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Tigers start indoor track 
season with a bang
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Freshman Madison Freese shotputs at the Scott Nisely Memo-
rial Classic on Saturday. 
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A school record was bro-
ken, top marks were post-
ed and three athletes were 
named athlete of  the week 
to begin the indoor track 
season for the Tigers. 

Senior Kate Grint broke 
the school record in the 
women’s weight throw with 
a mark of  18.64 m/61-02.00  
at the Scott Nisely Memori-
al Classic on Saturday. The 
previous record was made 
by Grint last year at the in-
door national competition. 

Grint posted the top 
mark in the National As-
sociation for Intercollegiate 
Athletics in the women’s 
shot put with a throw of  
14.47 m/47-05.75 as well. 

Senior Alexis Dale also 
posted the top mark in the 
NAIA in the women’s high 
jump with a height of  1.74 
m/5-08.5 on Saturday. Dale 
has won the women’s high 
jump in the last three meets 
the Tigers have competed 
at. 

Freshman Tyce Truza 
matched his leading NAIA 
mark in the men’s pole vault 

with a 5.05m/16-06.75 
vault which he first posted 
at the Ward Haylett Invita-
tional.

Sophomore Jacob Heit-
kamp jumped 2.10m/6-
10.75 in the men’s high 
jump on Saturday which 
puts him third in the NAIA. 
Heitkamp won the event on 
Saturday with that jump.

The Great Plains Athlet-
ic Conference named their 
first indoor track athletes-
of-the-week last week, with 
three of  them being Tigers. 

Grint was named the 
women’s field athlete-of-
the-week for having top 
throws in the NAIA in both 
shot put and weight throw. 
Her shot put mark sits at 
number one in the NAIA 
and weight throw mark is 
number four. 

Truza was named men’s 
field event athlete-of-the-
week for winning the pole 
vault in his first collegiate 
meet at the Ward Haylett 
Invitational at Doane. His 
height was the top mark in 
the GPAC and NAIA. 

Freshman Jordan Tasler 
was named men’s track 
athlete-of-the-week for 

his 1:23.93 time in the 
600-meter run which is the 
second-fastest time in the 
GPAC. 

Tasler also won the 
600-meter run at his first 
collegiate meet at the 2019 
Bulldog Early Bird Meet 
at Concordia University in 
December. 

Other athletes earning 
top placings at meets in-
clude:

Alec Wick - junior, first in 
the men’s mile run at Scott 
Nisely Memorial Classic, 
first in the men’s 3000-meter 
run at Ward Haylett Invita-
tional.

Ajack Waikur - fresh-
man, first in the men’s tri-
ple jump and second in the 
men’s high jump and long 
jump at Scott Nisely Me-
morial Classic, first in men’s 
high jump, long jump and 
triple jump at Ward Haylett 
Invitational.

Annika Pingel - sopho-
more, second in the wom-
en’s 600-meter run at Scott 
Nisely Memorial Classic, 
first in the women’s 600-me-
ter run at Ward Haylett In-
vitational.

Madison Muma - fresh-

The Doane cheer team 
placed second at their home 
competition Sunday eve-
ning with a score of  64.50.

Midland won the Doane 
Invite after posting a score 
of  81.25. The Tigers were 
able to out-score third-place 
Concordia who had 56.50, 
as well as Hastings who 
earned a 42.13.

According to Doane Ath-
letics, the cheer team scored 
well in their pyramids, bas-
ket tosses and their jumps. 

This score puts them at 
ninth in the nation for av-

erage scores so far this year 
according to the National 
Association of  Intercolle-
giate Athletics website.

While the team may not 
have gotten the same result 
as last year, they were ex-
cited about how they per-
formed. 

Head Coach Ashley 
Lyon was happy to see that 
the team came out with a 
lot of  confidence.

In a previous interview 
with senior captain Taylor 
Mitchell, she mentioned 
that confidence was a key 
issue that she hopes the 
team can improve upon this 
year. 

Cheer places second
“A lot of  cheerleading 

is very mental,” Mitchell 
said. “You just have to push 
through it and trust your 
teammates.” 

Sophomore Brianna In-
galls was glad that the team 
was able to place second 
and get the first competition 
out of  the way. 

“I think we need to con-
tinue to improve not being 
afraid on the mat,” Ingalls 
said, “But it’s bittersweet 
that we were able to get sec-
ond.”

