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Laib, Grixby and Roberts claim senator titles

Students disconnected 
from tragic national event

Emily Roberts Will GrixbyMandi Laib

Fourteen freshmen ran 
in the Student Congress 
elections last week to fill 
three open senator posi-
tions. 

On the evening of  Sept. 
10, votes were counted 
and the results were re-
leased in an all campus 
e-mail. 

This year’s freshmen 
senators are Emily Rob-
erts, Mandi Laib and Will 
Grixby. 

The three freshmen 
senators will take on all 
Student Congress respon-
sibilities such as going to 
and being involved in the 
weekly meetings. 

The new members of  
Student Congress will 
also be required to serve 
on a community develop-
ment, environmental or 
food committee. 

Freshmen senators 
will also plan and attend 
events like the Student 

Congress Leadership 
Gala, Student Appreci-
ation Dinner, Stop Day 
and more, Student Con-
gress President Mady Vo-
gel said.

Emily Roberts said 
she has several goals 
she wants to accomplish 
while serving in Doane 
Student Congress. 

One of  her goals is to 
decrease the amount of  
food waste in the cafe-
teria by adding compost 
and recycling bins. 

She hopes this will not 
only better the school, 
but also educate students 
about how to reduce their 
footprint. 

Roberts is looking for-
ward to serving on the en-
vironmental committee.

“I’m very open to hear-
ing everyone’s ideas and 
would love to be able to 
help people get their voic-
es heard about any issues 
they find important to 
them individually or that 
could be a campus wide 

concern,” Roberts said.
Roberts said she has 

made many new friends 
since coming to Doane 
and hopes to give back 
to them and all other stu-
dents through her posi-
tion in Student Congress.

Mandi Laib said her 
goals for her time in Stu-
dent Congress include 
bringing the Doane com-
munity together often 
and in ways where the 
students can connect 

with and support one an-
other and the school as a 
whole. She wishes to fa-
cilitate an inclusive envi-
ronment where students 
can be themselves.

“I really welcome all 
people and want to get to 
know them as their true 
selves,” Laib said. “I want 
to know what they care 
about and really make a 
connection with them.”

Laib did not run for 
student council or con-

gress in high school but 
was inspired to at Doane 
to get more involved after 
meeting other involved 
students. 

She has enjoyed meet-
ing people from lots of  
different kinds of  people 
from a variety of  places 
here and so far has had a 
great Doane experience. 

Grixby ran for a posi-
tion in Student Congress 
because he believes his 
high energy would be an 

asset to Doane. 
“My favorite thing 

about Doane so far is see-
ing how openly friendly 
and supportive people are 
to people that they really 
don’t know yet,” Grixby 
said.

Since this is the larg-
est freshman class Doane 
has seen in 147 years, the 
number of  candidates 
who ran this year was 
nearly three times higher 
than last year’s number. 

“I’m very open to 
hearing everyone’s 
ideas and would 
love to be able to 
help people get 
their voices heard 
about any issues 
they find important 
to them individu-
ally or that could 
be a campus wide 
concern.”

EMILY ROBERTS
Newly-elected StuCo Senator

Senior Jackson Bates was chosen 
out of  over 200 applicants to study 
climate change in a hands-on intern-
ship in the national park home to 
North America’s tallest peak. 

He worked in terrains of  conifer 
forests and the tundra and assisted in 
collecting and recording data about 
five rare species found at Denali Na-
tional Park to understand how al-
pine animal species in the park are 
responding to climate change. He 
studied climate change in a place 
where climate change is having a 
strong impact.

Bates worked as a field assistant 
for a graduate student at the Univer-
sity of  Montana. 

During the internship, Bates 
hiked approximately 15 miles a day 
and collected data about the ptarmi-
gan (a type of  bird), collared pika, 
marmot, arctic ground squirrel and 
dall sheep to see where they lived 
and if, or how, they are migrating in 
response to their climate changing. 

He would record any sign of  the 
animal species including scat, bur-
rows and sightings of  the individ-
uals. They would also use acoustic 
identification to record species by 
listening for marmot and pika calls. 

Bates found this internship online 
and brought it to associate professor 
of  biology Ramesh Laungani to see if  
it was a good fit for him. 

Bates said that Laungani got him 

Bates recieves rare 
internship at Denali 
National Park 

Jackson Bates stands with antler in Denali Na-
tional Park. He had an internship there study-
ing the impacts of climate change on different 
species that live in that area.
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September 11, 2001 was 
an extremely important 
date for our country, but 
there is a stronger discon-
nect for students of  Doane 
than in previous years. 

In a survey sent to Do-
ane students, the question, 
“Do you think that it is im-
portant to know what hap-
pened on this date?” was 
posed. 

