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(Left) Timothy Burge provides insight on topics brought up during the discussion. (Right) Junior Celeste Galvan takes notes during the discussion. 
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English declared official language of US

On March 1, President 
Donald Trump signed an 
executive order formal-
ly declaring English as 
the official language of  
the United States. “The 
text of  the executive or-
der rescinds a previous 
Bill Clinton-era executive 
order signed in 2000,” 
said Timothy Burge, di-
rector of  international 
programs at Doane. That 
order had been issued to 
improve the ability and 
access of  non-English 

speakers in federal spac-
es. Despite this, many 
were surprised to find 
that English was not the 
official language of  the 
United States. In fact, in 
1780, Congress rejected a 
proposal to designate it as 
such, calling it “undemo-
cratic and a threat to indi-
vidual liberty.” 

However, Timothy 
Burge doesn’t see a way 
for this order to impact 
students. “For example, 
[the order] does not re-
quire businesses to oper-
ate in English, nor does 
it require schools to in-
struct students in a par-
ticular language,” Burge 
said. “This also does not 
impact any laws that indi-

vidual states might have 
for offering state and lo-
cal level services in mul-
tiple languages.” 

Doane has already es-
tablished a requirement 
for a certain level of  En-
glish proficiency among 
its students. International 
students are also required 
“to demonstrate English 
language proficiency 
by taking an approved 
standardized test if  they 
come from a non-English 
language speaking coun-
try,” according to Burge. 
Those practices remain 
unchanged by this order.

While Burge believes 
this will not impact stu-
dents, Joshua Pope, 
professor of  Spanish 

and department chair 
of  Modern Languages, 
thinks this could deval-
ue languages other than 
English. “For example, 
if  the U.S. makes English 
an official language but 
not Spanish, it is showing 
more value for English 
than Spanish,” Pope said. 
More than 56 million 
Americans have some 
proficiency in Spanish, 
which is more than in any 
country except Mexico.

 “Having English as a 
national official language 
may devalue other lan-
guages to the point where 
it could create a barrier 
to language programs,” 
Pope said. This was 
something which Burge 

had also theorized about. 
“The biggest impacts will 
likely be outside of  our 
nation’s university com-
munities, such as with 
immigrants or refugees 
who have resettled in the 
U.S. who need extra lan-
guage support,” Burge 
said. “This could impact, 
for example, Spanish lan-
guage services.” Burge 
also pointed out the Af-
ghanistan and Somalia 
refugee resettlement com-
munities in Lincoln and 
Omaha, which the order 
could impact. 

Pope, however, sees 
this as an opportunity to 
learn new languages. He 
encourages students to 
become bilingual or mul-

tilingual, saying it opens 
many doors. “I’m not just 
talking about the people 
I encounter abroad but 
also people in Crete and 
members of  my extended 
family,” Pope said. 

He acknowledged that 
learning a new language 
can come with many 
challenges, such as anx-
iety or messing up. As a 
balm, Pope recommends 
finding a speaking buddy. 
“There will be errors in 
your language, but they’re 
not going to make your 
conversation buddy think 
any less of  you,” Pope 
said. “It’s commendable 
because it means you’re 
trying to learn a new lan-
guage.”

“What Is Happening In Washington?” 
discussion focuses on deportation 

A lot is happening in 
Washington, D.C., right 
now. Whether it’s tariffs 
being enacted, the arrest 
of  student protestors, the 
Department of  Govern-
ment Efficacy (DOGE) 
cutting government agen-
cies or the arrest of  judg-
es, a lot of  people have 
questions about what is 
happening in Washing-
ton.

On Tuesday, April 22, 
a group of  students and 
faculty met in the East/
West Dining Room to 
discuss that very question 
in the second edition of  
“What Is Happening in 
Washington?” aptly titled 
“What Is (still) Happen-

ing in Washington?” 
“Sometime in Febru-

ary, I emailed a couple 
of  people and said there 
seems to be a lot going on 
right now, and it seems 
like it might be useful to 
open an event up to the 
community and just say 
what your questions are 
and how can we help,” 
Professor of  Political Sci-
ence and Coordinator of  
the Policies and Values 
program Timothy Hill 
said. 

Hill and Assistant Pro-
fessor of  Communication 
Amanda Irions held an 
event in March that al-
lowed students and staff  
the opportunity to voice 
their opinions, questions 
and concerns about what 
is happening in national 
politics. After its initial 
success, they hope to con-
tinue this event through-
out subsequent semesters.

Despite the desserts 

and the willingness to 
learn and be engaged, the 
event had a somber and 
quiet tone. Many people 
in the audience had a 
sense of  anxiety and fear, 
as they were question-
ing whether or not they 
should be in crisis mode. 
Much of  the discourse 
of  this month’s panel fo-
cused on the Trump ad-
ministration’s executive 
orders, tariffs, the role the 
courts have as a check-
and-balance system and 
deportation efforts. 

During the event, Di-
rector of  International 
Programs Timothy Burge 
spoke about how abnor-
mal it was that the ad-
ministration was pulling 
students’ visas, often for 
political protests against 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. Burge spoke 
about how students often 
don’t know that they had 
their visas pulled until 

U.S. immigration officials 
confront them and he re-
vealed that some interna-
tional students at Doane 
had their visas terminat-
ed without warning. In 
the event they were con-
fronted by U.S. immigra-
tion officials, they could 
be deported without even 
knowing why their visas 
were pulled.

“The notion that the 
administration can de-
port without due process 
has implications for all of  
us,” Hill said. “If  we say 
the administration can 
simply decide you’re not 
a citizen or that you aren’t 
allowed the same rights 
as a citizen, then there’s 
no chance for you to con-
test that. All of  this stuff  
makes a difference in our 
lives for our students and 
community.”

Hill said it’s in the ad-
ministration’s interest to 
move extremely fast and 

break things, or as the 
Trump administration 
has coined it, “Flood 
the zone.” This has pre-
vented people from being 
informed politically, as 
things appear to move at 
a million miles a minute. 
This information paraly-
sis prevents people from 
policing politics and sub-
sequently allows strong-
armed governments to 
get away with policies 
and actions that are detri-
mental to everyone.

“Life in authoritarian 
countries mostly looks 
like life in democratic 
ones. People go to work, 
play league soccer and 
take their kid to ball prac-
tice and do the things that 
people do most of  the 
time. But there are certain 
things that you’re not al-
lowed to talk about,” Hill 
said. “And for those who 
believe us that it matters, 
it is important to inform 

Americans that these 
things can happen here, 
too. If  we want to care 
about our democracy, we 
need to care about what 
our leaders are doing.” 

Hill, Irions and Direc-
tor of  Residential Life 
and Education Brian 
Stutz, who helped spon-
sor the second “What’s 
Happening in Washing-
ton?” event, want to con-
tinue this event because 
to them, now more than 
ever, Doane needs the 
space for people to ques-
tion what is happening 
politically and not avoid 
politics until it’s right in 
their face. The event will 
continue next semester, 
as Hill foresees both stu-
dents and staff  having 
more questions and need-
ing more answers about 
Washington and the cur-
rent administration after 
summer break.
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(Top) Students gather around a presentation to learn more information. (Bottom) Se-
nior Mak Hatcliff gets a picture next to her presentation.

Steps4Them event held to raise 
awareness for sexual assault

AMANI MUISYO
Staff Writer

LIZ CALDERON 
Staff Writer

Sexual assault is often 
an isolating experience, 
despite research showing 
sexual violence is all too 
common for many. On 
April 27, on a windy and 
slightly rainy afternoon, a 
group of  around 75 run-
ners and walkers took to 
Doane’s Cross Country 
course to raise awareness 
about sexual assault and 
to support Hope Crisis 
Center, Crete’s local vic-
tim advocacy agency, 

through an event called 
Steps4Them.

“Bringing attention to 
survivors is critical, as re-
search shows that far too 
many people experience 
sexual violence in their 
lifetime. Believing and 
supporting survivors is 
key to their ability to seek 
help and begin healing,” 
CAPE Project Directer 
Jaden Hilkemann said, 
“It is equally important 
to support local victim 
advocacy organizations, 
as they are dedicated to 
serving survivors and of-
ten operate as nonprofits, 
meaning every donation 
directly helps sustain 

their vital mission.” 
Steps4Them had a 

four-dollar sign-up and 
allowed participants to ei-
ther walk a one-mile loop 
or run a 5k on the Doane 
cross country course, a 
course so notoriously dif-
ficult that no collegiate 
teams even elected to at-
tend Doane’s home meet 
during the 2024 cross 
country season. 

