall and see a showroom 
in Frees Hall. Otherwise, 
the tour is the same as 
it has been in the past. 
Usually, morning tours 
end with a chance for the 
prospective student and 
their family to get lunch 
at the cafeteria. Howev-
er, because of  guidelines 
in place across campus 
about the cafeteria, visi-
tors don’t get the chance 
to do this now.

Visitors being unable 
to get lunch at the cafe-
teria on campus has been 
understood by those who 
are visiting. 

“Everyone knows 
there are limits now,” Co-
chnar said.

Recently, there have 

been a few cases of  
COVID-19 on Doane’s 
Crete campus. These 
cases caused President 
Jacque Carter to tempo-
rarily suspend athletics 
and other extracurricular 
activities from Aug 20 
to Aug 31, according to 
an email from the Presi-
dent’s Office. While there 
were still tours happen-
ing during this time, they 
were permitted because 
the University didn’t shut 
down.

“We are so strict on 
what they do and don’t 
do and where they go and 
don’t go,” Cochnar said.

The Admissions Office 
will continue to offer tours 
on campus until they are 
told otherwise. Cochnar 
is not certain that their 
operations are based on 
the University’s risk-di-
al for COVID-19 but she 
believes that makes the 
most sense. Virtual tours 
are still offered and will 
continue to be offered for 
students who feel more 
comfortable visiting that 
way. 

While nothing is cer-
tain about in-person ac-
tivities during this time, 
hopefully prospective 
students will continue to 
be able to visit Doane’s 
campus.

Doane ambassadors are still hard at work during COVID. Following stricter guidelines, they are still showing per-
spective students around campus while remaining safe. Photo taken of ambassadors in 2018.
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Student petition to spark change

KYLIE HUGHES
Life & Culture Editor

Students 
collect their 
used plastic 
bottles to show 
waste issues

Want more Doane news? 

Follow us @doaneline 

‘Like’ Doane Student Media

Follow us @doaneline
For More Information, Check out our website!!

www.LandMarketers.com
Or Give us a Call Today!!

Office (402) 336-4444
Land Management • Live Auctions • Online Auctions • Sales and  Tax Deferred Exchanges 

in Nebraska, Iowa & South Dakota

LAND INVESTMENTS
315 +/- Acres: This land listing is Located Northeast 
of Atkinson, NE. The highly productive Jansen and O’Neill 
loam soils are irrigated by 2 new Valley pivots!  The land is 
rented for over $65,000 annually on a multi-year cash lease. 
Listing Price:  $1,600,000
164+/- Acres: Located South of Ewing NE. Here is a 
listing offering a very high percentage of Irrigated acres, with 
Diesel Power Unit and Zimmatic pivot with Valley upgrades.  
Listing Price: $591,000
254+/- Acres: Take a look at this gently rolling Irrigated 
grass unit with Electric equipment and great access!  The 
soils would grow some of the best crops in the area if so 
desired.  Located Northeast of Page, NE. 
Listing Price: $ 1,250,000
1,708+/- Acres: Located in Blaine County, NE. Offering 
11 Valley Center pivots with all Electric equipment.   5 of the 
Center pivots have access to effluent from a neighboring 
swine facility.  Great opportunity to setup your satellite 
operation! Listing Price:  $4,900,000
6,740+/- Acres: Located in Wheeler County, NE. 
This diverse farm consists of over 3,000 acres of irrigated 
cropland with the balance in summer grazing.   All with good 
road access and swine effluent available to the pivots, and 
800k grain storage with office and truck scales. 
                                Listing Price: $15,325,000

Current Listings Sept 2020.indd   1 8/31/2020   4:14:57 PM

After going through 49 
plastic water bottles be-
tween two people in half  
a week, it was evident 
that something needed 
to change. Roommates 
and sophomores Jarod 
Wenger and Logan Tack-
ett initially started keep-
ing their empty water 
bottles because they were 
purely interested in how 
much they go through in 
a week. 

With the start of  this 
school year being during 
a pandemic, Doane had 
to make many adjust-
ments to protect students 
and faculty from getting 
sick. One of  these adjust-
ments included turning 
off  the water fountains 
in buildings to prevent 
students from drinking 

out of  them and possibly 
contaminating the foun-
tain. 

Therefore, students 
can either get drinking 
water from the bathroom 
sink or from plastic water 
bottles. 

However, the goal of  
Wenger and Tackett is 
to bring light to a prob-
lem that goes along with 
using these plastic water 
bottles: waste.

It started off  as col-
lecting their empty water 
bottles for fun. Yet, when 
they realized how much 
waste they were causing, 
they started lining the 
water bottles around their 
door frame. 

Wenger said the origi-
nal goal was just for stu-
dents to see the weekly 
affect of  the waste pro-
duced between two peo-
ple. 

In the short amount of  
time that they had their 
water bottle waste display 
up, they had received var-
ious questions and in-
terest in what they were 
doing. One student who 
stopped by to ask about 
the cause suggested they 
start a petition to make 

some change around Do-
ane.

What once started as a 
project to catch the atten-
tion of  Doane students 
eventually evolved into a 
petition. 

The petition that now 
has over 50 signatures is 

to get water bottle fillers 
into Smith Hall with the 
hopes of  gaining enough 
attention to bring it to 
other residence halls. 

“I think the attainable 
goal is to draw enough at-
tention to it to the point 
that it happens. [We will] 

not only talk to admin but 
also get as many people 
on campus to know about 
it so we have the numbers 
to back our idea,” Tackett 
said.

After talking with their 
residence hall’s CD, they 
were told that the wa-
ter bottles around their 
door were a fire hazard 
and must be taken down. 
However, since the lobby 
is not being used at this 
current time, they got 
permission to take the 
empty water bottles and 
put them in the lobby of  
their residence hall. 

Wenger said they are 
“hoping that, internally, 
each student can see their 
own effects.”

In addition to showing 
students the waste one 
week at a time, Wenger 
and Tackett have been 
in communication with 
various Residential Life 
staff  as well as a plan to 
submit a proposal to the 
Green Committee.

While this project has 
taken off  in a different 
direction than original-
ly intended, Wenger and 
Tackett are happy to see 
this issue gaining atten-

tion.
On the petition, they 

bring light not only to the 
money going into buying 
these water bottles but 
also the amount of  waste 
they cause and where the 
water bottles will end up 
after use. 

“It is important to see 
how many water bottles 
we all go through. It’s 
more about spreading the 
awareness of  how out-of-
hand this is for our first 
world country,” Wenger 
said. 

For more information 
or to see the petition, stu-
dents can go to change.
org/smithhallwater

“It is important 
to see how many 
water bottles we 
all go through. 
It’s more about 
spreading the 
awareness of how 
out-of-hand this is 
for our first-world 
country,”

Jarod Wenger
Sophomore
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Many new policies 
have been put in place 
on the Crete campus this 
semester in regards to 
COVID-19.

One new set of  regula-
tions involves the visitor 
policies. This semester, 
no visitors from off  cam-
pus are allowed for thirty 
days after classes start; 
students are also expected 
to stay in only their dorm 
buildings and in their per-
sonal rooms to slow the 
spread of  COVID.