92.7% said yes. 
7.3% said maybe. 
This event happened 18 

years ago, which means 
that some Doane students 
weren’t alive or were too 
young to understand what 
was happening when this 
event shook our nation.

Doane history profes-
sor Kim Jarvis teaches a 
class called United States 
and the Middle East and 
says that she integrates this 
event very heavily in this 
class because it is an im-
portant event. 

“It was a defining mo-
ment in our country’s his-
tory,” she said. 

Jarvis has been teaching 
the class since she moved 
from Connecticut. She was 
personally impacted by this 
event, but when she came 

and taught she noticed even 
then that there was a slight 
disconnect even because of  
the geographical distance. 

More recently, though, 
she has noticed that students 
in her class had a stronger 
disconnect because they are 
simply not old enough to re-
member the events as they 
happened. They hear about 
it through the news that 
brings the event up every 
year around this time. 

“For many students, it’s 
just history,” Jarvis said. 

The survey sent to stu-
dents showed just how 
much disconnect there is for 
some. 

When asked how many 
planes were involved in the 
9/11 attacks 63.4% said 
four, 19.5% said two and 
17.1% said three. 

When asked how many 
locations were attacked on 
this date 51.2% said two, 
41.5% said three and 7.3% 
said four. 

When asked what ex-
tremist group was associat-
ed with the attacks 80.5% 
said al-Qaida, 12.2% said 
Taliban and 7.3% said ISIS. 

There are some students 
that do feel strongly that it 
is important to know and 
remember what happened 

on this date. 
Responses of  why they 

feel it is important to re-
member include:

• “First and foremost 
because those people who 
died deserve to be remem-
bered. Second, if  we get too 
comfortable as a country, 
we start believing that we 
are invincible, which we are 
not.”

• “This date is extremely 
significant in United States 
history. I personally have 
visited the memorials of  the 
events that took place on 
this date and [felt] the emo-
tional feeling. The impact 
stays with you forever. I may 
not have been old enough to 
understand the event at the 
time, but I do now.”

• “Like any historical 
event, it is important to re-
member and learn from. 
However, the meaning of  
the event is beginning to 
change for people. For peo-
ple who were born after 
9/11 and didn’t know any-
one involved in it, it has be-
come just another point in 
history.”

For some, though, they 
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Condom club comes to Doane

Student goes to Africa, researches sharks
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Condoms, lube and 
more sexual wellness 
items and tips will be 
available to students with 
a free subscription to the 
Condom Club. 

“I think it’s a good 
idea,” said sophomore 
Ceci Barr. “Safety is defi-
nitely important.”

The Condom Club is 
hoping to take on sub-
scribers mid-October and 
provide free and discreet 
items and tips for safe sex 
said Suzannah Rogan. 

Barr believes that this 
will positively impact the 
Doane community. 

Students can subscribe 
to the Condom Club and 
recieve a variety of  sex-
ual wellness items such 
as lube, condoms, dental 
dams and more as well 
as tips for safe sex. The 

Condom Club will deliv-
er monthly orders or one-
time orders to student 
mailboxes on campus, 
said Rogan. A form will 
be placed in the student 
mailboxes including a 
questionnaire about sex-
ual practices so orders 
can cater to individual 
lifestyles. Students can 
also manage subscrip-
tions through this form 
by re-submitting it to in-
crease or decrease the 
amount of  products in 
the order, putting the 
subscription on hold and 
canceling subscriptions. 

“According to our Na-
tional College Health As-
sessment Data, we know 
that students do not use 
condoms as much as 
they should on campus,” 
said Rogan. “By provid-
ing a discreet and private 
membership, people do 
not have to deal with stig-

ma or embarrassment of  
purchasing condoms or 
having someone see them 
purchase condoms.”

Condom Club is a ser-
vice of  Generation Sex-
ual Health and Political 
Change (GSHPC) at Do-
ane. President, Nell Pip-
er, and Vice President, 
Leo Mora, believed that 
bringing the Condom 
Club to campus will im-
prove students sexual 
health and knowledge 
about safe sex. Piper and 
Mora were immediately 
interested in the Condom 
Club because of  how well 
it falls in line with the 
mission of  GSHPC. 

“Our anticipated 
launch date for the form 
is mid-October and we 
are hoping for our first 
mailbox delivery to be at 
the end of  October,” said 
Rogan. “However, we do 
understand that some-

times things do not go as 
planned, but we promise 
to be as transparent as 
possible if  we run into a 
snag at all.”