“We are so grateful 
that the weather held 
up this year, allowing us 
to host the event on the 
cross-country course. 
While it can be a chal-
lenging course, it is very 
beautiful, and I am glad 

On April 21, Pope 
Francis died at the age 
of  88 in his residence at 
Casa Santa Marta. The 
first Latin American 
pope was known for his 
humble life and accepting 
heart, which made peo-
ple around him cherish 
him. Respectfully known 
as “the people’s pope,” 
over 250,000 people went 
to the Vatican to pay their 
last respects at his public 
viewing.

Professor Dan Clan-
ton, from the Philosophy 
and Religious Studies 

department, sat down to 
reflect on the Pope’s sig-
nificance and discuss the 
papal conclave. When 
reflecting on the Pope’s 
legacy, Clanton referred 
to the Pope’s character, 
recognizing that he was 
“concerned about the 
poor, marginalized, and 
oppressed; he made that 
a focus of  his papacy,” 
Clanton said.

This raises the ques-
tion of  whether the next 
pope will continue the 
emphasis on the poor and 
marginalized. It sparks 
curiosity about what the 
next pope will be like 
and what challenges they 
will face. The pope has 
a unique ability to bring 
some clarity and peace. 

However, they can’t fix 
everything; they can be a 
voice in a climate of  war, 
political divisiveness and 
economic downturns.

It is a unique time for 
the College of  Cardinals, 
as it represents 90 coun-
tries, making it the most 
diverse college in its his-
tory. “The next pope, 
granted all the diversity, 
faces some unusual chal-
lenges, but has resources 
in diversity... The next 
pope can address those 
issues of  political divi-
sions and polarization by 
having different perspec-
tives.” Clanton said. 

Before voting begins, 
there are General Con-
gregations, essentially 
meet-and-greet sessions 

for the cardinals since 
they don’t know each 
other. “People start to 
feel each other out,” 
Clanton said.  They ask 
specific questions on cer-
tain issues, such as polit-
ical beliefs and doctrine.

“A conclave is a very 
ritualized process,” Clan-
ton added. From Lat-
in meaning “a closed 
room,” it dates back 
to the 13th century. To 
avoid external pressure, 
this process is kept se-
cret. Today, cardinals are 
checked to ensure they 
have no recording devic-
es to maintain the secrecy 
of  the process.

Only 135 cardinals 
are eligible to vote, and 
they are not permitted to 

vote for themselves. To be 
elected, a candidate must 
receive a two-thirds ma-
jority, which means the 
conclave can sometimes 
take two to three days 
to choose a new pope. 
Even after the election, 
the selected candidate 
has the right to refuse. 
Each day, there are two 
rounds of  voting, one in 
the morning and one in 
the afternoon. Between 
voting sessions, the car-
dinals practice prayerful 
discernment—a process 
designed to guide them 
in choosing the pope 
the Church needs, rath-
er than simply following 
their values. During these 
intervals, they also dis-
cuss potential candidates.

It’s impossible to know 
who the next pope will 
be, but there are many 
ideas about who might be 
chosen. Luis Antonio Ta-
gle from the Philippines 
would be able to contin-
ue the progressive views 
Pope Francis had. Peter 
Turkson, from Ghana, 
is known for his work in 
social justice. “Imagine 
having an African Pope,” 
Clanton said. “It would 
be an incredible valida-
tion of  the success of  the 
Church in Africa.”

New challenges will be 
faced. They will also be a 
part of  the long, rich leg-
acy that has shaped the 
Catholic Church.

more people got to expe-
rience it! Although it was 
a bit windy and misty, we 
still saw some fantastic 
performances. It was in-
spiring to watch partic-
ipants push themselves 
and get competitive.” 
Hilkemann said.

The event was founded 
by Smith CD Alexis Lip-
son and was co-sponsored 
by the Chi-Delta sorority. 
Hilkemann said events 
like this remind her that 
Doane is a place of  com-
munity and that they care 
about survivors of  sexual 
violence. She hopes that 
this event will only grow 
in scope so that it can fur-

ther help give resources to 
the Hope Crisis Center.

“The best ways peo-
ple can support CAPE’s 
mission are by believ-
ing survivors and liv-
ing a consent-centered, 
trauma-informed life. If  
someone discloses an 
experience of  sexual vi-
olence to you, it is im-
portant to believe them, 
listen without judgment, 
and connect them with 
resources such as Hope 
Crisis Center, CAPE, or 
the Counseling Center,” 
Hilkemann said. “I hope 
that, in the future, Steps-
4Them can continue to 
grow into a well-known 

running event for the Do-
ane, Crete, and Lincoln 
communities!”

CAPE’s next event will 
be on April 30 and is an 
observance of  Demin 
Day, Denim Day is an 
international campaign 
that began after a court 
ruling where a survivor’s 
report of  sexual assault 
was dismissed because 
the judge said her jeans 
were “too tight” and she 
must have helped remove 
them, implying consent. 
Doane members are ad-
vised to wear denim in 
observance of  the day. 

Doane students present their 
research at annual MindExpo

On Thursday, April 
24th, Doane students 
gathered together to pres-
ent their research exposi-
tions on MindExpo. 

 It celebrates our 
students’ creative efforts, 
featuring artistic, per-
formance, and original 
scholarly works complet-
ed during the current ac-
ademic year. 

This event will provide 
students with an opportu-
nity to discuss or show-
case their work to the en-
tire college community.

Students presented 
their work in poster ses-
sions in Nyrop Hall on 
the Perry Campus Center 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

There were around 
thirty-six presentations, 
all from the Engineering 
department, the Exercise 
Science department, and 
the Math department. 

For example, for Ex-
ercise Science students 
presented their own Well-
ness Plan made by them-
selves, including their test 
subject and their results. 

Engineering students 
focused on automated 
projects and expansion 
details of  the performing 
arts center. 

For the Mathematics 
Department, students 
presented research that 
has helped them win in 
competitions and that 
have lasted summer-long 
periods of  time. 

Also, from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m., there were 
oral presentations where 
Senior students stepped 
in front of  staff  profes-
sors, students, and guests 
to present their research 
work. 

 Panel 1 was focused 
on Biology in the East/
West dining room, both 
presented by Professor 
David Clevette and Pro-
fessor Tessa Durham 
Brooks. 

Panel 2 focused on 
Computing, Honors, and 
Interdisciplinary pre-
sented by Professor Kari 
Glentzer at the Trobough 
salon. 

Panel 3 focused on 
Psychology presented by 
Professor Jocelyn Shock-
King alo at the Trobough 
salon. 

Closing the event from 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., 

there was another round 
of  poster presentations at 
Nyrop Hall as well. 

MindExpo offers pre-
sentations from all STEM 
departments here at Do-
ane, including all other 
Senior students who are 
willing to participate in 
research of  their own. 

For the Chemistry and 
Biology department, stu-
dents and staff  focused 
on genes, RNA, and ami-
no acids as the basis for 
their research to find a 
solution. 

The Environmen-
tal Science department 
would also apply their re-
search to a solemn ques-
tion that students would 
ask themselves, and try to 
find their best conclusion 
by comparing all the data 
they’ve stored. 

And the Psychology 
department students fo-
cused on the behavior 
and mental wellness and 
how it impacts the social 
environment surround-
ing them. 

This past event was a 
success, and we congrat-
ulate all our Doane Se-
niors who have made it 
this far to continue their 
journey.

JOHN DAWES
Editor-In-Chief

Reflecting on the Pope’s 
legacy, and what happens next
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Students attend leadership summit

On April 27, from 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., students
gathered at Heckman Au-
ditorium for a dynamic
leadership event designed
to build skills, share re-
sources and encourage 
collaboration among the
Doane community.

The day began with 
everyone divided into 
teams, each assigned a 
specific color and given 
a notebook to take notes 

and complete activities 
throughout the event. 
From the outset, the en-
ergy was high, with stu-
dents eager to connect, 
participate and learn 
from one another.