These policies are a 

stark difference from Do-
ane’s usual community 
feeling. 

“Last year I had the 
ability to bring over 
friends who go to other 
universities or live in oth-
er halls but this year the 
restrictions and morals 
related to COVID make 
it harder to be social,” 
said sophomore Samuel 
Province. 

Living on Doane’s 
campus is one of  the eas-
iest ways to find a close 
community and to make 
connections. However, 
there are not many plac-
es or events to try and get 
those connections this 
year.

Although some stu-
dents have been finding 
it difficult to not have 
guests on campus, oth-
ers are not that worried 
about this aspect of  it. 

“It really hasn’t been 
that difficult to not bring 
guests. Just hang out with 

people on campus but 
follow all the guidelines 
of  course...we just need 
people to actually follow 
them (policies),” fresh-
man Corina Grimaldo 
said. 

Province had a similar 
stance on other students 
on campus who he thinks 
aren’t taking the guide-
lines as seriously as they 
should.

“It feels like everyone 
is trying to rush to the 

finish line with COVID 
instead of  abiding by the 
restrictions for a month 
to let everything cool 
down,” Province said.

Myah Keenportz, ju-
nior, lived on Doane’s 
campus her first two 
years but now lives in a 
house in the Crete area. 
Students off  campus are 
also struggling with the 
new policies.

“I feel so isolated here 
when I am on campus. I 
have nowhere to sit when 
I’m here and I can’t go in 
anyone’s dorm so I end 
up back home while wait-
ing for another class to 
start,” Keenportz said.

Though the policies 
are difficult to deal with 
for some students, the 
same students also be-
lieve they are in place for 
the greater good of  the 
community.

“I think Doane is do-
ing their best,” says Prov-
ince.

For Doane’s campus 
to stay open and continue 
to allow students to be in 
classes, the rules and reg-
ulations set in place must 
be followed.

Face masks are re-
quired in all campus 
buildings and in any oth-
er area where social dis-
tancing is not easily done.

Other students gener-
ally agree with this; they 
mostly feel the policies 
are not helpful if  peo-
ple choose not to follow 
them.

“They would be more 
effective if  all the stu-
dents cared enough to 
follow them. They can 
put policies in place but 
they are not effective 
when it comes to keeping 
the campus safe if  others 
aren’t following them as 
well,” said sophomore 
Jessie Kysar.

“If  things don’t get 
better on all ends, from 
Greek Life, students and 
the administration, then 
Doane will just be anoth-
er news story about a few 
hundred students getting 
COVID then getting sent 
home,” said Province.

Visiting policies don’t work unless you do

SALEM KESSLER
Staff  Writer

“If things don’t 
get better on all 
ends, from Greek 
Life, students 
and the admin-
istration, then 
Doane will just 
be another news 
story about a few 
hundred students 
getting COVID 
then getting sent 
home,”

Samuel Province
Sophomore

New on-
campus 
visiting policies 
affect students 
differently

“They can put 
policies in place, 
but they are not 
effective when it 
comes to keeping 
the campus safe 
if others aren’t 
following them as 
well,”

Jessie Kysar
Sophomore

Jacob Wegner and Logan Tackett collect plastic 
bottles on their door to spread awareness of 
unnecessary waste.
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Write for the Doane Owl

The Doane Owl is looking for determined 
writers who are eager to learn and write 

1-2 stories a week. 

If  interested, contact 
Meaghan Stout at mea-
ghan.stout@doane.edu

Weather data retrieved 
from weather.com.

Graphic by Riley Souchek |
The Doane Owl 

Tabitha keeps residents safe
ABRIANNA MILLER

News Editor

Photo by Josh Bundy  | The Doane Owl 

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has been trying for 
everyone but living in an 
assisted living facility has 
presented several unique 
circumstances and trials. 

Crete has two separate 
Tabitha assisted living 
facilities: Skilled Nursing 
and Long-Term Care, 
and The Gardens Assist-
ed Living. Both buildings 
have been in lockdown 
off  and on since the be-
ginning of  the pandemic. 

Sherri Due, Admin-
istrator of  both Tabitha 
and The Gardens, said 
all staff  members are re-
quired to wear personal 
protective equipment 
like surgical masks and 
eye protection. She said 
there are special marked 
zones that require addi-
tional safety precautions.

“We currently have 
to follow guidance from 
Public Health Solutions 
as to where Saline Coun-
ty’s COVID percentage 
rate is. As the num-
bers decrease, then we 

can move into different 
phases that loosens some 
of  the restrictions we 
have in place,” Due said.

 Junior Sheaah 
Norval has worked as a 
medication aide at The 
Gardens for almost a 
year. 

Norval said only em-
ployees are allowed in 
the building when a lock-
down is in place. All em-
ployees must have their 
temperature checked 
and wear masks. Res-
idents are confined to 
their rooms to reduce the 
risk of  contamination as 
well as residents wear-
ing masks whenever they 
are allowed out of  their 
rooms. 

Senior Sadie Finnegan 
has worked as a CNA at 
Tabitha for almost a year. 
She said an additional 
safety measure being tak-
en is a symptom ques-
tionnaire which includes 
questions about recent 
travel and possible expo-
sure. 

According to Norval, 
residents are having a 
difficult time adjusting to 

these new precautions, es-
pecially not being able to 
interact with their loved 
ones and fellow residents.

“Imagine being in 
lockdown for months 
without being able to hug 
your family or friends 
and having to stay in your 
room by yourself  all day, 
everyday. That would 
take a toll on anyone,” 
Norval said. 

Due, Finnegan and 
Norval worked at Tabitha 

throughout the summer 
but they do not feel it 
is threatening to their 
health.

“I have learned much 
more about the corona-
virus and safety precau-
tions to take than I would 
have if  I did not work in a 
healthcare facility,” Nor-
val said. 

Due agreed with Nor-
val’s view on health and 
safety as the facilities had 
“infection control pro-

cesses” in place before 
the pandemic. 

Residents and staff  in 
Tabitha facilities are try-
ing to make the best of  a 
difficult situation. Staff  
are doing their best to 
interact with residents as 
regularly as possible even 
though it couldn’t possi-
bly have the same effect 
as spending time with 
their loved ones. 

Assisted living centers in Crete have had to make serious adjustments to keep those 
in their care safe. This has included a lengthy hold on visitors for the residents.

Lincoln police officer killed in action
RILEY SOUCHEK

Art Editor

Officer Mario Herre-
ra of  Lincoln was shot 
on Aug. 26 while mem-
bers of  the Metro Area 
Fugitive Task Force, the 
department’s gang unit, 
and The Criminal Divi-
sion were serving a war-
rant at a house near 33 
and Vine Streets after 
getting information that 
seventeen-year-old Felipe 
Vazquez was wanted for 
second-degree assault in 
connection with Edward 
Varejcka’s stabbing death 
in March. Vazquez was 
at the scene of  Hererra 
being injured. Herrera 
was shot in the chest by 
Vazquez as he and Orion 
Ross were making their 
escape.