Student subscriptions 
to the Condom Club are 

free. GSHPC has their 
own budget as an orga-
nization but is also plan-
ning to partner with Well-
ness and request special 
allocations from Student 
Congress to fund the 

Condom Club, said Ro-
gan

“At the end of  the day, 
we just want to ensure 
that students are having 
safe, consensual sex,” 
said Rogan.

Doane senior Alec Pip-
er went face to face with 
sharks in Mossel Bay, South 
Africa. 

He is back at Doane and 
shares his experience of  a 
once in a lifetime intern-
ship. 

“This was such a change 
from being in school where 
I was subjected to a few 
experiments and mostly 
coursework rather than ac-
tually being out in the field, 
collecting data and doing 
amazing research. It was a 
fantastic experience,” Piper 
said. 

Piper’s research included 
sharks, biodiversity and oth-
er organisms in Mossel Bay. 

He studied white shark 
populations while he was 
there. He recorded charac-
teristics in size, gender and 
reported any deformities 
including damaged dorsal 
fins. 

He also identified pig-
mentation on the sharks 
which helps identify a shark. 

While he was there, he 
also participated in a study 
with benthic sharks to deter-
mine parasitic loads of  each 
species. 

Sharks were not the only 
animals Piper worked with 
during this internship. 

He also helped track dol-
phins and whales.

Using a theodolite, he 
assisted in tracking and re-
cording the coordinates of  
the marine mammals that 
were in the area. With data 
from the coordinates they 
were able to see where the 
marine species tended to 
stay and how they used the 
bay. 

Piper participated in bio-
diversity tests using a re-
mote operated vehicle that 
is essentially an underwater 
drone. 

“I piloted the drone over 
refs and recorded footage of  
the reef,” Piper said. 

They would then upload 
the video on a computer 
and identify the species in 
the reef. 

“This is beneficial be-

cause we were able to mon-
itor the reef ’s health and 
identify invasive species,” 
Piper said. 

Not only did he work 
with organisms and life, he 
also collected micro plastics 

along the coast to analyze 
how much plastic is in Mos-
sel Bay. 

“We collected the micro 
plastic from the coast, then 
transported it from the troll, 
let it dry and sifted the or-
ganic material out of  the 

sample and counted the mi-
cro plastics,” Piper said.

Piper used many Doane 
resources to attain and fulfil 
this internship. 

He was introduced to this 
internship from his advisor 
Russ Souchek and used the 

College to Career Center as 
well. He worked with the 
Business Office to use his 
travel grant, also. 

“My favorite part of  the 
internship was being in the 
field doing research. To me, 
it was not work,” Piper said. 
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were affected personally 
and will never forget this 
event, even if  they were 
young. 

This event was a crucial 
turning point in our coun-
try’s national security, for-
eign policy and economy, 
but for some it is becoming 
just something they learn 
about in a history book.

Bates|FROM PAGE 1

interested in how bio-
diversity is affecting cli-
mate change, and vice 
versa, and that this in-
ternship was the perfect 
opportunity for him.

“I got pretty lucky 
in finding it (the intern-
ship),” Bates said. 

Laungani recom-
mended Bates for this 
internship. 

“I was recommending 
Jackson because I saw 
him do science (in his 
classes) and that’s what 
is important in that po-
sition,” Laungani said. 
“There was no hesitation 
in recommending Jack-
son enthusiastically.”

Laungani said that 
he sees Jackson com-
ing back and wanting 
to make progress on his 
senior project and that 
he is mapping details 
that he is doing now by 
instinct were probably 
magnified by his experi-
ence in Denali.

“He is able to artic-

ulate the realities of  cli-
mate change more in a 
way other students who 
haven’t had this experi-
ence can’t,” Laungani 
said. 

In an article released 
on the Doane Universi-
ty website about Bates’ 
internship, professor of  
environmental science 
professor Russ Souchek 
also commented on this 
opportunity for Bates. 

“His experience this 
summer has allowed 
him to apply what he is 
doing in the classroom, 
experiencing the impacts 
of  climate change in the 
real world and its impact 
on habitats, wildlife and 
the citizens of  Alaska,” 
Souchek said. 

Bates will graduate in 
December after present-
ing his senior research 
project, which also in-
volves climate change. 
He wants to continue to 
study ecology after grad-
uation. 

Jackson Bates hikes during a snowfall during his internship. 
Bates experienced the many different ecosystems that 
Denali National Park has to offer. 

Courtesy photo | Jackson Bates 

Alec Piper stands in the interridal zone (left) where he did biodiversity research and holds a pyjama shark (right) 
when looking at parasites on benthic sharks.

Courtesy photos | Alec Piper
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The Condom Club will be providing subscriptions which will give students free monthly access 
to sexual wellness items and knowledge.