A guest speaker set 
the tone for the morning 
with an inspiring talk 
about leadership, empha-
sizing the importance of  
communication, deci-
sion-making, adaptability 
and resilience in personal 
and professional life. Fol-
lowing the keynote, rep-
resentatives from Doane 

Aquarius (January 21 - February 19): Say what’s on your mind, even 
if it’s rude!

Pisces (February 20 - March 20): You have an orignal point of view. 
Share it!

Aries (March 21 - April 20):  Trust someone new...

Taurus (April 21 - May 21): Be kind to yourself <3

Gemini (May 22 - June 21): You can’t erase past wrongs.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22):  Light a candle and say a prayer...

Leo (July 23 - August 22): Your insight is your guiding light! 

Virgo (August 23 - September 22):  Friends aren’t always safe havens 

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  Go on an exciting adventure. 
Go see a zebra you libra!

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): Leave some room for akward 
silences.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21): Pull up your pants!!!

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20): You can take a bubble 
bath and relax this week.

Weekly 
Horoscope

On April 27, students, 
staff  and alumni gath-
ered at the Art & Educa-
tion building to celebrate 
the TRIO End of  the 
Year Celebration 2025, 
an event specially hon-
oring seniors who will 
graduate this semester. 
The evening highlight-
ed the achievements of  
Doane students. It was 
supported by the TRIO 

Program, which empow-
ers first-generation stu-
dents, those with limited 
financial resources, and 
students with disabilities 
by providing academic 
resources, transformative 
experiences and skill de-
velopment.

The event began with 
a tree-planting ceremony, 
in which students were 
the main protagonists, 
helping to contribute to 
this beautiful tradition. 
Jeremy Caldwell, Writing 
Center director, shared a 
brief  speech and a poem 

titled “You as White 
Pine.” In his remarks, 
Caldwell highlighted the 
significance of  the cere-
mony.

“Our TRIO tree, rep-
resenting the accomplish-
ments of  the 25 senior 
class, will be planted in 
this grove, among other 
trees of  its kind, to grow 
strong roots and fully 
establish its place at Do-
ane,” Caldwell said. He 
introduced his poem by 
saying, “We would like to 
celebrate and recognize 
you. So I crafted a poem 

LUIS REJANO CANDAU
News Editor

University introduced 
students to valuable re-
sources available on the 
university’s campus, in-
cluding the Academic 
Success Center, the CGR 
(Community & Govern-
ment Relations) Divi-
sion, the Writing Center 
and Health and Wellness 
services. This ensured 
that students were aware 
of  the support systems 
designed to help them 
thrive.

Luis Sotelo, Vice Pres-
ident for Community and 
Government Relations at 

Doane University, deliv-
ered an important pre-
sentation about the CGR 
(Community & Govern-
ment Relations) Division 
and Title IX. He empha-
sized students’ rights and 
responsibilities, as well as 
the university’s ongoing 
commitment to main-
taining a safe, welcom-
ing, and inclusive envi-
ronment for everyone.

Around midday, stu-
dents enjoyed a well-de-
served lunch break at 
the cafeteria. This time 
allowed participants to 

relax, meet new people, 
share ideas and build 
stronger connections in 
a more casual setting, 
strengthening the sense 
of  community that the 
event fostered.

After lunch, the after-
noon was filled with in-
teractive, hands-on group 
activities centered around 
leadership development 
and decision-making. 
These activities chal-
lenged students to think 
critically, collaborate ef-
fectively and put their 
leadership and prob-

lem-solving skills into 
action.

Overall, the event of-
fered a perfect mix of  
learning, engagement 
and community building. 
It provided students with 
meaningful tools to suc-
ceed both inside and out-
side the classroom, while 
reinforcing the powerful 
message that leadership 
is about stepping up, sup-
porting others and mak-
ing thoughtful, impactful 
decisions.

Trio progam hosts end-of-the-year 
banquet for celebrated students

for this occasion, an ode 
that celebrates past, pres-
ent and future TRIO 
graduates.” 

Afterward, everyone 
returned to the main hall, 
where Beth Jacobson, 
executive director of  Ac-
ademic Support Services, 
warmly welcomed and 
congratulated the seniors 
for their accomplish-
ments. A key moment 
of  the evening was an 
interview between Blake 
Tobey, assistant director 
of  the Academic Success 
Center, and a Doane alum 

who graduated in May 
2023 with a degree in Bi-
ology and now works in 
Lincoln. She shared how 
the personal connections 
she built at Doane played 
a significant role in her 
career and spoke about 
the value of  attending a 
smaller campus, where 
every student is seen and 
supported.

The celebration con-
tinued with a delicious 
dinner, with the cookies 
being a clear crowd favor-
ite. The night concluded 
with an awards ceremo-

ny honoring some of  
the students’ academic 
achievements. The event 
concluded with a “pho-
to time,” during which 
attendees captured joyful 
memories of  the evening.

The TRIO End of  the 
Year Celebration 2025 
was a meaningful way 
to recognize the growth, 
community and success 
of  TRIO Doane’s stu-
dents, empowering them 
to embark on the next 
chapter of  their lives after 
graduation.

LUIS REJANO CANDAU
News Editor



4 life & culture doaneline.com

 On Tuesday, April 
22, the Student Program-
ming Board (SPB) host-
ed a Coffee Shop Series 
event featuring a beaded 

Forensics fun this past weekend

Pictures by Brianna Wright & Mackenzie Pike | Doane Owl

BRIANNA WRIGHT
Staff Writer

“It takes a certain kind 
of  courage to stand in 
front of  an audience and 
speak, week after week,” 
said Nathaniel Wilson, 
communication professor 
and director of  forensics. 
Speech has been a sta-
ple of  Doane University 
since its founding, but the 
forensics team was estab-
lished in 2000. Despite 
the name, the team mem-
bers do not dissect crime 
scenes; instead, they an-
alyze various topics and 
passages of  text while 
standing before an au-
dience. Topics from the 
2024-2025 speech season 
included the recontextu-
alization of  the myth of  
Icarus, the unique chal-
lenges faced by modern 
K-12 educators, and the
importance of  embracing
our shared humanity.

Doane’s forensics team 
is exceptionally skilled, 
advancing to over 30 final 
rounds this season and 
earning 58 first- and sec-
ond-place rankings. They 
were also crowned Ne-
braska state tournament 
champions in Division 
Three. It’s safe to say that 
this four-person team is 

small but mighty, and the 
2025 Forensics Showcase, 
held on April 25, allowed 
them to share some of  
their winning perfor-
mances. Wilson and Jen-
nifer Torres, Assistant 
Director of  Forensics, 
organized the showcase 
and the 25-year forensics 
reunion that took place 
the following day. 

Sophomore Jackson 
Finner, who competes 
in persuasion and poetry 
events, began his presen-
tation with a powerful 
statement: “Alexandria is 
burning once again, but 
this time we can choose 
to put the fire out.” Fin-
ner spoke about the im-
portance of  preserving 
endangered video games, 
describing them as cul-
tural, technological, and 
historical landmarks. He 
explained that maintain-
ing video games often 
requires also preserving 
the consoles and systems 
they run on, which can 
be challenging. In 2024, 
the U.S. Copyright Office 
denied libraries, archives 
and museums the oppor-
tunity to lend out video 
games. To illustrate his 
points, Jackson provided 
handouts that resembled 
cartridges for the Ninten-

do Entertainment Sys-
tem.

In his first year in fo-
rensics, sophomore Theo 
Jones showcased his 
skills with an impromp-
tu speech event. Wilson 
highlighted that Jones 
is a frequent commenta-
tor for Doane’s eSports 
team, a talent that served 
him well for this occa-
sion. On stage, Jones 
discovered his prompt by 
flipping over a card and 
then had seven minutes 
to prepare and deliver his 
speech. He was given the 
Anela L. Wozniak quote, 
“I have come to realize 
my trouble with living 
has come from fear and 
smallness within me.” 
With this inspiration, 
Jones connected themes 
from the Incredible Hulk, 
Lord of  the Rings, Norse 
mythology and the Fan-
tastic Four in a humorous 
reflection on strength, 
keeping the audience en-
tertained throughout. 