On Monday Sept. 6 
at 3:30 AM, Officer Ma-
rio Herrera succumbed 
to his injuries and was 
pronounced dead at the 
University of  Nebraska 
Medical Center in Oma-

ha, Nebraska. 
Later that day, a mo-

torcade procession took 
place in order to bring 
Herrera back home to 
Lincoln. Dozens of  peo-
ple lined the overpass-

es between Lincoln and 
Omaha to show their 
support for the fallen po-
lice officer.

Investigator Herrera is 
the seventh Lincoln Po-
lice Officer to die in the 

line of  duty. Before him 
was an officer named 
George W. Welter. Welter 
died on Feb. 9, 1968 by 
his police motorcycle col-
liding with a car at 27 and 
W Streets as he respond-

ed with lights and siren to 
an emergency call.

An effort has been un-
derway to build a memo-
rial to honor the fallen 
officers.

On Sept. 5, a truck was 
spotted driving down O 
Street in Lincoln with 
an obscene statement 
written on the back 
windshield with “Trump 
2020” underneath it. The 
derogatory statement was 
targeted toward African 
Americans.

According to the Lin-
coln Journal Star, profes-
sional basketball player 
Rex Chapman was the 
spark that made the post 
viral. Chapman quoted a 
tweet about the truck and 
others began retweeting 
the post as well.

Several people ended 
up identifying the individ-
ual who owns the truck, 
but they didn’t stop there. 
The individual’s address 
and place of  work were 
discovered and shared as 
well. 

The owner of  the truck 
is 21-year-old Austin J. 
Cordis of  Ohiowa, Ne-
braska. He denies writing 
the message on his vehi-
cle and claims it was van-
dalized while he was in 
Gateway Mall, although 
Lincoln police have no 

Open racism spotted in Nebraska
ABRIANNA MILLER

News Editor
records of  vandalism re-
ports nor was there any 
suspicious activity report-
ed. 

Individuals at the 
mall at the same time as 
Cordis claim he never en-
tered the mall. Instead, he 
left after being confronted 
in the parking lot. These 
claims do not match 
Cordis’ statement and are 
still being disputed.

Cordis has received 
several death threats since 
the image surfaced on so-
cial media and his iden-
tity was discovered. His 
now-ex-girlfriend also 
received threats toward 
her and her 15-month old 
child, of  who Cordis is 

the father. She promptly 
dismissed any involve-
ment in the situation and 
hopes people will leave 
her and her child alone. 

 Cordis is current-
ly facing “felony charges 
of  operating a large mari-
juana growing operation, 
possession of  a firearm 
while manufacturing 
marijuana and being in 
possession of  a firearm 
while committing a felo-
ny” in Fillmore County 
according to the Lincoln 
Journal Star.

Cordis said he believes 
it is possible that some-
one may be trying to get 
him into more legal trou-
ble. 

Cordis continues to 
deny writing the message 
on his own truck as he 
said he doesn’t even vote, 
so political messaging 
would not be a large con-
cern of  his. 

The mayor of  Lincoln 
as well as other state 
officials have released 
statements condemning 
the kind of  behavior dis-
played in this case. They 
state that the people of  
Nebraska do not tolerate 
this vile behavior and that 
whoever did write the 
message should be very 
ashamed of  themself.

Courtesy Photo | @doctor_rpm on Twitter

A truck with an offensive and racist message was seen driving down O Street in Lin-
coln. The image has been partially blurred due to the offensive nature.

Courtesy Photo | 1011 NOW

A funeral procession was held for Lincoln Investigator Mario Herrera. He was shot in the line of duty on Aug. 26.



5life & culturedoaneline.com

Office: (402) 826-5302
Col. Darryl Novak:
     (402) 641-7213   
Col. Troy Novak: 
     (402) 641-1526

 

SELLING:
Tractors • Combines/Heads • Hay/Cattle Equipment 

• Grain Trucks • Tillage Equipment • Dozers/Back Hoe
• Shop Equipment • Buildings to be Moved • Misc.

For complete list, view our website: 
novakauctionservice.com

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 • 9:00 a.m.
LOCATION: 22401 SW 114th St., Crete, NE

From Crete, NE, take Hwy. 33 east to 114th St., then south approx. 4.5 miles.
   — Watch for auction signs  —

TESAR ESTATE FARM AUCTION

Viewing of equipment:
Sept. 10 & 11 • 1–5 p.m.

Weekly 
Horoscopes

Courtesy of Doane Computer Science Department

The answers to last weeks  issue’s Tiger Timeout

The answers to this week’s Tiger Timeout 
will be in next week’s issue

Zoom University, students 
teach tricks of the trade

Tiger Timeout

Sitting in a classroom and 
trying to stay awake during a 
lecture is already hard enough 
but having the option to lay in 
bed makes it even harder. As 
the number of  classes opting 
to meet via Zoom increas-
es, students have found new 
ways to pay attention and stay 
focused.

For some, classes via 
Zoom calls are no more dif-
ficult than regular classes but 
for others, staying focused be-
comes much harder. 

Freshman Payton Cooley 
knows it can be very difficult 
to pay attention when there 
are plenty of  distractions 
around.

“It’s hard for me to stay fo-
cused during the Zoom class-
es. If  I’m in my room, I have 
roommates and sometimes 
I’m talking to them while I’m 
also trying to listen and take 
notes so there’s a lot going on 
that I need to separate myself  
from,” Cooley said.

Another challenging aspect 
can be the workload since 
most class work that would be 
done is now individual work. 
Junior Emma Ryan believes 

troller and playing a game or 
pick up your phone and check 
Snapchat,” Hummel said.

However, this doesn’t 
mean you have to isolate 
by yourself  to stay focused. 
Some have found that finding 
classmates and working to-
gether is a way to force each 
other to pay attention to the 
call.

“Most of  my roommates 
are in the same classes as me, 
so I usually do the Zoom with 
them and so we both stay 
focused and we make sure 
we’re paying attention and 
taking good notes,” Cooley 
said.

With Zoom not going 
anywhere anytime soon due 
to the pandemic, many are 
adapting to this new way of  
learning. Although Zoom 
calls won’t get any simpler to 
pay attention to, students are 
constantly finding new ways 
to stay focused. 

Zoom calls are actually more 
intense than a normal in-per-
son class would be.

“A lot of  times, teachers 
are giving you PowerPoints 
outside of  class to watch and 
then you’re discussing them 
in the Zoom, so you’re doing 
more work than you would be 
doing if  you were to actually 
be in class,” Ryan said.

However, sitting and pay-
ing attention to a lecture is dif-
ficult for some, regardless of  
location. While it’s not simple 
to be very entertaining on a 
Zoom call, there are ways to 
encourage more student inter-
action and make it a bit easier 
to want to pay attention.

“I don’t know how much 
professors are into games like 
Kahoot or Quizlet Live but 
I know my high school used 
to do that over Zoom when 
we had to go online,” Cooley 
said. 

So while it may seem im-
possible at times to stay in 
tune with what is going on 
during the Zoom call, there 
are some tricks that students 
have found useful for paying 
attention. Sophomore Sean 
Hummel discovered it’s all 
about eliminating any possi-
ble distractions.