The team will look ahead 
to their next competition at 
Hastings on Wednesday at 
7 p.m. 

Dance defends home court

Women’s basketball rebuilds
The women’s basket-

ball team has yet to win a 
game in the Great Plains 
Athletic Conference this 
season and finds itself  sit-
ting in last place with its 
0-13 record.

Since the beginning 
of  December, the team’s 
only win this season was 
against non-conference 
opponent Haskell Indian 
Nations University back 
in November 2019. Af-
ter that win the team has 
lost eight straight GPAC 
matches.

Interim Head Coach 
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Baumgartner appreciates 
the toughness of  the GPAC 
for their team. 

With half  of  the confer-
ence ranked in the top 15, 
“Every game is a great op-
portunity to play against the 
best players and coaches in 
the country at this level,” 
he said. “You never have 
a night off  and have to be 
ready to play each and ev-
ery night.” 

Baumgartner took over 
the Tigers in November 
2019 after the resignation 
of  Head Coach Sheronda 
Powell according to Doane 
Athletics. 

He is currently 1-9 since 
taking over. 

Senior guard Chey-

enne Ostrander praised 
Baumgartner for the chang-
es he’s made since taking 
over. 

“Coach Baumgartner has 
really helped us build a sol-
id foundation both on and 
off  the court,” Ostrander 
said. “He has done a really 
good job at keeping us ac-
countable not only as play-
ers of  the game but also as 
students and people with-
in the community. Coach 
Baumgartner has been a big 
blessing to this team and we 
are very thankful for him.”

According to Baumgart-
ner, the biggest change the 
team has made since he 
took over is changing to a 
man-to-man defense. With 

the change in tactics and 
coaching, he says obstacles 
are to be expected. 

However, he credits the 
team’s willingness and re-
ceptiveness to doing things 
different made the transi-
tion much easier.

Looking back on the first 
half  of  GPAC play, Os-
trander was happy to see 
that her teammates never 
gave up. Even if  the team 
is down by a fair amount of  
points at halftime, they con-
tinue to fight until the last 
buzzer.

According to Ostrander, 
one key for the team to do 
well in these final 9 matches 
is to focus in the first half  of  
the game. 

“We all need to have 
more confidence in our-
selves and know that we can 
beat any opponent when we 
do what we are supposed to 
do,” Ostrander said.

Baumgartner is hoping 
to have a healthy squad go-
ing into the backstretch of  
games as depth would be 
very beneficial for the team. 

On the court, he is hop-
ing the team can continue 
to improve taking care of  
the ball and valuing every 
offensive possession. 

“The effort is always 
there, it is more of  the men-
tal aspect that we are focus-
ing on from a basketball 
standpoint,” Baumgartner 
said.

Doane’s dance team cel-
ebrated a championship 
performance at the Doane 
Invite with a score of  74.85 
after performing their new 
routine with a theme of  
marriage for the first time.

The Tigers defeated sec-
ond-place Concordia who 
had a score of  58.05 and 
third place York who scored 
35.60. 

The team was able to 
showcase its competition 
routine for the first time this 
season and are happy with 
the result. 
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Senior Hannah Alfree 
was excited because the 
team came in not knowing 
what to expect from the 
other teams since this was 
their first competition. 

“We haven’t seen what 
the other teams could do,” 
says Alfree. “But we came 
in doing our best and we 
came out on top.”

Head Coach Ashley 
Lyon was excited to see the 
team do so well. She said 
she was happy to see the 
way the team has bought 
into the wedding theme of  
their new routine. 

“I don’t know if  they re-
ally understood it right away 

when I pitched [the theme] 
to them,” says Lyon. “But 
I think now it was the right 
choice.”

The Tigers’ score puts 
them at second in the nation 
for average score at compe-
tition according to the cur-
rent National Association 
of  Intercollegiate Athletics 
website rankings. 

The score also was a 
slight improvement from 
their average score last year 
which earned them a bid to 
the national championship. 

To get back to the nation-
al championship, they will 
need to be in the top twelve 
based on their average score 

at competitions or they will 
need to win the NAIA re-
gional qualifier. 

The team will continue 
to perform the same routine 
at their remaining six com-
petitions. 

Coach Lyon said they 
may make minor tweaks to 
the performance to help im-
prove upon the score based 
on feedback from the judg-
es as well as from what she 
sees in competitions.

Freshman Kelsey Brady
performing during the 
Dance team’s victory on 
Sunday.