Freshman Lillian Kor-
bel joined Doane for 
band and choir but was 
drawn to the forensics 
team due to her passion 
for speech. Competing in 
prose and poetry, she uti-
lized skills gained from 
her theater experience. 

Korbel qualified for two 
events at the national lev-
el, and her performance 
at the showcase demon-
strated why. Her delivery 
of  a prose piece captivat-
ed the audience, convey-
ing a story that left many 
in tears, despite their lack 
of  context.

Sophomore Jordynn 
Jerby followed Korbel’s 
performance with her 
after-dinner speaking 
piece, a blend of  serious 
and humorous elements. 
She addressed the topic 
of  reduction mammo-
plasty, commonly known 
as breast reduction sur-
gery. Jerby quipped, “I, 
too, deserve life, liberty 
and the pursuit of  happy 
tits.” Her performance 
included physical gags 
and tackled an import-
ant issue, emphasizing 
that “spoiler alert: it all 
comes back to sexism.” 
Jerby presented statistics, 
instances of  malpractice, 
and even the formula for 
the supposedly perfect 
breasts, demonstrating 
both the gravity and hu-
mor of  the subject matter.

All performers re-
ceived plenty of  applause 
and were later joined by 
the audience for refresh-
ments. However, the next 

day, more forensics en-
thusiasts came together 
for the Doane Forensics 
25-Year Reunion Dinner.
Alumni, current team 
members, friends, and 
family were welcomed 
with scrapbooks, photos
and trophies. The dinner
also featured several ac-
tivity tables, including a
mentor tree, a space to
record video messages 
for incoming members,
and a selection of  board
games.

Forensics has been a 
part of  campus life since 
2000, but speech activi-
ties have also been pres-
ent. President Hughes 
and alumni from previ-
ous speech teams, such as 
the Tiger Talkers, Mock 
Trial, Doane Speakers, Pi 
Kappa Delta and the In-
dependent Debate Team, 
were in attendance. The 
evening celebrated the 
successes of  the 2024-
2025 team, past teams, 
victories, and the history 
of  speech at Doane.

As the night went 
on, riveting stories from 
alumni filled the room. 
“You all aren’t getting as-
bestos exposure anymore, 
that’s the true Doane ex-
perience,” quipped one 
alumnus. Another shared 

their memories of  living 
in Cassel House with 11 
other people. Alumni Al-
lison Jasso and Walker 
Stuhr recounted a hu-
morous moment when 
Walker tricked Allison 
into thinking that safety 
instructions on airplanes 
were call-and-response 
during her very first 
flight.

Afterward, past and 
present speech members 
gathered in a circle for 
warm-ups. These includ-
ed activities like “Moth-
er Pheasant,” “St. Ber-
nard,” and “Romeover 
in the Clover.” Alumni 
not only remembered 
these warm-ups but also 
shared stories about how 
some of  them started. 
One notable moment 
involved a parody of  
“Gangsta’s Paradise,” 
which the group enthu-
siastically performed in 
the early 2000s.

The current forensics 
team distributed good-
ie bags, and the group 
continued to mingle and 
reminisce until the event 
ended.

LORRAINE CASTANEDA
Life and Culture

bracelet-making night 
and a performance by 
flamenco guitar stylist, 
composer and teacher 
Daniel Martinez. 

Martinez, originally 
from Iquitos, Peru, is a 
renowned musician and 
instructor at Union Col-

lege in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka. He came to the Unit-
ed States at the age of  23, 
having already graduated 
from college in Peru with 
a degree in accounting. 

“I never majored in 
music. I came here to 
study English, and as I 

learned, I started giving 
music my all,” Martinez 
said. “I am self-taught, 
and I now live off  of  mu-
sic 100 percent, thanks to 
the people. There’s a lot 
of  support here, which 
I’m really grateful for.” 

During the event, 

Martinez played several 
musical styles, ranging 
from salsa and Peruvian 
national music to “Sweet 
Child of  Mine” by Guns 
N’ Roses. “I am a man 
that plays for everyone. I 
don’t have a flag painted 
in me,” Martinez said. 

The evening offered 
students a different expe-
rience and hands-on ac-
tivities, the perfect break 
before finals season starts. 
Stay tuned for more SPB 
activities in the upcoming 
weeks.

Coffee Shop Series Goes International



DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-877-688-
4784

 

FOR SALE - UTIL-
ITIES

PREPARE FOR 
power outages today 
with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a 
FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-402-899-
2584 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

GUN SHOW

KEARNEY GUN 
& Coin Show, April 
26th and 27th, Sat. 9 

5doaneline.com classified ads

A N N O U N C E -
MENT

CLASSIFIED AD-
VERTISING works! 
Place your 25 word 
ad into thousands of  
Nebraska homes for 
$225. Contact your lo-
cal newspaper or call 
1-800-369-2850.

 

HELLO NEBRAS-
KA! Introducing www.
nepublicnotices.com, 
a new public notice 
website presented as 

a public service by 
all Nebraska newspa-
pers. Free access, fully 
searchable – because 
democracy depends 
upon open govern-
ment and your right to 
know.

B A N K RU P T C Y 
RELIEF! Help stop 
Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Re-
possession and Legal 
Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney 
and Get the Help You 
NEED! Call NOW 
844-215-3629

 

A F F O R DA B L E 
PRESS Release ser-
vice. Send your mes-
sage to 155 newspa-
pers across Nebraska 
for one low price! Call 
1-800-369-2850 or 
www.nebpress.com for 

more details.

 

FOR SALE - IN-
SURANCE

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit 
with all the details! 
1-855-490-4149 www.
dental50plus.com/81 
#6258

 

FOR SALE - SAT-
ELLITE

GET DISH Sat-
ellite TV + Internet!  
Free Install, Free HD-

For the 
week of 
April.  29:

a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Expo Cen-
ter, Fairgrounds, Kear-
ney, NE.

 

HOME SERVICES

DOES YOUR base-
ment or crawl space 
need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foun-
dation Repair! A per-
manent solution for 
waterproofing, failing 
foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty 
crawl spaces. FREE 
Inspection & Same 
Day Estimate. $250 
off  ANY project with 
code GET250. Call 
1-844-958-3431

 

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY 8,000 cars 
a week. Sell your old, 

busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-910-0760

 

WE BUY Houses 
for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. 
Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-855-
714-0010

OUR AUDIENCE 

IS YOUR 
SUPER POWER

Print | Digital | Email | And More

Learn more at 
www.onepressne.com 
or call (402)476-2851

*Annual percentage yield (APY) effective on date of publication and subject to change without notice. $50.00 minimum amount to open. Fees may reduce 
earnings. 5.12% APY for qualified customers only. Qualified customers must hold a balance between $.01 and $25,000.00 and are subject to qualifying 
account activities. All of the following account activities must be met each statement cycle to qualify: have 16 point-of-sale debit card transactions post and 
settle to account, receive E-Statements, and log-in to online banking. If account qualifications are met, balances from $25,000.01-$100,000.00 will receive 
an APY of 1.65%-5.12%, $100,000.01 and above will receive an APY of 0.51%-1.65% APY. If qualifications are unmet the APY is 0.50%. Member FDIC.

EARN UP TO 
5.12%

APY*

Boost your balance with Lifetime Checking. 
402-474-1400 | lincolnfed.com

This 1 1/2 story home consists of 2 bedrooms, 
2 baths, 2 living areas, dining room, wash room, 
laundry area, a remodeled kitchen and has 
central heat & A/C. The acreage consists of 3.5 
acres with a single car garage, livestock building, 
a 24’x36’ insulated shop with concrete floor & 
the rest of the acreage has a fenced in pasture. 
The Property is located on a black top highway 
on the North/West edge of Dorchester, NE and 
is 3 blocks from Dorchester Schools. Must See!  
PRICE: $397,500.00

NEW LISTING

Broker 
402-792-2820

Call Troy for an appointment to 
view Property. 

RE Agent Troy Novak 402-641-1526

413 CO RD 1400, Dorchester NE

See MLB games in New York (Yankees & Mets), Boston, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Chicago (Cubs) & Minnesota.  

Also included, Little League World Series, Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, NY and Football Hall of Fame in Canton, OH. Guided 
tour of Manhattan. 