“Put the phone in the draw-
er if  it’s a really important 
class and headphones are a 
necessity. It also helps if  you 
figure out a specific spot in 
your room or on campus that 
is just specifically designed for 
studying and condition it in 
your brain so you don’t think 
about picking up your con-

CASSIE KESSLER
Staff  Writer

Zoom classes have 
inspired students to 
find new, unique 
ways to focus

“Condition it in your 
brain so you don’t 
think about picking 
up your controller 
and playing a game 
or pick up your phone 
and check Snapchat,”

Sean Hummel
Sophomore

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19):  This week 
others may frustrate you but remember that mean-
ingful communication can solve a lot. 

Pisces (February 20 - March 20):  You may be 
feeling a little lost this week. Make sure that you 
know what’s important to you and cherish it. 

Aries (March 21 - April 20):  Your mental en-
ergy is running low. Slow down and take time for 
yourself. 

Taurus (April 21 - May 21):  You are going to 
want to make impulsive decisions this week Taurus. 
Think it through before acting.

Gemini (May 22 - June 21):  Interactions with 
friends may cause you to question if  you are sur-
rounding yourself  around the right people. Com-
munication is going to be vital. 

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):  Your busy schedule 
will not let up this week. Take pride in what you 
will accomplish.

Leo (July 23 - August 22):  Take advantage of  
the new energy you’ve been feeling lately. Get proj-
ects done that you’ve been putting off.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  Watch out 
for budding romances. You’ll find yourself  wonder-
ing if  this is the right time, so be cautious.

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  You may 
feel the urge to take out everyday frustrations on 
friends. Remind yourself  to take a deep breath. 

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21):  The ener-
gy that you’ve been feeling lately will start to fade. 
Don’t be hard on yourself  for needing a break. 

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21):  
Take notice of  the positive people in your life and 
let them know you appreciate them.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20):  Do not 
forget the importance of  patience. Remember that 
things in life will not always go smoothly.
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Students comfort from ESAs

Many people love 
pets, from energetic 
dogs and snuggly cats, 
to chill lizards and bub-
bly fish, domesticated 
animals can provide joy 
and lighten any mood.

However, this com-
fort and joy can be 
in short supply once 
school starts. 

Classes, tests and 
homework causing 
stress and leaving one 
feeling tired and anx-
ious.

Some students have 
registered for an emo-
tional support animal 
(ESA) to alleviate some 
of  the negative mental 
energy and receive pet 
therapy.

Gabby Push, soph-
omore, uses her kitten 
Cirabie that she adopt-
ed from the Nebraska 
Humane Society to help 
with her anxiety.

“I decided to get an 
ESA because of  my anx-
iety. It was something I 
had been thinking about 
for a while and I actual-
ly wanted to get a dog 
at first but figured a cat 
was a lot easier,” Push 
said.

Coming from a 
household with two 
dogs and a cat, Gabby 
noticed the lack of  any 
pets in her life at col-
lege was having a nega-
tive impact on her. She 
started thinking about 
getting an ESA in the 
spring semester of  her 
freshman year.

Once she got her cat, 
she noticed a world of  
difference. 

“[...] having her there 
makes it feel more like 
home and more like I 
have somebody anytime 
I need them,” Push said.

This sentiment of  a 
pet being there for you 
when your mental state 
is in decline is shared 
by junior Taylor Ball  as 
her mini-golden doodle 
Wesely is “a constant 
source of  entertainment 
and joy for [her].”

“If  I’m having a bad 
day or if  I’m having a 
hard time, he just knows 
and comes over and 
snuggles with me […] 
He will sit on my lap for 
a really long time and 
just sit with me until I 
feel better,” Ball said.

She also stressed the 
importance of  routine 
and, with Wesely, she 
finds herself  taking bet-
ter care of  herself  be-
cause of  him and his 
need for routine.

“He provides me 
with a stable routine. 
With anxiety and de-
pression, it’s really easy 
to let that stuff  get on 
top of  you [...] I have 
to get up every day by 
nine o’clock [a.m.] to 
feed him breakfast and 
take him outside [...] I 
am outside a lot more 
because I take him for 
walks and take him to 
the dog park [...] taking 
him care of  him makes 
me take care of  myself  a 
lot more,” Ball said.

The benefits of  com-
panionship and love 
from an emotional sup-
port animal were also 
mentioned by senior Te-
resa Goodwater about 
her cat Bama, who she’s 
had since her sopho-
more year.

“It’s really good for 
my anxiety because I 
can play with her in-
stead of  picking at my 
nails [...] or being anx-
ious and depressed [...] 
There’s psychology be-
hind it that when an ani-
mal sits on you it makes 
you happier,” Goodwa-
ter said.

Sophomore Eli-
jah Smith and fresh-
man Shelby Rickard 
echo Push’s, Ball’s and 
Goodwater’s statements 
when talking about the 
benefits of  their emo-
tional support animals 
as well.

“I live alone as a CA 
[...] late at night when I 
feel alone because I have 
all sorts of  mental issues 
like depression, it’s nice 
to have somebody there, 
especially now with 
COVID because I can’t 
invite people or go over. 
It’s nice to have some-
thing to help with that,” 
Smith said about his cat 
Kitten.

Rickard’s cat Fran 
“...is very affectionate 
and she can tell [if] I’m 
a little stressed out and 
she’ll snuggle up to me 
and calm me down [...] 
It makes me feel better 
when I know she’s there 
for me,” Rickard said.

What each of  these 
people said in regard 
to the challenges about 
having an emotional 
support animal was that 
the paperwork to get 
their pet registered was 
at times difficult.

“[Registration was] 
pretty straightforward; 
it’s just a lot of  paper-
work and making sure 
you have everything 
prepared before you 

start the process,” Push 
said.

Goodwater’s experi-
ence was not nearly as 
streamlined.

 “[...] your first time 
applying for it, it takes 
a really long time to get 
it to go through because 
you have to get a doc-
tor’s note and they have 
to write the letter to the 
specifications of  Doane, 
so my doctor had to re-
write the letter 3 times 
before it went through. 
So it was [the middle] of  
my first semester of  my 
sophomore year before I 
got her and I started the 
process within the first 
two weeks of  my sopho-
more year,” she said.

Rickard was not even 
able to take her cat with 
her this year.

“They [Doane] told 
me I wasn’t going to 
have her in my dorm, 
so I didn’t bring her but 
now that I know that I 
could have, I’m going 
to try to get her here for 
hopefully the rest of  this 
semester and next se-
mester,” Rickard said.

For some, having 
a pet is merely for the 
sake of  having an ani-
mal to take care of  and 
play with. For others, it 
can be a constant source 
of  light and happiness 
at times when other 
sources seem to have 
vanished. 

Whatever the rea-
son, emotional support 
animals can be the dif-
ference between having 
a good school year and 
struggling immensely. If  
you are someone who 
needs an ESA, be sure 
to register it as soon as 
possible.  

The legalization of  
marijuana has been 
a highly debated topic 
over the last few years. 
Many people are in favor 
of  legalizing it for medic-
inal and/or recreational 
purposes but others are 
strongly opposed. 

 In a poll conduct-
ed from Sept 2 through 
Sept 5, 97 percent of  the 
85 Doane students who 
responded said they sup-
ported the legalization of  
marijuana for medicinal 

purposes. However, only 
82 percent of  students 
said they supported the 
legalization of  marijuana 
for recreational purposes. 

Sophomore Drew Pen-
nington said he supports 
the legalization of  mar-
ijuana for both medical 
and recreational use. 

“It’s a lot safer than 
alcohol. I think alcohol 
does so many things to 
your body… I don’t think 
that works the same with 
marijuana,” Pennington 
said. 

Senior Kenneth Weber 
said he supports the le-

galization of  marijuana 
strictly for medical pur-
poses. He worries some 
people will abuse the sub-
stance if  it becomes wide-
ly available.

“Similar to any oth-
er drug or medication, 
when taken in modera-
tion and for the proper 
reasons, it can benefit the 
user tremendously but 
when used incorrectly, 
it very much will cause 
more harm than good,” 
Weber said. 

In regards to recre-
ational use, Weber is 
opposed to marijuana le-

High time to address legal marijuana

It’s no surprise that 
with Disney owning 
some of  the biggest film 
and television proper-
ties such as “Star Wars”, 
Marvel, ESPN and 20th 
Century Fox, it would 
launch its own subscrip-
tion service.

While it is under ten 
dollars and all the mov-
ies, TV shows and doc-
umentaries owned by 
Disney are there, some 
decisions made by the 
House of  Mouse have 
been questionable.

Aside from digitally 
altering/censoring cer-
tain scenes in some mov-
ies (a scene from 1984’s 
“Splash” involving Daryl 
Hanna’s character comes 
to mind), there have been 
controversies surround-
ing the release of  the 
live-action “Mulan” re-
make.

Disney released the 
movie onto its streaming 
service locked behind a 
30 dollar paywall.

“Premier Access,” as it 
is called, appears to offer 
no other benefits aside 
from watching “Mulan” 
three months before its 
global release onto Dis-
ney+ on Dec. 4 of  this 
year.

Sophomore Drew 
Pennington believes the 
price for watching “Mu-
lan” early is not worth it.

“It’s pretty crazy…be-
cause that’s how much it 
would cost to buy a mov-
ie [to own] instead of  just 
having it on the system...
if  anything, it should be 
cheaper than 30 dollars,” 
Pennington said.

He finds the price, 
which is more than most 
movie theaters, to be too 
expensive for watching 
the movie in a non-the-
ater setting.

“...you go to a mov-
ie theater and it’s only 
nine dollars, ten dollars 
and you’re going to a 
movie theater experi-
ence instead of  just sit-
ting at home watching 
it...it should at least be 
lowered down to 20 dol-
lars,” Pennington said.

When asked about 
his thoughts on the 
choice by Disney, soph-
omore Sean Hummel 
was more than a little 
surprised by the price.

“...I mean it’s a 
streaming service so 
you’re paying to get ac-
cess to movies...but the 
30 dollar [paywall]...I 
maybe pay 30 dollars to-
tal with snacks and the 
movie [ticket],” Hum-
mel said.

“I think that is bor-
derline cash gouging, I 
mean, 30 dollars to see 
a movie early?” Hum-
mel said.

Sophomores Kay-
di Daudt and Maddy 
Hickcok both shared the 
opinions held by Pen-
nington and Hummel.

“I feel like 30 dollars 
is kind of  excessive,” 
Hickok said.

Neither of  them were 
very aware of  the “Mu-
lan” remake and both 
expressed little enthusi-
asm for the movie.

“Who really wants 
to watch it that bad 
that they can’t wait 3 
months,” Daudt said.

“...I feel like you 
could probably rent it on 
anything [other stream-
ing services] cheaper 
than that,” Hickok said.

The $30 charge to 
watch the new live-ac-
tion “Mulan” on Dis-
ney+ appears to be too 
expensive for most peo-
ple, and it appears many 
will be waiting for the 
holiday season to watch 
it for free.

“Mulan” 
requires moola

galization because he is 
concerned about individ-
uals using the substance 
for reasons it should not 
be used. The range of  
side effects also concerns 
Weber as some reactions 
to marijuana use can lead 
to less-than-ideal conse-
quences.

Sophomore Macy Due 
said she is somewhat im-
partial to marijuana use. 
She said its medical ben-
efits are especially useful 
for cancer patients, an 
illness that has personally 
affected her life. 

“I wouldn’t partake 

in it but I think if  people 
have the right to do it and 
they want to, if  it hap-
pens, it happens,” Due 
said about recreational 
marijuana use. 

The Nebraska Medi-
cal Marijuana Initiative 
was started in early 2019 
and it has recently gained 
enough signatures to be 
on the 2020 Nebraska 
election ballot. This ini-
tiative would allow the 
sale of  medical marijua-
na in the state of  Nebras-
ka. 

Pennington and Weber 
were unaware that the 

Nebraska Medical Mar-
ijuana Initiative is going 
to be on the ballot this 
year, but Due said she 
knew the initiative would 
be on the ballot. 

When asked about the 
possibility of  the initiative 
passing, Due, Pennington 
and Weber all said the 
outcome would depend 
on who shows up to vote 
on Nov 3. But they all 
said they see it passing 
because of  the precedent 
set by surrounding states 
and the sheer amount of  
signatures already gath-
ered in favor of  the initia-
tive. 

Disney has released the live-
action “Mulan” remake to 
those willing to pay 30 dollars 
for early accessStudents show off their emotional support animals (ESAs). 
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The Doane Owl strives to 
inform, enlighten and enter-
tain students, staff and fac-
ulty while maintaining high 

journalistic standards of 
accuracy and truthfulness. 

The Doane Owl is published 
weekly at under the authority 
of  the Doane College Student 
Media Advisory Board. Circu-
lation is 700 issues per week. 

Single copies are free to Doane 
students, faculty and staff. 
Subscriptions cost $50 per 

semester.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: Meaghan 

Stout, Joey Winton, Abrian-
na Miller, Kylie Hughes, Josh 

Bundy and Riley Souchek.

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.
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- STAFF EDITORIAL - 
Extracurriculars are vital to students

JOEY WINTON
Copy Desk Chief

Joey’s hot takes; poptart flavors

pastry.
Taste is pretty straight for-

ward, it is a fact that there 
are some Poptart flavors that 
are objectively better than 
others.

How good the pastry is 
toasted versus untoasted 
is also a factor because if  a 
Poptart tastes great toasted 
but untoasted is icky, it will 
rank lower than a tart that is 
maybe not as tasty but can 
be enjoyed without needing 
a toaster.

Milk is another factor to 
consider because having a 
glass of  cold milk with a 
Poptart boosts the quality 
of  any flavor by a decent 
amount. If  a Poptart is only 
good with milk, then there’s 
a fundamental problem with 
the taste itself.