August 11-21, 2025

Baseball•Bob’s

ToursTours

Call or text 507.217.1326 to receive a free brochure. If you call, please slowly/clearly 
say your name/address; if you text, please include a mailing address to send it to.

GRAND OPENING
Saturday May 3rd  | Kearney, NE

FREE
All Day

Events
art GROWS here

Art-Making Activities | Live Music & Performances
Exhibitions | Museum Enhancements | Lots More

Learn more at mona.unk.edu
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The Doane Owl strives 
to inform, enlighten and 

entertain students, staff  and 
faculty while maintaining high 

journalistic standards of  
accuracy and truthfulness. 

Owl is a weekly publication 
and is available every Tuesday 
of  the academic year on www.

doaneline.com or by email 
from owl@doane.edu and stu-

dentaffairs@doane.edu.

The Doane Owl Editorial 
board consists of: John Dawes, 

Elenna Koenig, Luis Rejano 
Candau, Lorraine Castañada 

and Eliyah Lara-Johnson

The Doane Owl welcomes 
signed Letters to the Editor 
of  400 words or fewer. All 

submissions are due by 4 p.m. 
on the Sunday prior to pub-
lication. Submissions should 

be addressed to the editor and 
sent to the Doane Owl through 

campus mail, placed in the 
box outside of  Gaylord 130 or 
emailed to owl@doane.edu. A 
hard copy of  the letter must be 
signed in the presence of  the 
Editor-in-Chief  by 7 p.m. the 
Monday before publication. 

The editor reserves the right to 
edit all submissions for length 

and content.

Flag courtesy of  Elenna Koe-
nig
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Stand With Women, 
just not all women

JOHN DAWES
Editor-in-Chief

things work. 
What stuck with me the 

most about our conversa-
tion wasn’t the anxiety and 
dread of  finally being forced 
to “grow up” out of  college 
and contribute to a larger 
society. We spoke candidly 
about how we’re going to 
miss proximity to other peo-
ple and how we need to learn 
in silence.

College as a community 
offers young adults the op-
portunity to “F around and 
find out.” We build new re-
lationships and habits, pick 
a direction for our lives and 
cross our fingers hoping we 
don’t die. There’s a rough-
ness to college. Despite peo-
ple’s best efforts to be adults, 
we are very much still dumb 
kids. But there’s a shared 
community in that struggle; 
our teachers encourage us to 
try out new courses and take 
risks, your friends will bully 
you into trying to flirt with 
people way above your pay 
grade and you’ll find your-
self  pulling your hair out at-
least once a week asking the 
question “what am I doing 
here?”. It’s messy, it’s sup-
posed to be. It’s what makes 
the moments of  clarity so 
clear when you can finally 
see the bigger picture.

But after college, everyone 
you know will start faking 
it, that their vision is clear, 

Recently, I was over at 
a friend’s place in Lincoln, 
and the two of  us were 
talking about how our lives 
are going to be after gradu-
ation. Just a mere two days 
after graduating, she starts 
her job with a prominent 
bank chain in Nebraska. We 
talked about our mutual best 
friend who is going to law 
school and how, when she’s 
a lawyer, she can hopefully 
cover for us if  we somehow 
end up in a jam. 

Of  course, when I was 
asked the question of  what’s 
next, I sheepishly said I 
didn’t really know what was 
next. As of  right now, I am 
essentially waiting for one 
offer to be an English teach-
ing assistant in Japan to ma-
terialize this summer, and I 
am sending my resume out 
to everyone and everything 
with a pulse, trying to kick-
start my career as a journal-
ist. She understood what I 
was going through. She only 
just got her post-graduation 
job a week ago; there’s a 
shared experience of  floun-
dering around, hoping some-
thing, hell, anything sticks. I 
think that I’ll have my ducks 
lined up sooner rather than 
later. I have a way of  making 

Allow yourself to learn after college
their path is set and that 
the only thing they can 
learn is how to walk that 
line straighter. Of  course, 
we all know that this isn’t 
true; behind every clean 
office setup at some ven-
ture capitalist firm is a 20 
to 30-something living in 
a bachelor pad, pulling 
out their hair, ruining 
their already poor hair-
line, wondering when 
they are ever going to get 
it figured out.

I think part of  that 
adult anxiety comes from 
the fact that most peo-
ple have two moods, the 
clocked-in and clocked-
out mode. When you’re 
clocked in, you’ve drank 
the Kool-Aid, you believe 
that you’re “Mr. Adult 
and you work at the 
business factory, making 
business for Mr. Boss.” 
You have to think you’re 
competent, that whatever 
you’re doing has a real 
meaning to it and every 
single one of  your peers 
must see you present your 
best face forward. 

But when you clock 
out, most of  us are choos-
ing to isolate ourselves. 
We’ve created bubbles of  
anxiety at home, we don’t 
give ourselves the grace 
and leeway to admit, I 
am hopelessly confused, 

I am doing the fakest job 
of  all time that some-
how pays the bills and I 
am just praying no one 
can see through me and 
notice the fact I can’t do 
anything of  value. 

Through community 
and candidness, we can 
begin to be honest with 
each other. No matter 
how old you get, or how 
many times we say we 
“have it figured out,” we 
want to be given the grace 
and space to be an idiot, 
to clumsily learn how to 
navigate everything. We 
can continue to be life-
long learners, but it re-
quires admitting to others 
that we want to learn and 
we might look hopelessly 
incompetent as we try to 
figure it out. I don’t know 
where exactly I am go-
ing. I’d like to know, but 
I don’t. But what I will 
say is this: I am going 
to be the first to admit I 
am doing this life stuff 
for the first time, just like 
everyone else and I want 
to surround myself  with 
people who feel comfort-
able admitting that with 
me, that even 60 years 
down the line we still 
are going to be piecing 
it all together.

“male” and “female” and 
would restrict access to 
bathrooms, locker rooms, 
and sports teams. For ex-
ample, it would prevent 
those assigned male at birth 
from joining female sports 
teams and vice versa. Sena-
tor Kauth referred to this as 
“common sense.” 

Here’s a riddle: Who is 
more likely to be assaulted 
behind closed doors—the 
large-bodied majority or the 
minority being stripped of  
their rights? I don’t need a 
master’s in public policy to 
answer that question, but ap-
parently, our elected officials 
do. Spoiler alert: they still 
got it wrong.

This may be a controver-
sial statement, but I have 
no interest in the genitalia 
of  minors—something our 
state senate seems obsessed 

LB89, known as the Stand 
With Women Act, has ad-
vanced within the unicamer-
al. Now, the bill just needs to 
advance through two more 
rounds of  debate. On the 
surface, standing with wom-
en seems like a straightfor-
ward concept, but this bill is 
really an outright attack on 
transgender youth.

“Since 2016, you would 
be surprised to know that 
eight students, eight students 
in nine years, have applied 
to be considered to partici-
pate in transgender sports,” 
Senator Roybould said. Ne-
braska has had more school 
shootings than transgender 
athletes. 

This bill aims to define 

with in recent years. I 
also fail to see how this 
bill protects women from 
the issues they face most. 
The restroom choices of  
eight kids do nothing to 
prevent sexual assault, 
intimate partner violence, 
online harassment, inad-
equate maternal health-
care, human trafficking, 
the lack of  women in 
leadership, or gender bias 
in education.

If  women want to gain 
more rights and better 
protections, it doesn’t 
start with this bill. Attack-
ing each other only dis-
tracts from more pressing 
issues. I don’t know how 
to explain that we should 
care about other people 
and protect and uphold 
everyone’s rights.

“There are those so-

cietal expectations that 
fall in line with gender 
norms that are couched 
in patriarchy about how 
women should present 
themselves. ... From hair 
to makeup to clothing, 
to how tight [or loose] 
the clothing is, to the col-
ors,” Carter-Francique, 
executive director for the 
Institute for the Study of  
Sport, Society and Social 
Change at San José State 
University said.  “[All] 
so that they can be more 
in line with this notion 
of  girlhood, of  woman-
hood, of  what is deemed 
femininity.”

If  our government tru-
ly wants to “stand with 
women,” it should start 
by aiding women rather 
than attacking them.