The final category is how 
people react when seeing 
you have the Poptart flavor 
in your possession. If  when-
ever a person (whether it be 
friend or stranger) sees you 

S Tier: (The best)- S’mo-
res, Chocolate Chip, Cook-
ies & Creme

A Tier: (Second best)- 
Blueberry, Strawberry, Choc-
olate Fudge, Raspberry

B Tier: (Average)- Cinna-
mon Roll, Brown Sugar Cin-
namon, Strawberry Milk-
shake, Cherry

C Tier: (Below Average)- 
Unfrosted Blueberry, Un-
frosted Strawberry, Choco-
late Mocha, Pumpkin Pie

F Tier: (Garbage)- Jol-
ly Rancher Cherry, Jolly 
Rancher Green Apple, Jolly 
Rancher Watermelon, Un-
frosted Brown Sugar Cinna-
mon

*Note: All rankings are fi-
nal and no amount of  hate/
convincing will change my 
mind

The breakfast pastry that 
is held near and dear to our 
hearts- it’s time Poptarts re-
ceived a ranking of  its fla-
vors.

The criteria for this list is 
broken down into four main 
categories: taste, how good 
the tart is untoasted versus 
toasted, how good the pas-
try is by itself  with no milk 
(because let’s face it, if  you 
don’t drink milk after eating 
Poptarts, what are you even 
doing), the quality of  the 
Poptart when eaten in bites 
versus breaking pieces off  
individually to eat (breaking 
off  pieces of  a Poptart versus 
eating it in bites does make 
a difference, trust me) and 
finally, how much the gen-
eral public seems to like the 

eating the flavor of  Poptart, 
goes up to ask you for a piece 
or starts eyeballing you as if  
to consider how much of  a 
fight it would be to take it 
from you, the score of  that 
flavor will be higher than one 
that does not elicit such reac-
tions from people.

S Tier: The flavors in 
this tier are the best of  the 
best, the cream of  the crop- 
whether toasted or fresh out 
the packaging, whether eaten 
as a whole or in small pieces 
broken off, regardless of  the 
presence of  milk. These are 
the Poptarts that have the 
power to divide families and 
end friendships if  one is not 
careful.

A Tier: These flavors are 
certainly good but there is 
something that holds them 
back from true greatness. It 
could be that the taste isn’t 
as good or maybe eating one 
toasted makes a difference in 
the quality. These are still re-

A weekly rating of random things by Joey Winton

We pay $10,100 for room 
and board at Doane. That is 
a ridiculously large amount 
of  money when every sur-
face in the residence halls is 
covered in bugs. 

In the few short weeks 
I have been at Doane this 
year, I have gotten out of  bed 
in the morning with an extra 
friend on multiple occasions. 
Each time, a spectacularly 
gleaming and healthy cock-
roach or beetle lands on the 
floor with my feet. 

Tell me why we are paying 
so much money when scores 
of  bugs are living here for 
free? If  I sneak in the win-
dow or cracks in the founda-

ABRIANNA MILLER
News Editor

tion, do I get free room and 
board too? 

I understand that Doane 
is probably losing a lot of  
money with the pandemic 
and having to provide addi-
tional technology for faculty 
but come on. I did not come 
to Doane to live with bugs. 

There has to be some 
amount of  money some-
where in the budget to spray 
for bugs. Who knows, Orkin 
may even give Doane a dis-
count for the sheer amount 
of  money the company 
would earn. When I pay Do-
ane for room and board, I 
assume that cost covers pest 
control and prevention. Ap-
parently, my assumptions 
have been wrong.

At this point, I might as 
well camp out on the edge of  
the lake. I would argue there 
would be less bugs under my 
covers if  I did that and may-
be I wouldn’t have to pay ei-
ther. 

I’m just disappointed that 
a school that provides such a 
quality education would al-
low this problem to persist. 
Doane has amazing profes-
sors, resources and curricu-
lum. So why are bugs crawl-
ing out of  every crack?

Luckily, my roommate 
has an ESA cat who likes to 
catch bugs but it is disgusting 

every time she presents me 
with a new find. 

It’s hard to believe but 
my dorm room this year has 
less bugs than my room last 
school year. I watched spi-
ders, crickets, flies, roaches 
and God knows what else 
crawl out of  the A/C unit 
in my old dorm room every 
day. I assumed it was be-
cause my room was located 
in the basement, so low the 
window was functionally 
useless. 

My windows have a 

Unwelcome guests in dorms

The pandemic has taken 
a lot from everyone, forcing 
some to give up what they 
care for. 

It is no secret that adjust-
ments must be made to keep 
everyone safe. Yet, what 
many need to understand 
is that adjusting is not the 
same as  completely forfeit-
ing something.

Right now, especially if  
there is a repeat hold of  extra-
curriculars, the Doane Owl 
believes it is important that 
students adjust and not for-
feit their group involvement 
completely.

Extracurriculars, such as 
clubs, sports and student 
organizations are the foun-
dation of  the college experi-

ence. Not only do they keep 
campus lively, but they are a 
support system for students. 

During this time, more 
than ever, students need a 
support system. 

Mental health among stu-
dents is declining. Socializa-
tion benefits mental health, 
making it more important 
now than ever to stay in (so-

cially distanced) contact 
with others.

So, whether it be meet-
ings outside six feet apart or 
over Zoom, students should 
creatively adjust because 
clubs, sports and student or-
ganizations are what make 
Doane feel like home. 

spectable flavors but not gold 
medal winners.

B Tier: Perfectly average 
is the best way to describe 
the tarts in this tier. If  you 
were to see them in a store, it 
would take some convincing 
for you to buy them unless 
they were on sale. Some-
thing about them is sub-par 
enough to make you only 
want to eat one or two in-
stead of  the entire box, like 
the flavors in the tiers above.

C Tier: The Poptarts that 
inhabit this tier are not hor-
rible but 90 percent of  the 
time, they’re not worth the 
calories. Eating a Poptart 
in this tier makes your taste 
buds tired afterward and is 
almost a chore to do.

F Tier: Any Poptart that 
is sentenced to this tier is 
an abomination and should 
be discontinued at once. If  
someone says they like a pas-
try from this category, keep 
a close eye on them as they 
are likely to be from anoth-
er planet. Taste buds every-
where should be afraid of  
these flavors and subjecting 
someone to eating one of  
these Poptart flavors is a sign 
of  the deepest disrespect.

Again, let me reiterate: 
no amount of  debating with 
me will change my mind, so 
please save yourself  the time 
and energy. You have better 
things to do than argue with 
a college kid about tier lists.

Do you have a topic you 
want me to make a ranking 
of ? Email me at joey.win-
ton@doane.edu with the 
subject line Hot Takes and I 
might write about it!

Photo by Josh Bundy| The Doane Owl

purpose this year, though, 
and the bugs never cease. 
I should not be worrying 
about whether I’m going to 
wake up with a new spider 
bite; I have enough to worry 
about. 

Doane needs to address 
this issue to help students’ 
peace of  mind, to ensure the 
quality of  living and to pro-
vide students with what they 
were expecting to pay for. 

Cartoon by Joey Winton | The Doane Owl 
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

...Thumbs UP

Marijuana 
legalization

Mulan, 
animated

Zoom 
classes

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Snapchat 
update

Poptarts

Doane Student Media wants to hear your thoughts on 

current Doane news, events, and more!

Stay involved by sending us a 

“Letter to the Editor” or submitting your writing to our 

new 

“Minority Voices” section 

that will be located on our newspaper and our website. 

Email meaghan.stout@doane.edu for more information.

FELICITY RAMSEY
Graphic Designer

Since coming back 
to campus, classes have 
been a petri-dish for 
COVID-19, with large 
classes such as choir, 
band and FAKs, activi-
ties like sports, and even 
getting food from the caf-
eteria brings in so many 
students. With that, class-
es and practices have had 
to devise a plan in order 
to stop the spread of  the 
virus by changing to hy-
brid, moving online and 
for some, taking the class 
outside. 

Even with the weather 
being as hot as it has been, 
it is so nice to be outside 
rather than cooped up in 
a classroom. This week 
looks promising with an 
amazing cold front wait-
ing for us but most of  
us know how Nebraska 
weather is; if  not, you 
might just find out soon. 

Living in Nebraska has 
always been a series of  
twists and turns, some-
times we think we’ll have 
a chance of  snow but end 
up with 80° weather, oth-
er times it’s the exact op-
posite. 

With classes moving 
outside, my choir class 
chose to take the oppor-
tunity to use the space we 
have on the grounds to 
keep singing together as 
a whole choir. Our first 
few choir meets were in 
the sun behind commu-
nications while we tried 
to figure out the best spot 
to have class since we 
split into Heckman and 
the choir room for half  
of  class before going out-
side. 

Now, we use Cassel 
Theatre for our practic-
es and that has had so 
much more shade but 
the bugs have been worse 
than ever. I’ve had a few 

end up in my mask while 
singing and it is such a 
weird feeling, trying to 
clean them out is also an 
issue. But hopefully with 
the weather changing, 
they won’t be much of  an 
issue. 

I will say this is the 
best way to go about deal-
ing with such a big group 
during the pandemic. 
Everything can’t be per-
fect but we are making 
the best use of  what we 
have and I know that the 
professors also feel the ef-
fects of  it too.

Even with the weather, 
I am very glad to be back 
with the choir and sing-
ing like before, no matter 
if  the bugs are distract-
ing or the sun is beaming 
right down on our heads. 
I wouldn’t change a 
thing. I can’t wait for the 
weather to change and to 
continue singing with my 
group.

Outside classes 
face challenges

Friends are fun, COVID is not
When asked “Why do 

you love Doane?”, most 
students will respond 
with something to the 
degree of  “the people”. 
Starting in August, many 
upperclassmen started re-
connecting with friends 
they have not seen for six 
months. No one is deny-
ing the fact that we, the 
students, are excited to be 
back on campus.

Yet, we should make 

SARAH DALY
Multimedia
Coordinator

sure we know there is a 
level of  responsibility we, 
as students, have to take 
precautions so we can 
stay on campus. We have 
heard and seen the hor-
ror stories of  universities 
across the country clos-
ing down after two weeks 
because students did not 
take COVID seriously. 
Do you really want to be 
another headline? 

Please do some self-re-
flection and see if  you 
think that girls’ trip next 
weekend is necessary. Try 
to do one trip to the gro-

cery store for your suite/
quad. Instead of  going 
out to the bars, invite your 
friends for a Netflix Par-
ty. Go on a socially-dis-
tanced picnic. I know it is 
not the ideal semester but 
think of  what we can do 
in the Spring Semester if  
we do our best now. 

Wear a mask now so 
we can cross the bridge 
during Weeks of  the 
Greeks. Wash your hands 
now so we can watch and 
play spring sports. Do not 
go out now so we can all 
watch the canoe races on 

It’s a fact: Nebraskans 
read newspapers

Nebraska newspapers 
and their digital 
platforms reach 

Nebraska households 
>>>>

61% Last 24
 Hours

77% Last Week

84% Last M
onth

*76% say 

newspapers are
 

their #1 so
urce 

of local ne
ws!!

Learn more: www.nebpress.com

College students often 
don’t have time to cook 
but in Crete, it is often 
either to cook or grab a 
snack to eat for busy stu-
dents.

Many students will 
remember the pain of  
not-so-long-ago when 
there was supposed to be 
a McDonald’s coming 
to Crete. This suppos-
edly broke down in the 
last stages and is a sore 
reminder to many of  the 
lack of  food options that 
Crete has to offer. 

Crete is by no means 
a big town but with a 
college campus, there is 
an immediate demand 
for fast food. With the 
limited options that are 
available for students 
looking to get a meal in 
between their responsibil-
ities, there is a clear need 
for more options for stu-
dents.

When I was still in 
high school looking for 
colleges to attend, I nev-
er really considered the 
food options that were 
available to me. After be-
ing in Crete for over three 
years, I can say that it is 
something I definitely 
should’ve considered. I 
enjoy Dairy Queen and 
De Leon’s as much as 
anyone else but when 
you only have a handful 
of  options, you begin to 
get sick of  them. 

When I go home for 
the summer, I can’t go to 

Dairy Queen because I 
cannot eat it after two se-
mesters of  going there on 
a regular basis.  

Many students have 
noticed that Cristina’s is 
occupying what used to 
be a Sonic, one of  my 
favorite fast-food restau-
rants. 

Students can’t always 
drive to Lincoln just to 
get some food. And for 
many students on cam-
pus, they get sick of  the 
cafeteria food quickly- I 
know I did. 

Doane can certainly 
have a say in this mat-
ter, as almost all of  the 
other schools I looked at 
had food options either 
on campus or nearby. 
Additionally, for some 
schools, there was an 

ability to use their equiv-
alent of  Doane dollars at 
local restaurants. 

If  Doane was to imple-
ment a system like this, 
it would not only bene-
fit Doane by potentially 
bringing in more students 
but it would also help out 
some local restaurants in 
town. 

At the end of  the day, 
students cannot be ex-
pected to enjoy only hav-
ing a handful of  options 
for food. We deserve to 
have options and enjoy 
the food in the town that 
we go to school in. That 
is not to say that the food 
options here are bad but 
it certainly wouldn’t hurt 
to have a few more op-
tions for students.

JOSH BUNDY
Managing Editor

Going hungry

Cartoon by Joey Winton | The Doane Owl 

Photo by Meaghan Stout | The 
Doane Owl 

Signs to promote distancing are hung 
across campus within builidngs. 

Stop Day.
To be “Tigers Togeth-

er”, we have to hold each 
other accountable. It is 
our duty to our profes-
sors and to each other 
to do all we can to eradi-
cate COVID-19 from our 
campus. Before you go 
to that party off-campus 
next weekend with 30 of  
your “closest” friends, 
please consider the risk. 
The risk to your friends’ 
lives, your life and the 
lives of  all the people 
you come in contact with 
back on campus. 

Students practice activities outside in Cassel to follow social dis-
tancing guidelines.

Photo by Luke Urbonavicius| The Doane Owl 
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Women’s soccer hopeful despite loss
JOSH BUNDY

Managing Editor

The Doane women’s 
soccer team opened their 
season at Bellevue Uni-
versity on Saturday, los-
ing the matchup 0-5. 

It was the first time 
since 2014 that the two 
teams had played each 
other.

Bellevue was up 2-0 at 
halftime with goals from 
Marilia Lages and Cola 
Bielski. The second half  
wouldn’t get any easi-
er for the Tigers as they 
gave up three more goals. 
Goals in the second half  
came from Bielski, Sinai 
Bernal and Kaycee Driv-
er.