BRIANNA WRIGHT
Staff Writer

Recapping our awards seasons
Being a college newspaper 

is hard. There are funding 
concerns seemingly every 
year, current attacks from 
government officials trying 
to limit student journalism 
and the fact that we live in 
a changing digital world of-
ten kills student journalism. 
However, despite that, the 
Doane Owl and numerous 
other college newspapers in 
the Midwest continued the 
storied tradition of  writing 
and documenting life at their 
universities. 

This year, the Owl submit-

ted multiple articles, pictures, 
graphics and issues to the 
Northern Plains Collegiate 
Media Association’s Golden 
Leaf awards and walked away 
with numerous third and sec-
ond place finishes, including 
a second place finish for best 
overall newspaper and a first 
place in best column (which 
we label as opinion)

The Northern Plains Col-
legiate Media Association in-
cludes Bethel College, Chad-
ron State College, Concordia 
University, Doane Universi-
ty, Peru State College, Black 

Hills State University and the 
University of  Nebraska at Ke-
arney. The fact that amongst 
all these colleges, we man-
aged multiple top-three fin-
ishes speaks to our strengths 
as a staff, a staff  that is made 
up largely of  students who 
are young and new to student 
journalism.

We don’t make stories for 
the awards, but what they do 
is remind us that the work 
we are doing matters and is 
important. It’s not often that 
you are able to be rewarded 
for your work in student jour-

nalism; sometimes it can feel 
like you’re screaming into the 
void without recognition. But 
these awards and, more im-
portantly, the kind words we 
get from all of  you readers 
keep us motivated to the task 
at hand. 

While we only have one 
more issue left after this one, 
this is a reminder that we will 
continue to serve Doane and 
its community. Thank you 
for continuing to support the 
Owl!

- Editorial -
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Thumbs 
DOWN...

. . .Thumbs UP

Spice

Hawks

Pausing

The Doane Owl 
editorial staff  cast their 

opinions on different current 
topics and their responses are 
represented in ‘Thumbs Up, 
Thumbs Down’ every week.

Traveling

Second

not because I did not like 
the movie, but because I 
needed to watch it again. 
It was an overwhelming 
masterpiece. 

“Sinners,” directed 
by Ryan Coogler, took 
many risks and covered a 
variety of  topics, includ-
ing race, death, religion 
and folklore, tying it all 
together in a beautifully 
wrapped gift.

The story stars Mi-
chael B. Jordan as twin 
brothers Stack and 
Smoke. It follows their 
return to their hometown 
in Mississippi. The broth-
ers have high hopes of  
running a successful juke 
joint, complete with blues 
music and Irish beer to 
keep night-goers coming. 
However, one night of  
partying turns into a con-

frontation with a much 
greater evil.

Michael B. Jordan de-
livers an incredible per-
formance, portraying 
both brothers with dis-
tinct personalities. Red 
and blue hats and suits 
helped audiences identi-
fy which brother was on 
screen, but even without 
the color cues, their dif-
ferences were clearly con-
veyed.

Miles Caton stars as 
Sammie, also known as 
“Preacher Boy,” who 
possesses the remarkable 
gift of  playing the gui-
tar and singing. Sammie 
possesses a supernatural 
ability to cross from dif-
ferent cultures, merging 
the past, present and fu-
ture. In other words, mu-
sic transcends time and 

LIZ CALDERON CHEN
Staff Writer 

Ryan Coogler’s "Sinners" is a 
must-see movie masterp iece

Learning how to optimize yourself

Optimize yourself: the 
only impossible thing is 
what you don’t try. That 
is the title of  the last book 
I have just read, and it 
was an awe-inspiring 
experience. Last April 
7 was my 21st birthday, 
and my parents surprised 
me with a small package 
that arrived at the door of  
my apartment in Crete. 

Yes, that little package 
had traveled almost 5,000 
miles from my home-
town in southern Spain 
to Nebraska. Sincerely, 
it filled me with a sense 
of  illusion and gratitude. 
The author is Dr. Aldo, 
a renowned figure in the 
world of  high-perfor-
mance sports and phys-
ical activity throughout 
Spain. Most recently, 
he has been the physical 
trainer of  Ilia Topuria, 
UFC world champion. 
His experience and phi-
losophy are reflected 

throughout the book, 
making it both inspiring 
and practical for anyone 
who wants to push their 
limits.

One of  the quotes that 
stuck with me the most 
was when Dr. Aldo em-
phasized the importance 
of  “being an example 
through your principles 
and way of  life.” This re-
minded me that personal 
success is not only about 
achieving individual 
goals but also about liv-
ing and inspiring others. 
Every chapter is full of  re-

flections like this, encour-
aging readers to adopt 
not just good habits but a 
strong, coherent lifestyle.

Another key takeaway 
from the book is the sim-
ple but powerful formula 
he shares: “motivation 
plus preparation equals 
success.” Throughout his 
writing, he demonstrates 
that motivation alone is 
insufficient; preparation 
and consistent effort are 
essential components 
for achieving significant 
changes and realizing 
dreams. This idea reso-

nated deeply with me, es-
pecially as a student-ath-
lete striving to balance 
academics, an on-campus 
job, and soccer simultane-
ously.

Lastly, Dr. Aldo re-
minds readers that “it is 
important to celebrate the 
goals you accomplish.” 
Too often, people achieve 
something significant and 
immediately move on to 
the next challenge with-
out pausing to appreciate 
how far they have come. 
His advice encouraged 
me to recognize and cel-

ebrate the small victories 
that are part of  my jour-
ney, not just the major 
milestones.

Overall, Optimize 
Yourself  is more than 
just a motivational book; 
it is a manual for living 
with purpose, discipline, 
and joy. It came at a per-
fect time in my life, and 
I know its lessons will 
stay with me for years to 
come.

LUIS REJANO CANDAU
News Editor

An Easter Break reflection on rowing

Last week, for Easter 
Break, I went to Arizo-
na, where my uncle and 
cousins live, to visit them 
for the holiday. During 
that time, my cousin in-
vited me to an event she 
and her friends were host-
ing as a fundraiser. 

She was on her univer-
sity’s rowing team, and 
her team taught anybody 
interested in learning how 
to row. Rowing is both a 
competitive sport and a 
recreational activity that 
involves propelling a boat 
through water using oars.

There are two primary 
forms of  rowing, sweep 
rowing, where each row-
er has one oar, held with 
both hands, and it’s typi-
cally done in pairs, fours, 
or eights.

And sculling, where 
each rower has two oars, 
one in each hand, which 
can be done solo (sin-
gle cull), in pairs (dou-
ble scull), or fours (quad 
scull). 

We learned and prac-
ticed the sweep rowing 
technique through the 
various steps they taught 
us. 

First, we started row-
ing on a rowing machine, 
also called an erg, on 
land. This machine sim-
ulates the actual rowing 
movement without the 
use of  oars. 

Understanding the 
pattern your body had 
to follow was essential 
for making your rowing 
movement as effective as 
possible. 

Rowing is a major 
Olympic sport with races 
ranging from 500-meter 
sprints to 2,000-meter 
Olympic distances.

It’s known for its in-
tense physical demands 
and synchronized team-
work.

Their events are cate-
gorized by boat type, the 
number of  rowers, and 
whether a coxswain (the 
person who steers and di-
rects) is present. 

Imagine a boat with 
eight people rowing on 
one side, and the same 
number of  people rowing 
on the other side. 

We had to make the 
movement as efficient 
as possible to ensure the 
boat moved smoothly 
and quickly. 

Some key skills that 
were reflected in us were 
endurance, technique, 
power, rhythm, and men-

tal toughness.
Rowing is a full-body 

workout. 
It engages the legs, 

back, arms, and core and 
offers cardiovascular and 
strength training bene-
fits. Indoor rowing ma-
chines (ergs) mimic water 
rowing and are popular 
in gyms, where we first 
learned how to row prop-
erly. 

After all our lessons 
and expertise on land, 
they transferred us to a 
large boat and rowed us 
into the water. 

It was my first hands-
on experience with row-
ing in my life, and it was 
a lot of  fun.

I’ve seen these com-
petitions before, since in 
Panama, rowers practice 
with a unique set of  boats 
that differ from the Olym-
pic-style boats.

They’re called drag-
on boats, consisting of  a 
long, narrow canoe-like 
boat traditionally dec-
orated with a dragon’s 
head and tail. 

Dragon boat racing 
dates back more than 
2,000 years in southern 
China, but it is now a ma-
jor public holiday in Chi-
na and other East Asian 
countries. 

The Dragon Boat Fes-

cultures.
I truly believe in this 

lore. One scene that cap-
tivated me showed Sam-
mie singing while differ-
ent cultures and periods 
appeared together in the 
same room, dancing 
around him like spiritu-
al ghosts. I have felt that 
connection to music be-
fore, where your body 
feels connected to the 
cultures influencing the 
music. It takes you some-
where else, and this mov-
ie captured that feeling 
well.

Speaking of  the music, 
Ludwig Göransson, one 
of  my all-time favorite 
score writers (who also 
scored “Oppenheimer” 
and “Black Panther 2”), 
did a fantastic job captur-
ing the period. He used a 

1932 Dobro Resonator, 
the same type of  guitar 
Caton plays in the movie. 
In an interview, Görans-
son stated that he bought 
three of  these guitars and 
used them primarily to 
write the score, relying 
less on computer-generat-
ed sounds.

While “Sinners” is a 
vampire movie, it doesn’t 
feel like a typical vam-
pire story, like “Twilight” 
or “Morbius.” The film 
incorporates so many 
elements that, at first, it 
doesn’t even seem like a 
vampire movie. However, 
it delivers excellent mo-
ments of  jump scares and 
gore.

The main villain, 
played by Jack O’Con-
nell, is charming in a ter-
rifying way. There is a sig-

nificant amount of  Irish 
history tied to his char-
acter, and his songs and 
dancing have become a 
popular part of  the film’s 
appeal. I wish I had seen 
more of  his back story, 
but I still understood his 
motives.

I wish I could dive 
more deeply into the sym-
bolism and production of  
this movie because it is 
fascinating. However, I 
will simply say: watch it. 
“Sinners” has everything 
you could want in a great 
film: action, comedy, ro-
mance and grief. I hope it 
wins Oscars and awards 
for its creativity and orig-
inality.

“Sinners” 
can be seen 
in almost all 
major theatres, 
including in IMAX 
at Omaha’s 
AMC Classic 
Westroads

AMANI MUISYO
Staff Writer

When I stepped out of 
the theater after watch-
ing “Sinners,” my initial 
reaction was unclear, 

tival symbolizes team-
work, bravery, and com-
munity strength. It is also 
a way to ward off  disease 
and evil spirits.

A dragon boat race in-
volves a drummer who 

beats a rhythmical drum-
beat to synchronize the 
paddlers’ strokes. Since 
timing is more import-
ant than brute strength, 
the paddlers must work 
in perfect harmony. The 

steerer, or sweep, stands 
at the back and uses a 
long oar to steer the boat. 

Most races are 200 me-
ters to 500 meters sprints, 
but some festivals feature 
longer distances. 
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Over the weekend, 
the Baseball team 
played its last home 
games of  the season 
against Hastings Col-
lege, walking away 
with three wins and a 
loss, with scores of  1-3, 
4-0, 10-0, and 7-6. 

In game one, Do-
ane’s only run came 
from a home run by 
returning senior Justin 
Nevells. In game two, 
senior Johnny Vulca-
no went 2-for-4, Aaron 
Vulcano went 2-for-3 
and junior Sam Kwap-
nioski, Jordan Bond 
and sophomore Taiyo 

Takahashi each got 
one hit. Sophomore 
Riley Plummer (8-0) 
pitched all nine innings 
and struck out four.

In game three, 
Kwapnioski was 3-for-
3 with two runs scored, 
J. Vulcano went 1-for-3 
with two RBIs and Lo-
gan Amick went 2-for-
5 with an RBI. Picking 
up the win was junior 
Nicolas Yard, who is 
now 4-2. 

Going into their fi-
nal game of  the sea-
son, Nevells went 
3-for-5, Max Harris 
went 3-for-5 and Am-
ick was 3-for-4. Sopho-
more Ethan Merk (3-1) 
picked up the win.

The Baseball team 
ended its season with 
an overall record of  
31-13 and in the Con-
ference went 18-10, 

finishing in third in the 
Great Plains Athletic 
Conference (GPAC) 
standings. 

ELIYAH LARA-JOHNSON
Sports Editor

LUIS REJANO CANDAU 
Staff Writer 

Over the weekend, 
both Men’s and Wom-
en’s Track and Field 
teams divided into 
two, taking some to 
Des Moines, Iowa, to 
compete in the Drake 
Relays, with the oth-
er half  traveling to 
Lincoln, Nebraska, to 
compete in the Prairie 
Wolf  Invitational. 

Sophomore Rae-
Ann Thompson start-
ed the Drake Relays 
in the 100m, where 
she placed 22nd with 
a time of  12.14. In the 
400m, junior Joaquin 
Gutierrez had a time 
of  48.05, which put 
him 13th. 

Thompson, juniors 
Morgan Mahoney and 
Kat Vogt and soph-
omore Neryah Hekl 
competed in the 4x100, 
where they placed 
fourth with a time of  
46.56. In the 4x400 
were Vogt, sopho-
mores Chaney Nelson 
and Kiley Hejtmanek 
and junior Danie Par-
riott, where they had a 
time of  3:47.84, which 
put them in fourth. 

In the 110m hurdles, 
senior Zach Turner 
placed fourth with a 

time of  13.84. Turner 
also competed in the 
400m hurdles, where 
he walked away in first 
with a time of  50.81. 
Placing seventh in the 
same event was fresh-
man Andrew Brown, 
who had a time of  
53.49. 

Turner and Brown 
also ran in the 110-me-
ter Shuttle Hurdles, 
along with sopho-
more Andrew Harms 
and freshman Zacha-
ry Fox. They finished 
with a time of  58.32, 
placing them fifth. 

Jumping in the high 
jump was senior Dylan 
Starr, who placed fifth 
with a mark of  2.03m. 
Finishing in ninth in 
the triple jump was 
junior Josie Garrett, 
who had a mark of  
11.64m, along with 
freshman Brian Cech, 
who placed 13th with 
a mark of  13.80m. 
Also walking away in 
13th was sophomore 
Kyla Davis, who had a 
mark of  11.13m. 

Switching over to 
the Prairie Wolf  Invita-
tional, in the 400m was 
senior JaDae Moore, 
who placed third with 
a time of  49.45. In the 
800m was junior Mad-
dy Ramey, who placed 
second with a time of  

2:27.85. 
Junior Ashlei Mc-

Donald, who ran 
4:51.32 in the 1500m, 
placed third, and ju-
nior Michael Grigsby, 
who ran 15:24.01 in 
the 5000 m. Running 
in the 10,000m was 
freshman Aubrie John-
son, who had a time 
of  46:43.76, where she 
placed first. 

In the 3000-meter 
Steeplechase, fresh-
man Kenzie Spencer 
placed first with a time 
of  13:58.63, and fresh-
man Joseph Seiffer-
lein placed third with 
a time of  11:12.26. In 
the 4x100 relay, soph-
omore Devon Jack-
son, Moore, freshman 
Ryland Garretson and 
senior Dalton Whisen-
hunt placed second 
with a time of  41.64. 

In the high jump, 
sophomore Peyton 
Herrick placed second 
with a mark of  1.93m. 
In pole vault was soph-
omore Kaylee Pridyl, 
who had a mark of  
3.71m, with senior 
Drew Garrison plac-
ing third with a mark 
of  4.40m. In the long 
jump was sophomore 
Michael Willey, who 
had a mark of  6.64m.  

Transitioning to 
throws, senior Alivia 

Baucom, who had a 
mark of  14.32m, and 
senior Madison Sut-
ton, who had a mark 
of  13.49m, placed 
first in the shot put. 
In the discus, Sutton 
took first with a mark 
of  47.04m, followed 
by junior Christo-
pher Brown, who had 
a mark of  48.37m. 
Baucom placed sec-
ond with a mark of  
46.36m, alongside se-
nior Trey Dickey, who 
had a mark of  48.37m. 