Junior Danielle Du-
bovy recorded five saves 
throughout the game. 
Bellevue outshot Doane 
14-4 over the contest.

 Despite the out-
come, many players were 
just happy to be on the 
field. 

Sophomore Payton 
Schelin was happy to 
play for the first time in 
nearly five months. 

“All of  the odds were 
against us and the fact 

we even got to have one 
game was amazing. This 
whole COVID scenario 
makes me appreciate the 
sport so much more and 
makes me feel so blessed 
that I could even play,” 
Schelin said.

Fellow sophomore 
Jenna Tardiff  echoed 
Schelin’s comments, say-
ing that it was nice to be 
able to forget about ev-
erything and just play.

“Throughout the cra-
zy pandemic we’ve been 
stuck in, it was nice to 
forget for 90 minutes and 
play with the intention 
that we might not be able 
to for a long time,” Tar-
diff  said.

Something new for 
the players is the new im-
plementation of  limited 
fan sections. Schelin not-
ed how different it was, 
with the few fans they 
had were wearing masks 
and socially distancing.

“It’s a little different 
since no one really cheers 
anymore but it felt good 
to have some supportive 
fans,” Schelin said.

Tardiff  also noted that 
there were no bleachers 
present, so the fans that 
were at the game were 

spread out around the 
field so there was no sin-
gle point of  cheering like 
normal. 

Tardiff  mentioned 
how well their freshmen 
have jumped into the 
team, with their lack of  
nerves and willingness to 
give it their all.

“I think that our new 
players have done a great 
job of  not having those 
first-year/first game 
nerves to where they al-
ready look like seasoned 
players on the pitch 
[...] our freshman this 
year have done a great 
job overcoming those 
nerves,” Tardiff  said.

Both Schelin and Tar-
diff  praised the team on 
their work rate, saying 
how well the team pres-
sures the opponents as a 
whole. They also stated 
the speed of  the fresh-
man and how beneficial 
it is to have them on the 
team.

Doane will return 
home for their next 
game on Sunday, Sept. 
13 against Dakota Wes-
leyan. 

Meet returning coach Ryan Baumgartner
SARAH DALY
Multimedia
Coordinator
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Students concerned about Haddix closure
LUKE 

URBONAVICIUS
Content Producer

Courtesy photo | Archives

Despite their 5-0 loss against Bellevue, the women’s soccer team is still taking posi-
tives from their loss. They return to action on Sept. 13, taking on Dakota Wesleyan in 
their home opener.

The Doane Athlet-
ics staff  welcomes back 
Coach Ryan Baumgart-
ner, who will be start-
ing his second year with 

the women’s basketball 
team. 

As the Head Women’s 
Basketball Coach, he 
will be joined by Gene 
Steinmeyer (first-season 
Assistant Coach), Bailey 
Heinen-Colby (first-sea-
son Graduate Assistant) 
and Hannah Delabarre 
(fourth-season Student 
Assistant). 

Originally from Holy-
oke, Colorado, Coach 
Baumgartner came to 
Doane as a student in 
2010. Baumgartner 
earned his Bachelor’s 
degree in Business Ad-
ministration and Mas-
ter’s degree in Business 
Management at Doane 
University, in addition 
to playing for the Men’s 
Basketball team.

While completing 
his Graduate degree, 
Baumgartner was in-
volved with the men’s 
and women’s basketball 
teams. 

“I haven’t left since I 
came out here in 2010. 

I think that shows how 
special of  a place that 
Doane is and the people 
that are on this campus,” 
Baumgartner said. 

Coach Baumgartner 
started playing basketball 
around the age of  two 
and discovered his love 
for competition through 
sports. Baumgartner 
heavily believes in using 
sports to teach life les-
sons. He has been a part 
of  athletics from a young 
age and sees the benefits 
of  it with young minds. 

“Many of  the guys 
that my Dad coached at 
the high school level as I 
was growing up were al-
ways role models to me 
in my younger years,” 
Baumgartner said. 

Baumgartner has 
three seniors on the team 
this year. He is looking 
forward to having a fresh 
start and a full season 
with a group of  athletes 
that are excited to com-
pete and to be coached.

“Be thankful for each 

During Doane’s tem-
porary shutdown of  ex-
tracurricular activities 
and suspension of  group 
activities, many students 
were left with nothing 
to do. Routine was wel-
comed back into many 
students’ lives and then 
taken away almost just 
as quickly. 

One such student was 
Rebecca Jerina, a senior 
studying Exercise Sci-
ence here at Doane. 

Living in Crete and 
recalling to when class-
es were moved online in 
March, Jerina was taken 
back by the closures Do-
ane enforced. 

“The initial shock 
wasn’t as bad, as I had 
been living the entire 
summer in quarantine, 
but it was the speed of  
how it happened that 
bothered me” said Jeri-
na. 

With a campus clo-
sure happening only a 
week into classes, con-
cerns over the rest of  
the semester were prior-
itized. The essential re-
sources that Doane had 
been providing were sud-
denly taken away. 

Jerina had said one of  
these essential resources 
was Haddix. 

“Many students don’t 
have the time or mon-
ey for a different place 
to work out. The added 
stress of  having to find a 
new outlet for a release 
of  energy or having a 
good workout isn’t help-
ing the community at all 
during these times,” Jer-
ina said 

She recalled a time 

during the postpone-
ment where she felt un-
comfortable and times 
unsafe having to leave 
campus for a workout. 

“I was going on a run 
off-campus and noticed 
the same car, multiple 
times, where I had been 
running. It wasn’t even 
dark out yet. The car 
seemed to be trailing me 

at times so I headed in 
the direction of  campus 
and eventually the car 
had disappeared,” Jerina 
said.

 Though, she stated, 
the scenario might’ve 
still happened if  Haddix 
was open. It’s the fact 
that it wasn’t and she had 
to find that alternative 
that led to the incident. 

Students were con-
cerned about having the 
availability of  a resource 
that they are paying 
for taken away without 
group consensus of  the 
campus and the future of  
the programs that they’re 
involved in. 

Jerina and many other 
students expect Doane to 
provide an alternative if  
the weight room isn’t ac-
cessible. 

“I’m paying for it, 
and I understand why it 
(Haddix) had to be shut 
down, but there has to be 
an alternative in place. 
Some kind of  plan B or 
C. Otherwise what’s the 
point of  paying for it,” 
said Jerina.

With many student 
athletes and non-student 
athletes alike utilizing 
Haddix and other cam-
pus resources, they are 
concerned with what 
they’re paying for and 
who gets to make the de-
cisions on what they can 
and can’t use. 

day that you get to be on 
campus, as a student and 
as an athlete, especially 
in times like today. Your 
time here at Doane will 
go by in the blink of  an 
eye so each chance you 
get to go to class, be 
around your peers and 
compete in the class-

room and on the playing 
field,” Baumgartner said 
to underclassmen. 

We wish the Women’s 
Basketball team a safe 
and successful season 
and good luck to Coach 
Baumgartner and his 
support staff.
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Some students have expressed concerns in finding alternatives to Haddix for fitness, with few options available in 
Crete for students to use and pay for.