In the hammer 
throws, it was Sutton 
who also walked away 
in first with a mark of  
54.12m. Junior Mia 
Knigge had a mark of  
48.98m and Dickey 
had a mark of  56.28m, 
which placed them in 
second. Placing first in 
the javelin were soph-
omore Mason Crum-
bliss, who had a mark 
of  53.30m, and soph-
omore Delaney Burge, 
who had a mark of  
39.28m. 

Next up, both Men’s 
and Women’s Track 
and Field teams will be 
traveling to Hastings, 
Nebraska, to compete 
in the Great Plains 
Athletic Conference 
(GPAC) Champion-
ships on May 2-3. 

Sports Briefs 

On April 23, the Softball team trav-
eled to Yankton, South Dakota, to take 
on Mount Marty University in a dou-
ble-header, where they walked away with 
a double win 7-2 and 7-1. 

In game one, senior Grace Dowding 
had two runs, two hits and two RBIs 
alongside sophomore Jeryn Allen, who 
was 1-for-3 with two runs scored. Junior 
Faith Molina (1-0) pitched five innings 
and struck out four in the win.

In game two, Dowding was 2-for-3 
with two runs scored, with Molina and 
freshman Addison Parson each getting 
two hits. Freshman Bri True (1-0) picked 
up the win.

Over the weekend, the team traveled to 
Hastings, Nebraska, to take on Hastings 
College in another double-header, where 
they lost both games 1-3 and 5-8. 

In game one, the only run and hit was 
by freshman Milannie Gonzalez. In their 
second game and their final game of  the 
season, Dowding, senior Anna Prauner 
and True all got a hit and scored a run. 

The Softball team ended its season 
with an overall record of  18-24 and a 
conference record of  10-12. 

--Eliyah Lara-Johnson

Softball

Last week, the Men’s Golf  team traveled 
to Beatrice, Nebraska, to compete in the 
two-day Great Plains Athletic Conference 
(GPAC) Championship. They finished in 
sixth place with a score of  905. 

Leading the way was sophomore Joshua 
Wassmer, who tied for ninth with a score 
of  220. Finishing in 17th was junior Cam 
Binder, who scored a 225. Tied for 27th 
with a score of  232 was freshman Toby 
Knevett. 

Next, the Men’s Golf  Team will travel 
to Silvis, Illinois, from May 20 to 23 to 
compete in the National Association of  
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Champi-
onship.

--Eliyah Lara-Johnson

Men’s Golf

Last week, the Women’s Golf  team trav-
eled to Council Bluffs, Iowa, to compete in 
the two-day Bent Tree Intercollegiate Tour-
nament, where they placed second with a 
total score of  639. 

Tied for third was freshman Connie 
Jarm, who finished with a score of  154. 
Junior Kaitlyn Dumler and freshman Tia 
Phaisan tied for 10th with a score of  161. 
Placing 12th with a score of  163 was fresh-
man Laila Saunders. 

Next, the Women’s Golf  team will travel 
to Cairo, Nebraska, on April 28-29 to com-
pete in the Great Plains Athletic Confer-
ence (GPAC) Championships.

-- Eliyah Lara-Johnson 

Women’s Golf 
Baseball goes 3-1 
during senior weekend
ELIYAH LARA-JOHNSON

Sports Editor

Track competes across 
Iowa and Nebraska

On April 24, the Men’s Tennis team lost 
its last game of  the season against Concor-
dia University in the first round of  the Great 
Plains Athletic Conference (GPAC) tourna-
ment by a score of  4-0. The Tigers ended the 
season with an overall record of  6-14 (5-6 
at home and 1-7 away) and 1-5 in the regu-
lar conference. When one team secures the 
four points needed to win, the match is over, 
the remaining players stop and the game is 
concluded.

In doubles play, at No. 1, senior Jose 
Purizaca and junior Diego Infante lost 4-6. 
In the No. 2 match, sophomore Elliot Dasell 
and senior Andre Hartman lost 4-5. Finally, 
in the No. 3 match, sophomore Julio Avila 
and freshman Christian Jensen lost 3-6.

In singles No. 1, Purizaca ended 3-4, and 
at No. 2, Infante lost 0-6, 1-6. No. 3 singles, 
Hartman ended 4-6. At No. 4, Dassel ended 
0-6, 0-1. In singles No. 5, Avila lost 0-6, 0-6. 
Finally, in singles No. 6, freshman Tanner 
Adams lost 1-6, 0-6. 

While the men’s tennis Tigers may not 
have had the season they hoped for, finishing 
with a 6-14 record and an early exit from the 
GPAC tournament, the team showed mo-
ments of  fight and determination. This year’s 
challenges will only fuel their growth as 
they work to come back stronger and more 
prepared next season. With continued effort 
and experience, the Tigers are set to build a 
brighter future.

--Luis Rejano Caudau

Men’s Tennis

On April 25, the 
Women’s Tennis team 
lost its last game of  
the season against 
Concordia Universi-
ty in the semis of  the 
GPAC tournament 
by a score of  4-1. The 
Tigers concluded the 
season with an ex-
cellent overall record 
of  13-7 (8-4 at home 
and 5-3 on the road) 
and 5-1 in the regular 
conference. The Ti-

gers lost to the GPAC 
winner, who recently 
defeated Morningside 
University in the final 
and will advance to 
Nationals. When one 
team secures the four 
points needed to win, 
the match is over, the 
remaining players stop 
and the game is con-
cluded. 

In doubles, No. 1 se-
nior Mariana Espinosa 
and sophomore Maria 
Purizaca were winning 
5-2. However, at No. 2 
doubles, freshman Liz 

Calderon and junior 
Grace Schroller lost 
2-6. At No. 3 doubles, 
sophomore Isabella 
Castillero and sopho-
more Kat Johnson lost 
1-6.

In singles, Purizaca 
won the No. 1 game 
6-1, 6-2, while Espino-
sa lost the No. 2 singles 
3-6, 2-6. In singles No. 
3, Calderon ended 6-3, 
4-0. At No. 4, Castille-
ro lost 0-6, 0-6. In sin-
gles No. 5, Schroller 
lost 4-6, 1-6. Finally, in 
singles No. 6, Johnson 

ended 6-4, 6-5.
Although it was a 

tough loss in the semi-
finals, especially after 
having defeated Con-
cordia 4-3 during the 
regular conference sea-
son, the Tigers should 
be proud of  the incred-
ible season they put to-
gether. Finishing with 
a strong 13-7 overall 
record and an impres-
sive 5-1 mark in con-
ference play. 

Women’s Tennis ends 
season in GPAC semis
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SOFTBALL 
April 23 @ YANKTON, SD

Versus MOUNT MARTY UNIVERSITY

Next week for
Tiger Athletics

SOFTBALL
April 30 @ GPAC TOURNAMENT

12:00 versus NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE

WOMEN’S GOLF
April 28-29 @ CAIRO, NE

@ GPAC CHAMPIONSHIP

@ BENT TREE INVITE

WOMEN’S GOLF
April 21-22 @ COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA

Scoreboard Snapshot

TIGERS

MEN’S GOLF
April 21-22 @ HOME

@ GPAC CHAMPIONSHIPS

[16-4]GAME 1 [7-3]GAME 2

[10-0]GAME 3 [7-6]GAME 4

April 21 @ ORANGE CITY, IA
Versus NORTHWESTERN COLLEGE

BASEBALL

April 25-26 @ HOME
Versus HASTINGS COLLEGE

[3-1]GAME 1 [4-0]GAME 2 

BASEBALL
April 30 @ YANKTON, SD

3:00 versus GPAC POSTSEASON TOURNAMENT

Graphic made by Hailey Schweitzer| The Doane Owl 

TRACK AND FIELD
May 2-3 @ HASTINGS, NE

@ GPAC CHAMPIONSHIPS

[6th]TIGERS

April 24  @ SOUTH SIOUX CITY, NE
Versus CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY

[0-4]BULLDOGS

MEN’S TENNIS 

[7-2]GAME 1 [7-1]GAME 2

April 26 @ HASTINGS, NE
Versus HASTINGS COLLEGE

[1-3]GAME 1 [5-8]GAME 2

April 24  @ SOUTH SIOUX CITY, NE
Versus CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY

[1-4]BULLDOGS

WOMEN’S TENNIS 


